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”—_— UPON THE 4477. #57 
ef NIITSTNODALIA eAMERICAN 24, 
_ A TREATISE Printed in Old England, 


In the Name of the 
DISSENTING BRETHREN | 
Inthe SYNoD held at Boſkcn in New England 1662, J 


Tending to Clear the ELDERS and CHURCHES of 
New England from thoſe Evils and Declinings charged upon many 
of them in the two Prefaces before the {aid Book. 
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And a REPLY to ſuch Anſwers as are given to the 
Arguments of the SY NOD. 


By JOHN ALLIN, Paſtor of the Charch if (br: 
| ar Dedham in N. England, vP 
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Rom.3-1,2. What alvangage then hath ibe Few ? or what profit 3s there of Circumciſion ? 
Much every ray : chiefly, becauſe that unto them were commitze.l the Oracles oj; Gods 

al-2.27,28. For as any of you as bave been baptized into CÞrijt, have pPret 07 Chriſt. 
There is ne:ther Jer» nor Greek, there 5s neither Gon nor Free, there 5s neuher Male nor 
Female, for ye are all one in Chriſt Fejws. 

rleb.j12'.15,16. Looking diligently , leſt any man fail of the grace of Go41, left any root 

of bitterneſs ſpringing up,trouble you, an4 thereby many be defilel, Leſt i} ere be any 

fornicator,or profane perjon,us tiau, who jor a moxjel of meat ſol{his Birthright, 
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£ Cambridge : Printed by $.G, and «Af. }. for HeJekiab Vſber 
of Boſlon, 1 6 6 4. 


virooovrovyboverhepprevarepebopobbyſey | 


 AAAAASSS 


«IQ 


BE i re” 


ap”; FRY 17 


THE PREFACE TO THE READER. 


EL AE” UVch zs the Tofirmity and Corruption of Man, the Mas 
lice and Swbiilly of Satan the Enemy of Truth, Purity, 
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the Guif of Prof.ming the Ordinances by an over-looſe Diſpenſation 
ther evf., onthe one hind and the Rocks of Rigid Separation, Ana- 
bap:i/14, aud the like, on the other hand, 

Ard beuceit may ſeem the leſs ſtrange, that ( notwithRlanding the 
Emincat Lights we hate had, holding forth The Covenant-intereſt of 
the Charch-ſeed, and The Duty of Churches to improye the Or- 
dinances for their good) yer the Prattice h.reof hath not obtained in 
many of our CHUurciicse 

T.:t this Caſe 1s n»w become watter of publick DiSÞute between the 
Lu: Synod, and ſom Diſſenting Brethren ; though it be cauſe of Hu- 
wili.tucty yet we deftre herem to ſubmit to the onely wiſe Gd, hoping and 
w.4ing #pon Him to ſee the Improvement trereaf for good, and for 
the further clearing up unto us what # His good, perfect, and aC- 
Ceptable Will 1m this caſe. 

When this Antiſynodalia of our Brethren came to our hands, and 
Another Eſſay of the ſame nature was here Publiſhed, ſome godly and 
wiſe Chriſtians adviſed the Elders to let them paſs in ſilence ; Conceivimg 
that they would nit [0 tube with the People, as to hinder the Pratlice of 
the Doctrine of the Synod : and that a Reply world occaſion fur- 
ther Diſputes a1d Conieſti, But , upon ſerious conſideration of the 
maillcr by divers Elders met to that End, the Reaſons on the (other 
ſrae ard preponderates Such as theſe: 

A 2 1. We 
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THE PREFACE 


r, We being perſwaded of the DoRrine of the Synod, and 
not finding any Weight in thoſe TraQates to change our judge- 
ments, ifſeemed to us, that by {filence we ſhould be ſinfully want- 
ins to the Truth of God, (a preſent Truth that many godly ones 
a enquiring into) and to the Juſt Intereſt of the Church- 
ecd, | 

2, This Truth being afferted in ſo Solemn an Ordinance, v7. 
The Aſſembly of the Elders, and other Meſlengers of ſo 
many Churches, afcer ſolemn ſeeking the Face of God, and much 
ſearch into the Scriptures, with large Diſputes about the ſame ; 
Our ſilence in this caſe would not onely render that Ordinance 
uſeleſs and yain at preſent, but alſo diſcourage the Churches in 
afcer-times to make uſe thereof for their neceſſary Eſtabliſhment in 
Truth and Peace. 

3. We ſee evidently, that the Principles of our Difſenting Bre- 
thren give great Advantages to the 4nypadobapriſtt, which if we: 
. be ſilent, will tead much to their Encouragement and Encreale, 
to the Hazard of our Churches, 

4. Theſe Treatiſes coming into-the Peoples hands, if no Anſwer 
ſhould be returned, will much firengthen the hands of ſuch as are 
Diflenters, and diſcourage the hearts vf others from the Practice 
of the DoErine of the. Synod, for the good of Poſterity. 

5. Thoſe anjuſt Afperſions caſt upon many of the Elders and 
Churches of N ew- England in the two Prefaces ts the Antiſynoda- 
la, do tend much to. weaken the Authority of their Miniſtry and 
Diſpenſations, and would lay them under much Scandal in 0'4- 
England and New, ſhould not a juſt Apologie and Anſwer be made 


thereuntos 


For theſe and the like Reaſons, it was thought neceſſary ts return a 
juſt Anſwer to theſe Books. publiſhed in Oppeſition to the Doarine. 
of the Synod, But that my Brethren ſhould have any eye uponmy 
ſelf to undertake this part of the Work ; vize To Examme, and make 
Reply to theſe Antiſynodalia, was Very farre from my thoughts, Tet 
when {could by no Perſwajions and ſutreaties prevau with them, * 
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(#ll out ſome other more able for this Work (whereof we had choyce ) 
4 conſidered," thas the. Spitits of the Prophets are ſubje&t ro*the, 
Prophets, ,and that the Lord ss not v0ut ro deny Aljiſtance tv ſuch as 
he callcth forth to any Vex vice - Pla, Yoat * He" deligÞreth ro ſhew His 
Ngggth in weakneſs: /n hoe hereof, | have by his Grace, and Help 
run through theſe andſyngdaliz, in my plain and homely manner * 
( Iadmnge. altyayes to eh vulgar Capacities ) x wiſhing heartily ty 
had been done by ſome better hand, that might. havg. rformed ut. 

bi oe Me «Tow onely 1 have to ſay for "1y Pris, 1 have 

t willingly declined any ſeeming ſlrength of Reaſon ,. nor ſouhPt by 
Shif:s and Evaſions to darken any ſeeming Light of TFuth held forth 
;n theſe Antiſynodaliaz but have C anaidly ( according z0 my meaſure) 
Searched the Scripture whether thoſe things were ſo. Ag I have 
believed, (o bave { ſpoken: As 1 finde in 1he Law and Teſtimony, 
ſo have | written, What weakneſſes and defefts may be diſcovered by 
a more judicious Eye, 1 hope ( through Grace ) I ſhall be willug to 
ſee and reform upon intimation thereof; onely let xo Truth herein held 
forth, be the leſs eſteemed for the !nfirnaty of the Inſtrument. 

T1 ſhall commit this Caſe of the Church-ſeed unto that God, who 
of his rich Grace hath undertaken to be their God ;, Beſteching Him to 
make his Wayes plain before the face of his Peopie, and to improve 
theſe Diſputes to common Eaification,. according ts the good pleaſure of 
his wills. 


Thine in the Lord,. 


n N.E. 6 day, 11 mOe 


From my Stndy in Dedham 
in N.E. 
1 6 6 3. 


JOHN eALLIN: 
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ANIMADVERSIONS 


UPON THE 


eANTISTNODALIA AMERICANA. 


CHAP. I 


Being Amimaaverſions #upon - the two Prefaces: The firſt, To the 
Read:r ; the ſecond, To the Honoured General Court, 


T2797 T is no good ſign, that the Publiſher of theſe Anti= 
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GE A $ynod4alia doth fo foully ſtumble at the Threſhold, in. 
{447 his ficſt ſepping forth into this Buſineſs, For whereas 
M4: he pretendeth, © As @ Lover of the Truth, to Publiſh t4 15 
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& Treatiſe without any Commiſſion fi om the Diſſenting Bre = 
* :hren, which he defireth them not to be offended with: and affirms it ag 
atruth, © That the perſons engaged in this Diſſent, bad much rather 
* t/1:; Treatiſe were ſuppreſſed, and as an untimely. birth to have been 
« b:1:d m everlaſiing darkneſs. The contrary hereunto 1s evidently 
evinced by the whole Preface following ; which ſpeakerh no more 
in ite perſon of the P. bl {h-r, bur of the Diſlenters : and where- 
in: they endeayour to Anſwer four Obje&ions againli the Publ ſhing 
thereof, And in Anſwer to the firſt Objection, raken from the. 
Til conſequences that wi. ht f.ll:w, they declare a Reſolution to haye. 
it Fubliſhed, whatever ſhould follow ; concluding in the words of 
Eſther, Hf [ periſ: Fd perifhe Beſides, It 15 well known NEIES ay 

| CALNEy 


earneſt and reſolute one of the chief of them was to have it Pub 
liſhed, | 

RN unoati the ObjcEions bere mentioned: The three ficſt, 
from T -e ſaa Conſequences thai may follow The trouble of ihe Feace 
of the Churches hereby; and from T ne Novelty of their Op:mon;, 1 
know not of any that madr theſe Objpc Rions : Surely that language 
was not heard in the Synod, but their own Reaſun might objeRt 
ſuch things. The fourth Obz.ct:on is, A pretended Concarrence of 
all ather ( ongregational C:urches they know of, to countenance hear 
Cauſe, but witkout any ſufficient Proof thereof. But ſeeing it is 
now Publiſhed, though »»/ aſnabl;, (as is confeſizd) I ſhall not 
trouble my ſelf and the Reader about the Anſwers to the Objettions, 
but apply my ſelf to wipe off th-ſe uncharitable and unjuſt Aſper- 
fions that in this Preface arte caſt upon many of the Elders and 
Churches of New-Englana, Wuherein (that I may not wrong any 
of our beloyed Brethren, the Difſenters) I muſt ſay this on their 
bebalf, T hat ſome of them do profeſs that they had no hand in 
this firſt Preface, nor in the Publiſhing thereof, nor any knowledge 
thereof: And I have reaſon to think fo of others of them, who IT 
hope have other thoughts of their Brethren, then this Preface hold- 
eth forth. So thar ſo farre as I conceive, it is the a& of one of 
them onely, or chiefly. 

I takenotice of Seyen Imputations caſt upon us, which I ſhall 
ſpeak unto. 

I. The Author of this Preface complaineth of *©* The courſe En- 
© ;ertainment of their Texent, both mm 1he Synod, and mthe General C ourt, 
*© ;phere they expetted more Patrons then did iPpeare | 

Arſ. That none may hence judge otherwiſe then the trath is ; 
In reſpeR of the Synod, it cannot be denied that the matter in 
queſtion was placidly, fully, and oft-oyer Debated, alltheir Argu- 
ments weighed, all Writings preſented were read, conſidered, and 
ſome publickly anſwered: So that all the courſe Entertainment was, 
that their Tenent was not embraced by the Synod. And as for the 
Honoured General Court, if they were fo farce fatisfied with the 
Anſwe's of the Synod to that Queſtion about 7 he Sub jet of baptiſm 
propuunded by them, that they did not think fit in their Wiſdome 
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td -Tountenance and encourag; © Oy ide NP in Oppoſicign 
thereto, - as 'tending to ; Diyjſ:tons and Difturl apers; among usz 
they may thank themſelves for. ſuch cour/&;Emerramment if, they 
will ſo account of it. W OR I TS 
But to aggrayate this come Entertainment, be addeth, ** Though 
it be no otner- Dottrine then of all the Congregational Churches its 
* Holland, England, Ireland, a»d New-England, and alſo in News 
* Haven, ard Plimouth: fur1ſditt#ons ; yea, and alſo that it hath been 
& the / mdgement and general Prattice of the Chnrches in the Bay; [omg 
*« feyy inconſiderable excepted, for thirty yearss by apt Peg fo 
-Anſ. Here is a great Pretence of general Concurrence with their 
Tenent, - but without Proof, and beyond the truth, And tomake 
the Number feem-the. greater, beſides New- England, he addeth; 
And alſs New-Hayen, Plimouth, &*c. as if theſe were not. New- - 
England Churches. As: for thoſe Forreign Churches, it doth nox ' 
appear whether asyet (many of them at leaſt) baye declared theix 
Judgement in this caſe. Yea, I bave heard from one-of goqd note, 
that knows many of thoſe Churches, who upoa..the queſtion an- 
Iwered, That this caſe bath . nat 4s yet been conſidered. #8. many-of thoſe 
Churches, And if their PraQice baye not. yet. .laized to the Do» 
frine of the Synod, we know by our own experience bow many hin-- 
drances there .may be of that, though their; :Judgement be far it, 
But concerning [the . Judgement of Nen-England Elders and Chur- 
ches, : let the-Preface to the Synod be,read, by which-it will ap= 
pear, That the moſt Eminent Elders in che.moſt conſiderable Churs 
ches, and the Meflengers of the Churches of New-England, were: 
Senerally for this DoQtrine in the Synod held at Cambridge in the. - 
year. 1648, 1 ſhall mention onely that Paſſage of famous Hookers + 
whoſe. prarſe is in 1he Goſpel in all the Churches, and who might know 
as much of the Principles of the Congregational” Chyrches 25 ate 


Other : 7+ 45 not the queſtion (Faith he) Wherber wicked Memberts while 

they are ſinfally tolerated in the Church, they and their ſeed may pare 

take, of Previdedges z for this th byyond queſtyon :. nor do. 1. know, or ever 
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Whereby it doth-appearsithat ke topk.iufor a general: Contelliqn on 
all hands, That. ic is the Lates$ſk in oe nag FQrenane thay 
| dearth _ "giveth 
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th vieftt © Ourward Priviſedges of the Church; which is (He 
dation 6f' the DoErine of the Synod, Whereas the Tenent 
of out Diffentiag Brethren is, T-4: Members of the Church admit 
ted in minority, and having the Covenamt ſealed by Baptiſm, if being 
adults they bold not forth ſaving Fawch. and Repentance tothe judgement 
of the (burch, even. ſo as.to come into full Communion ; neuther they nor 
their fetd may partake of Priviledges, they are Felones de fe, Self- 
Qyarthertrs, Di/covenamed of God, and are not ſo much a; Federally 
holy, fo. ſoon as they be out of their Now-age ; as wil appear after : 
which Tenent I cannot belieye will be owned by moſt of the Chuc« 
Ehes nathed, if by any of them. | 
This Author «ddeth farther, © That yer now this Tenent # laden 
& ypith R:pr oathes of Antichr: ſtrani m and Anabaptiſme 
Arſe Tf att Ar ot wo wereuſed in the Synod, taken from 
fich en ras is this ground enough to ſay 1-5. laden with [uch 
KR: proacees * (and. other ground 1 know none. Y'* Yet for that of 
Httabavtiſhr, it vi —_ the Principles of the Diſſenters are (6 
gear 4. Kin, if not the fame with theirs, that we cannot bar fear « 
#reat tendency thereunto : and what enconragement they take from. 
Chence, we arE ver y {: nfible, | 
Secondly , In anſwering the firſt ObjeRion, this Prefacer takes 
occifion, upon ſuppoſition of the DoQrine of the-Synod, to charge 
« the Biy Chnrches with a ſinwhith he carmot ſee bow 11 Can fland with. 
* peace of Conſcience, in leaving their former protiice m d;/pe» [ing the 
* Seals, and taking wp-a tew- manner thereof 5 yeaa prievent (in, its. 
t. epriving. ſo many !nfants of Bapiiſm for thirty years yea, of the 
+ [Arie nature, and-fomewhat worſe then that of the Phur ſces, Luke 7, 
«.29,30 Battling the connfel of God atamft ww 
&* ;;aHared poor Ivfamts whim the Kingdome of 
Þ« þelohigs uhtd - and a pratiital Zthnabaptiſm. 
"Ag: x; Ttis indeed a grief of heart tomeny Elders and Bre. 
then, chattbe praQtice of the Rule, according torbe DQrine of che. 
we yn cavtiot yet 0dtain'in their-Charches ; bus they are not. 
cotyincedit 5.2 frin thehrthar cine. ſtand with prace of- Conſcience, 
4s the cafe Kanderh : Hecgiile af bins in the: Church 47? be done ro 
eaficdtion 3, Which Ttrehis tle, cannot be ptr in praice, eſpecially 
in. 


chemſelves, and owe" 


God ( 45 we voy 


in reference to the fifth Propoſition, with ,peace andedification, .bj 
reaſon of the Rtrong oppoſition made by theſe, and other like Dif- 
ſenters When this matter was-undet Conlideration. in abe. Synod 
x648. the Autbor:of this Preface knoweth well whbo .it was thar' 
profefied, He would oppoſe it :wnh all bis wnght : by reaſon whereof, 
and the Diflent of ſorne few more, it was laid.afide at that time, Is 
ſeemeth to me very: hard dealing; for Brethren ſo tropgly to-oppole 
others in doing their. Dury, .and then to charge them with. a, n 1hat' 
catmo: ſtand with peace of Conſcrence if they do-it not. The .cat 
ſanding thus, let the Reader judge-who are morelike the Phariſeey, 
tha: rejetted the counſel of God againſi themſelves, in not: being-bapuJed of 
7chn, whetherſuch as would praRtice according totheir Judgement, 
or ſachas oppoſe and hinder them.from;ſo doings | 

2. This Negle& is not {o great for thirty years, asis Obje&ed;: 
for,in the former years of theſe Plantations;till the Church-ſeed were 
grown up tO Marry, and baye Children, there was 'not ſuch need of 
praQice accotding to the fifth Propoſition ( which is now. moſt 
ſtambled at; ) 'belides; ſome'Churches bave been in that practice for 
divers yearss 

3. There is »o falling from our /former pratlice, -as' is Objeaes 
our Principles are the ſame ; this is onely a progreſs in practiſing ac- 
cording thereamo-, as the -encreaſe of the Churches doth. requires 
Itis the way of Chriſt in the Goſpel, to ſet up the practice of bis 
Iaftiturions asrhe neceſſities of the people call for them, . as appears 
eth  Martth.9i36, &c. With 10, I, ©c. So Atls 6, is & bfe 23 
T Cor. 16.1,2. W 
| 4+ WhenCircumciſion, by reaſon of the trayels in the Wilder- 
neſs, was omitred forty years, andthe Feaſt of 'Tabernacles from the 
dayes of oſha to the dayes of I chemiav, was negleted ſo many 
bundreds of years, we donotreade of fo deep a charge laid upon 
the Elders and:People by any of the Prophets of God. 

Thirdly, We are charged with © 4 greater þ9 70 be trembled at, 
« viz. That we admitted all (orts that were perſonally 11 Covenant te 
6. tbe Lords Supper, which now we deny to many, except after Covenants 
&« my they make it mantifeſt, that they are able to examme themſelves, and 
* diſcern the Lords Body : If this: be negulary then the other us irregular 
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* 2nd brought guiltineſt to many of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and 
« was eating and drinking judgement to our ſtlyes, 3 2:5 21 
Anſe This is a yery heavy Irputation laid upon ſo manyElders 
and Churches, and without'any colour of *Reaſon : For, what mat- 
ter is it whether Elders and Churches be ſatisfied of the fitneſs of 
their Members for the-Lords Supper, before their admittance into 
rhe Church, by the Elders exatnination of-.them'; or at their admit- 
b _— their publick Profeſſions: (which is known to be our Con- 
Nant Gate and practiceY of afrerward. > but becauſe we do it not 
afcer Covenanting Fn perſons received in'adult age, as well as in 
perſons received in infancy, that therefore we are ſo deeply guilty ; 
this is a praſ$'and irregular Charge. © Some- have objected againſt 
our admiſlions,as over-ſtritz- bur who harh charged us with fuch 
afin'ro berrembled at inffuch amanner, as ro bring guulringſs upon many 
of 'the Body and Blood of Chriſt ? 'And it is ſtrange to ſee ſuch as make 
{o loud a Profeſlion of ftedfaſtneſs im the Faith and Order of the Gefpel, 
to'lay ſo great a Scandal of a {in to be trembled at, upon lo many 
Elders; before convi&tion thereof, and- their impenitency therein, 
and that in the face of Old Eng/and and New, lo contrary tothe 
Principal and expreſs Rules of Goſpel-order, atthe 18 15,16, 

4 T imF5 I9. | | 
' Fourthly, In the Anſwer to the ſecond Objection, vi7. ** That 
< by Publiſhing 1hts T 7tatiſe they ſhall diſturb the peace, 8c, The Au- 
tbot pleading poſſeſſion of another manner of dilpetſing the Ordi: 
nances, and that bonght at a preat rate, The loſs of Native. Land, 
Fathers Houſes, 8c. heſaith, * That the diſturbers of the peace, the 
<< troublers of Iſrael, are thoſe that would rob them of their poſſeſſion, or 
© queſtion their right, eSecially having enjoyed them ſo long before this 

© pleadea-for Converſion of New England,” ' tf © 

'- Arſe" 1, But did we indeed come to- New England. to put our 
Poſterity under the wings of Gods graciovs Coyenant and Ordi- 
nances, and then to deny them and their ſeed the Benefits thereof? 
to leave them'at'a looſe end without the Diſcipline-of Chriſt, the 
Means te preyent ſin, .or to reduce them to _Repentanceunto life? 
Certainly, the Profeſſion of very many gracions and ferious hearts, 
and their hopes for their Childrep, was fatre otherwile, Yea, of 
| theſe 


theſe. that now Diſſent, amongſt ys, ſyrpe. Iknow; agd mayy-more I 
way {upyale left. . 01d, England far..the. good .of their Teed in this 
..2, Are not our Childremjn poſſ. Mon of the Houſe, Members 
of the Church,: by. the confeſſion of. the D:iſſeaters > The' Synod 
pleadetch onely th. rhey. may enjoy the Privileages of the Honje 5 it 1s 
the Diſſencers therefore - 1444 world rob them, of the paſſeſſim, and 
arſturb the paces TY Te "el key, : 

3. The Synod (as appeareth-in their Preface) doth leaye themtg 
their Jiberty to praCtiſe accordiog to their Judgement : If trey will 
pot own, or Baptize ſuch as in the fifth Prop. fition are d-ſcribed ; 


Synod) he muſt needs caſt a double Aſperſion apon the Elders, af: 
firming, \ wel a 2 £03 | | | Wn 

I, G That as many of them. are ſo large in | adgemenit, as to ſoulder 
* with Pariſh Churches, Oe 

Avnſc If this be meant in reſpe&t of Communion with Orthodox 
Pariſh Churches, we are no larger then our Diſſenting Brethren, 
who concur with us in the ſeventh Propoſition about the firſt Que- 
ſtion, which ſpeaks to this caſe, But if it be meant of mlarging 
the Church to the Bounds of a Pariſh, it is a meer Slander : I do not 
believe that he can prove that any two Elders of theſe Churches 
baveſo declared their judgement z. much teſs ſo many as are of the 
Synods minde, Ir lieth upon ts Author to make good this cbarge, 
0r t9 recant bis raſhneſs, | 

b 3 2. He 


2, Aeaffirmab, "7h the gereral Pudgerrent of the learned Ek 
«ters, and" their Prattice; wit as the Drſſentery plead; but now divers 
& of thoſe Elgers do retreat andyecant. | 

To prove this, he alledgeth two Paſſiges out of 4» Anſwer to 
Thirty two © «ejtions, Printed 1639, But thoſe Paſſages are too weak 
to bearup This Aﬀertion ; yea, do evidence the quite contrary. 

The firſt is raken ont of Paye 22. of | the ſaid Book ; the ſum 
whereof is this, © That ſuch whoſe Parents are not Believers and © 
<« {antt:fied, are nvt federally holy ; Faderal Holineſs or Santhity being 
6 l.m1ited to the v1xt Parents, 1 COre914: 

Arſ. 1, This Paſſage doth not-agree with the Diſſenters ; for 
it doth appear, thatthe Author doth account Faederal Holineſsto be 
Sandtity : and therefore the next parents being in Coyenant with 
God, and ſo continaing, they are Ecclefiaſtically boly, ſanRified, 
and vifible Believers, +. 

2, Do not the ſame Elders in this Synod deliyer the yery ſame 
Doarine, in the ſecond Propoſition, andfth particular, viz. 1t us re- 
ghiſite 'ro the Memberſhip of Children, that the next Parents, 'one or 
both, be m Covtnam ? Citing theſame Text, 1 Cor.7414. And where 
then is the leaſt ſhew of Recanting ? | 

| Theſecond Proof is Page 23. of the ſaid Book, where it is ſaid, 
that © We belizve rhat all Members of Churches ought to be Samnts, and 
*« faithful in Chriſt 7eſm , none exctpred, Ephel. 1.2. 1 Cor. 1.2. 
<Plul, x.1: iq. | 

Anſ. 1. This paſſage ſpeaketh of Members to be admitted in 
adulr age, and therefore might be as well alledged to provea conſent 
with the Anabaprifts, as with the Diſlenters; which was farre from 
the meaning of thar Author, Beſides, though they ought to be ſo, 
yer that denieth not, but being regularly admitted, they -are till 
Members of the Chorch, till they be regularly caſt our, 'though they 
do nor approve themſelyes to be ſuch. ; 

2. Do not thoſe Elders profeſs the ſame DoRrine in the Synod, 
Propoſe 2. viz Members of the wiſivle Church, according to Scriptures 
are Comteder ate viſible Believers ? alledging 'the ſame Texts, Eph- I. I, 
ec, Where thenis this Recantation? 


Sixtbly, The Autbor of chis Preface excufing che Pancity of the 
Kg | | Difemer:, 
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Diſſentert, in comperifon of the wany abk learned, and godly x. IC 46- 

giftrates and eAMiniſters that conſexced 3 He objeRteth : hid things 

againſt the Synod conſenting. ,. Me; We Yay 
Is © That divers of 'the Elders having Preached aud Pratliſed that 
& Doftrine of late years, were prevengaged: and it is ſtrange that afier 
& Y/ows they ſhould be callid to enquire, - 

Anſ. Were not 'Pau/, Barnabas, and others, as much engaped 
in the Doctrine of that Synod 44: 15 ?. and did they. come afier 
V ws to enquire? 2, Were not the Diſſenters as much pre-engaged 
in their Opinion > why then did they Come 4frer Vos to one 

wire * | 

2, Itis ObjeRted, © That divers Meſſcngers being vo Logicrans to 
& anſwer Syll-giſms , and difcern Ambiguntie:, were over-born by the 
« many Oppoſerse | : 

A*rfe It is incongrnous and tco bigh. to make the Body of the 
Synod the Oo: o/er;, which more fitly 2gree to th f:w Dflcaters, 
2. Thou: h divers were not ſ1ch Logicians, yet Charity might al. 
low the choyce Men.bers of our Churches to be able to judge of 
Arzuments drawn from the Scriptures; and ſo farie conſcie:.c.ous, 
as that diſcerning the Voice of Chriſt, they would not he born- 
gown with number of Oppuſers, To ſay nothing of the Logick. 
of the Diff. nters, that wig} t be as little as the otbeis, 

3. It is ObxAed, © That the corruption of map maſt inclnech to 
© walk 11 the broadeſt way, though the ſt -aiter way be -yever. ſu clear ; 
© eipecially. when: perſon emment «n Place, Powers Liearumg. and Prety,. 
© are ſo linked together * ; 

Arxſ, Beit ſo,thae there is ſach a.corruption inman ;- yet-when 
fach perſons - (astbe Synod are confefled to be). agree in..one,. and: 
that in ſo 'SoJern ; an:Qrdingnce of God, where Chriſt hath pro- 
miled his Preſence 3 Chart y, (var boperh of 1h» gs, might well: con- 
ceive that Grace would prevail above ſuch. a. Corruption. 2. IF 
our Brother be nat aware of it, I:can aflure bim that there is alſo g 
Corruption in man, avd:ja good men to; 4inder the.not.an of 
Strifineſs and Zeal, to {\werve as. much to the. oiber. Extreme : As 
when the Diſciples would have hope. lurle child ,cn. from Chr iſt, Mark. 
L9+I3,L4. Wien out of zcal againſt the. T arcs. men would bazayd. 
« Þ 
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tth.13.28,29.” So when we are apt to 


© rack vp the Whzat 41s, Mia 
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jhage others; whit GU Bath reoerven;\ Rotni'14. 3. which I with ous 


Brother ſeriouſly to conſider. The way of the -Anabapriſtsis a 
[Faitr way; yet"1'fappofe this Brother doth' not judge'it 455 «cor- 
ruptaon, to Chiife a way ſomewhat larger. So is the way of the 
Seek rs and others, who think their firaiter wayes as clear as our 
Brother” thinketh of his © I we 
| Seyentbly; 1tr- Paje' 5. "this Brother -anſwering- another Obje- 
&ion,* That this Diſtourſe may ſeem needleſs, ſeep all other Con- 
oo pregaritnal (arches "agtee wnh1hem, that they know of ; alledging 
the davey eACeeting, Chap.29. Of Baptiſm 4. * Yet, ſaith he, there 
Jheeds abund-ait confirmation: for no doubt this temptation will ſpread 
EF #thev, WH? more then the third part of the Stars of Heaven bere 
* are, [wept down, 4s is Propheſied Rev.12,6:c, Furthermore, (faith 
&* he) [tr the world know, That the Lord hath ſtill a jew Names 1n 
on New-Enpland who hold faſt bus Name, aud are ſftedfaſt im the Faith 
* znd Order of the Goſpel ,' and deteſt the Abominatwons of eAnti- 
*hriſts [4-5 ft tads 7 | kQ.47-c HT | 
Ab; x. This Author glorieth 'much in the Conſent of 'other 
Churches, We fee here bis ground, which I ſhallexamine. "The 
Poſition of that Meeting of the Churches, is this: Nor onety 
thoſe that ao attually profeſs Fauh'in, and Obedience unto Cbriſt 5 but 
alſo the Infants of 'one or both believing Parents, ave to be Buptigedgand 
19ſt omely ,* WE car'well conſent with this Do@trine, without any 
prej:td:ce'to.the Doctrine of : the Synod * For we profeſs-andproye 
jn the Synod, T hat the children of the Church being in Coyenant 
with God, owned by bim'as holy; as bis People, his Children, and 
manifeſting: their cotntiniance 'in the "Covenant; 'according"to- the 
6fth Propoſition®, thele are viſible Bekevers ir Ecticliaitical ac- 
count, in'Scripture account, 'T\'Cur.1: 1, with 7, 14; And t'cannot 
belieye' bit” that Reverend and Learned Aſſembly would acknow- 
ledge Revalar {hurch-niembers to be viible Believers: And it dotti ap- 
-pear, rhat 'thele-are Regular -Chureh-members jn-theic: judgement, 
by their' Secont# PHY, OConttraing the Charch, Chap;26.where 
they lay, AUſuch"e profeſs the Faith of -the Goſpel, \aua_Ovediente"to 
' Efoul by C hriſt according bo 1H," not deſtroying their Profeſſion.by Errours 
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eperting the Foandation, or nnholmeſs of Converſation, are Members of 
the viſible Church, Now it cannot be denied that the perſons de- 
ſcribed in the fifth Prcpofition of the Synod areſuch, for they pro» 
feſs their Aſſent to the Dottrine of Fauh, and ſubjettion to the Rules and 

Dſcipline of Chriſt ; thiy give up themſelves to God, own the Covenant, 

do not deſtroy their Profeſſion by Erronrs, nor unholine{s of life ; holding 

the Dottrine of Faith, and not being ſcandalous in life, So that for oughr 

that appears, that Aſſembly agreeth rather with the Synod, then 

with the Diſſenters. 

2, Inthat our Brother maketh ſuch a diſtintion between the 
third part of the Stars of New-England [wept down, and 4 few 
N ames in New-England tat hold faſt the Name of God, and are 
fteafaſt in the Faith and Order of the Goſpel : How well this Compa- + 
rifon a: reeth with the Rules of Charity, Humility and Modeſty, I 
ſhall leave to the judgement of others, 

3. I muſt enquire into the Truth and Grounds of {o deep a 
Charge, laid upon more then he third part of the Stars, the Lights 
ſet up in the Churches of 2\ew-England, 

Is it the preſent Do&rine of this Synod, inlarging the Subje& 
of Baptiſm bevond the Opinion of the Diſlenters, that is their fall 
from Heaven? And the more ſtric& Opinion of our Brethren, the 
Character of thoſe few Names remaining that hold faſt the Fauh and 
Order of the Gofpel? as indeed it ſeemeth to beſo, For, 1, This 1s 
the occaſion taken up to make this. Compariſon. And 2. Thoſe 
other Imputations, of Forſaking former Pr utticer, Recantmg of Elders, 
New Converſion of New-England, in reference to this Doctrine, 
ſeem to intimate as much, 3. Andthat Expreſſion of a few Names 
hiding fiſt the Faith and Order of the Goſpel, doth plainly intimate, 
that not only morethen a third part of the Stars, but allo the generality 
of New England are greatly departed from the Fauh and Order of 
the Gosp-1, and that, atthe preſent, inthe jadgement of this Author : 
which is ſo high a ftrain, that I am loth to ſay what might be ſpo- 
K-n of it. 

Now if this be our Fall from Heaven, itis our comfort that we 
are not yet faln ſo farre as many bright Stars of the farſt Mapni= 
tude, that haye ſhined gloriouſly in the ChutrChes ; fach as Calum, 

Cartyright, 
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ay (1m} 
Ca twripht, Perkins, Amer, and hundreds more, whoſe judgement 
is well k1own to be larger in this Point then the Synod doth hold 
forth, © And we are faln no further then bleſſed C-ton, 1 hiuip, 
Shepard, Ro.ers, and others of the Bay Churches : Famous Horker 
and. Srone of: Connectico!, Prudden of \Nen-H. vin, Partriige and 


 N:wmanof Plimouth, With divers ocher Lights in N n-#»y1:n., of 


whom I am perſwaded that they are gotten to Heaven in that 
Opinion, whereby we are ſuppoled to be [wept down jrom Heaven, 
But ler this Brother beware, leſt himſelf and bis f-w /V ame: be not 
judzed by fome to be /mept down from Heaven allo, who huld an 
Qpinion, 1hat /nfants of the Courch are 10. be papued, which isnog 
{0 (t1i& a Tenent as they would bave, 

4. Butif this ſo great a. Charge be laid upon more tven the third 
nart of the Stars apon ay other ground, let it be conſidered whether 
the Rules of Charity and G-Spe!-Order would not requure, that be 
ſhould firſt have Conyinced his Brethren of their Fa, | yea, indeed 
of their fuppoſed Errour about te S»6j:6 of Baptiſm) before be 
ſhovld- caſt fo great a. Scandal. upon them before the face of the 
world ;. even 4n Heretick may bave twa Admonmtiions before rejett ions 
However, whether it be this or that ground, ſurely this cou: ſc doils 
nut a hitsle darken that loud: Profeflion of our Brother's wolding f uſb 
to the Grader of the Goſpels 

It hath been our portion all along, to go, through evil Reports from 
the mouthes of. many diſcontented perſons, and'corrupt Upimoniſts, 
Familiſts, Anabaptiſts, © aaker', and the like ; but I little expected 
{ach things as theſe from fo near a Friend and Brother, I will noe 
deny or excuſe the Declining of many Prof. flvrs to c-rrupr Opi- 
nions, to.the World, Loofe W ayes, and the like: Neither will L 
juſtifie all things in all-the Elders of Vew- England; failings may be 
found in Judgement and PraCtice, and perhaps ſome may, be larger 
in theic Judgement concerning The Swtjett of Bapriſm, then the $ Y- 


- , 


nod doth hold farth : But God forbid. we ſhould: judge them to be 


ſ wept down from HH eaven, that differ from us in greater matters then 


theſe,or for ſuch Blemiſhes as are incid<vt to gocd men, But whe- 
ther the generality of. the Stars in New- England Churches be not. 
yet in the right hand of Chriſt, ſhining in.cheic Qubs with the light 


Qs, 


of Heayenly DoAtrine, and Chriſtian Converfation, IT appeal to the 
Conlciences of all the ſober-minded People of God in the Country 

ea, zndaiſo to the Conſcience of the Author of this Preface him- 
[16 whbo gives this Teſtimony of the Elders in the Synod, being 
more then balf the Elders of all the Churches of 7 ew- England, 
Pag.F» vi7. That they were able, learned and gouly ;' and again, Emin 
nent in Learning and Pitys However it be, it is Aa very lutle thng is 
be j1dged of men, whether approved or condemned. 

Concerning that which is ſaid of Mr. Parker by name, for Pub= 
liſhing a Book in fayour of Epiſcopacy ; our Brother doth or might 
know, that the Book is diftaſtful alſo to his Brethren, as well as ts 
himſelf : yet the approved Learning and Piety of the perſon might 
haye called for better language. 

As for that Imputation, *©* That the Common-Prayer-Book, findath 
£c ſome Advocates tn New-E neland, who can finde Stakes and /1 ate= 
© r3als to edrfie Gods Prople mw a Congregational Church (as uw ſud.) 1 
wonder that a man of Piety and Gravity ſhould venture to publiſh . 
ſuch things to the world upon ( As is ſaid;) and to what endis it; 
except to caſt dirtupon his Brethren > Much more then is true, is 
ſaid of cbatand otherthings. The Lord help luch as profeſs ſuch 
ſtedfaſtneſs in rhe Fauh and Order of the Goſpel, to walk up tothe Rules 
of Goſpel-Order and Charity , more then this Brother hath 
done, 

Thus much to the firſt Preface, Concerning the ſecond, To rhe 
G-neral Court, 1 ſhall Animadyert onely upon two or three Paflages 
of it. And | 

1, Whereas pag.8. they tell the Honoured Court, © That they 
« bave yielded and voted with the reſt ſo farre, that rightly conſidered 
© and prattiſed, 1t would ſilence all ſad Complaints againſt the many 
® preat and prevailing corruptions of Youth among Ft ts 

Anſe Tr is true, that one of theckief of our Difſenting Brethren 
did propound, and earneſtly promote the third Propolition 5 vizs 
That ine Infnt-ſeed of the Church are M embers of the ſame Church 
with their Parent:, and when they are grown up, are perſunally una:r 
$hz Watch and Government of the Church : and this rightly practiſed, 
would indeed tend much to the end aforeſaid ; for ſothe Church, by 
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an Ordinance of Chriſt that hath his Promiſe annexed, ſhould either 


bring ſuch Youth to Repentance, or purge the C harch of them, 
Bat it is as true, that this Treatiſe putterh ſuch a ſenſe and meaning 
upon that Propoſition, as renders ir uſelefs and vain to the ends afore- 
ſaid. For, if they be not a&-al, prſonal. ner #9:mediate /Henin 
bers, whereby a&s of Church- government ſhould be pur forth im- 
mediately upon their perſons, but onely reach them at the ſecond 
hand, viz by their Parents, as was ſaid by ſowe in the Meering- 
houſe, to which they referre, p+,.23. And if Excommunication, 
that healing Medicine of Chriſt f»- rhe deſtrattion of 1he fl.ſtr, nd 


ſaving of the Sol, reay not teuch them, as is in the ſame Page 2.3. 


Yea, if the Faxderal Hol:n: ſs of their perſons, and fo their Co- 
venant-intereſt. continue no longer then their minority, (wherein 
indced they are ſcarce C.pable of any Church diſcipline) as is affirmed 
Page 37.) Theſe th.ngs being ſo, let any man judge how it is pol- 
ſible for Church- goyerament to reform ſuch gre, many, and pre- 
wailing corrup!.ons of Youth, 

' 2, Page 10, our Brethren ſay, © Ir #5 apparent to all, what a 
© corrupt maſs of Unbelievers ſhall by t913 change throng into the ft 
* lowſhip of Gods People, and the children of ſtrangers, uncircumciſed 
"in heart, ſhill be brought into Gods Sanctuary to pullaie ity Contrary to 
« Ezck 44-7,9. | 

Anrſ. 1, Whether theſe Parents in queſtion be to be counted 
Unbelievers, or not, will appear after, But if the Charity of our 
Brethren will allow them no other term, I pray, Who ler them 
into the fellowſhip of Gods People * Do not our Brethren with us 
affirm, That the Covenant of Abraham belongs unto them, and 
therefore they are to partake of Baptiſm the Seal of it? And (ſay 
they) there 25 the whole Churches Communion tn Lapriſm, as will as in 
the Loyds Supper, I Cor. 12.13. If then they would keep then 
Our of the fellowſhip of Gods Peopl:, they muſt joyn with thoſe that 
Chur that door againſt all Infants by which they entred; for if thep 
pe Unbelievers that are lo qual fied as in Propoſicion the fifh, then 
ucely they were ſo when th-y were Bapcized. By this, with many 
ther Paſſages, our Brethren may ſee whither their Frinciples do 
carry them. - Sa that the difference berween the Synod and our 


Bretbren, 


-—- 


Brethren, is not about their 4dm/ſion into. the fellowſhip of Godt 
People, but_ about The [mprovement of the Ordinances of Coriſt for 
ther gourd ,  wHile they continue in that fe llowſhrp ; wherein the 
Synods Docrine admits them not to acts of Communion with the 
relt of Gods People, but as they are regulaily fit ; neither do the 
Synod continue ther in th it fellowſhip, any longer then they walk 
ord-:rly, without deſerying the Cealures of the Church. Exch, 44. 
ſpeak; of ſtrangers amongst the children of /ſracl, ſuch as Toth, 
Neb 13.4 &c. not of any Iſraclite, ver.g. 

3. Ouc Berctiren in ther ſixth Conſideration , acknowledging 
«f Te gre-l Dcliverances and Wonders that the Lord hui wrought im 
& {517 t 63 for New England; they adde, But ſince rhe motion 
& ff thy Cnange, wat the Loras dealing haih been and ſtill &, we 
* leave to the prudent 10 144.9: We may plory m theas New. Light, but 
© iye fear it will prove but g'o'y1in2 in our ſhame. | 

4rf. Thad thought that Gods gracious-anſwer to the Prayers of 
the Synod 1662, in ſending Rain ſo fpecdily aid fweetly, 'wight 
nor onely have taken off that Impatation of the Droyght unto.the 
Synod, as if it was foriheir ſakes ; but alſo it nijght bave ſtayed 
our Brethren from ſuch Applications of the Proyidences of, God tg 
their own ends, I remember that when the Popiſh Cantons im- 
puted the death of Zaing/:u4 and "eco'anpad.m to the Juſt Judge= 
ment of God upon then for cauſing their Troubles, the H.ftorian 
bath this Obſervation upon ts {t & faith le) 4 pror's thought 0 
attribute the d [poſuon of every Event to the 'Providence oj Goa ; but 
to determine tc what ends thoſe Events are direfted by his high Wiſdome, 
# not farre from Preſumptions Men are ſo firaryhtly ana religion fly 
weaded to their own Opimons,that they are perſwiced God Iwveth and fas 
poureth them as much as themſelves. Hift. of the Council of Trer!,P. 609 
But if we. muſt needs take notice of the dealing. of God with: 
N:n-Enyland, in ref:rence to this caſe ; Can any prudent man lay,. 
that the Deliverances of New-Encla+nd are not as g eat and won= 
derf i] in theſe laſt years, and at this day, as in former years 
And as for thoſe affliting Providences that have lately b: faln us, 
hive we not had as heavy Strokes many wayes formerly > And 
have we not Sins enough that are evident, to kamble- us under the 
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Lords hand, as deſerying theſe and greater evils, but we waſt needs 
apply ther as Judgewents of God to this (falſly fo called) Change, 
and -brand the conſtant Doftrine of Gods eminent Meſlcngers 
am-ngft us, as a New L194t that will turn to vur fhame * The Lord 
forgive theſe many harſh Cenſures of the Brethren, 


Thus have I paſſed through this unpleaſing part of my Work : 
wherein, if by clearing the innocent, any thing doth refle& upon 
the Accuſers, 1 hope the equal-minded Reader will excuſe me; 
confidering, that the Name of God is named upon the Elders and 
Churches of New-Eng/and, and would haye ſuffered in them, 
ſhould not ſuch unjuſt Aſperſions be wiped off them by a juſt 
Apologie. Had our Brethten followed the Example of the Sy- 
' nod , with like Love, Tenderneſs and Moderation as is expreſſed 
towards them in their Preface, the world had not been ſo Scanda- 
(ized. as I fear it is, by theſe Conteſts, and I bad ſpared much of 
this labour. Oh! when ſhall we fee Brethreu manage ſuch 
Diſputes with that Brotherly Loye , Ingenuity , and Endeayours 
to finde out the Trutb, as becometh the Cauſe of CHRIST, 
and without ſuch harſh Refle@Qions upon mens perſons! The 


want of this i @ Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentas 
$10 


CHAP. Is 


Concerning our Brethrens Anſwer to the main Pueſſion, 


(Oo The Order of this Treatiſe, T need not trouble the 
Reader ; nor concerning their two Propoſitions premiled, 
Who doubteth that Bapiiſm is a Seal of the (95. l, and to be admie 
niſtred according to Goſpei=Rules ? Or, that 1h: ſuriſt way to endCon« 
trover(ies, 1s to finde out how it was in the beginning * Onely theſs 
Rules are too general, and haye a like influence into all Con- 
troyerfies about Goſpel- Ordinances. | | 

I ſhall therefore endeavour to. clear up from Scripture two. or 
three Propoſitions, that have a more near and immediate reſpec to: 
the Queſtion now in debate, It is no queſtion. berween us, Whe- 
ther adult perſons to be joyned to the Church, and to be BaptiJea, ſhould. 
bald forth Fauth and Repemtance to the judgement of Charity, and hat 
in ſome particular viſible Church? nor, Whether the Tifant-ſeed of 
ſuch are to be Baptized? Bur, the yery Hinge whereupon our De-. 
bate turneth, lieth in theſe two things: | 

Is Whether the Infani-ſeed of all (hurch-members ought. to ber 

Baptiyea ? : | 
2. What it is that Cuts off any from bis ef emberſhip in the vis 
ſible Church F 

Clear up theſe two from the Word of God; and the-whole-Con- 
troverſie is iſſued. .Torhis end I ſhall prewiſe three things. which. 
being proved by the Word of. God, will make my way plain and: 


ealie through alltbele «4ntiſpnodaliae 


That however the Memberſhip of the ſeed of the FaithfI be P;opeſ, 24 
conveyed-to them by their:Parents inſtrumentally,. yet it l>ws from, 1 


and is.graunded upon Gods Ioftituwon, as: the. principal Eiony 
: | cauls; 


þ , 
cauſe thereof, who is pleaſed to extend the Grace of his Covenant 
not only to the Parents, but alfo to their ſeed. God enters into Coyes 
nant with them, He # ther God, They are his People, T his is eyident 
Gn,17 7. | will eſtabliſh my Covenant between Me and Thee, and thy 
ſeed afrer thee, tobe a God ta thee, and to thy ſeed after thee : At eight 
dayes old they were to be Circumciled, as a Token of the Covenant 
between God and them, vyer.11,12, DOente29 11,12. Ther little 
ones ſtood before the Lord their God, to enter ito Covenant with the Lord 
thetr Gor, to be eſtabliſhed a people to bmſclf, What can be ſpoken 
more plainly and fully to this purpole® As 2.39. The Promiſe 
2 to your Childrens, 1 QCOr. 7.14. Your Children are holy, And in- 
deed, what can be ſuppoled in the Parents Faith, Profefſion, or Co- 
. yenaftting to briog in their feed, but it depen.Jeth wholly upon 
Gods Free-grace. ordaining his Covenant fo to be d.fpenſed > And 
hence it followeth, That the Infant-ſ-eq are in their own perſons 
aRually Members of the Church, being atually in this Covenant 
with God as Hts People, and he Their God, and baving the Covenant 
in their fleſh, the Seal of it applied to their perſons. And hence 
they cannot be cut off from their intereſt in God, and his Coyenant- 
Priviledges, but in ſuch a way as he hath ordained, which in Golſpel- 
times is þy Church-cenſures. 44 4t.18. 1 Cor.5, | 
There is a twofold Diſpenfation of the Covenant of God in his 
viſible Church ++ x. Outward and vifible, by which the Lord be- 
ſtows upon his Churcb, and all che Members chereof, the outward 
Priviledges of the Coyenant, his Ordinances, and Means of Grace, 
as they become Capable thereof, and wherein he tenders unto them 
the Saving Benefits thereof, with' many Means to bring up their 
hearts to the embracing thereof. This is evident, they bave all the 
Nare and Title of Gods People, H 15 Children, A Re pul Prieſthood, 
- Holy Nation, Samts, 8G, Gen, 6, 2, Exod. 19. 5,6. Dent, 32, 9, 
Iſs, 1. 1,2. Pſal. 50-1,2. Mat.15,26, Andrthe Ordinances and 
Means of Grace are theirs, Row.3.1,2. & 9.4. So in the New- 
Teſtament, the whole Church of Corinth are called Saints , and 
fanbful m Chriſt. The Seven Churches, R-v. I, are called Goldey 
Candleſticks, though there were corrupt Members in them. And the 
Miniſtry of the W ord, and other Ordinances, belong to the viſible 
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Church, Epheſc4.1r. x /or.12.28. Mat.18. 1 Cor.g, Whence it 
is evident, That Officers are ſet in the Church for the earfying of the 
Body of Chriſt, and for the healing and ſaying the Members of the 
vitible Church. "INS 

2+ There is a more Inward, Spiritual, and Saying Diſpenſation 
of the Coyenant to ſuch as truly Bclieye, and perform the, Condi- 
tions of the Covenant, whoſe hearts God hath circa <q. 
ing to the Promiſes of the Covenant, Dent. 30,6, E7«6,36. From 
this different Diſpenſation it is, that the Lord, though he requires of 
all ro Frar the Lord their God, to Walk in his wajes, to Love bin 
with all their hearts, 8&C. Denr.10,12,13, and keeperh Covenant and 
/ercy with them that love God, and walk with God in faith and obe= 
dence ; but reproyeth the wicked for taking his Covenant intother 
mout bes, Plal.5o. rejects their Sacrifices, 1/a.1., & 58, calleth them 
Uncrcumuſed, Ethupians, &c. in reſpe& of any inward and ſaving 
Benefars of the Covenant : yet ſtil] be owneth them as H# P:ople, 
Saints in Covenant with him, Plal 59.1, and followeth them with the 
Means of Grace till there be no remedy, 2 Chron. 36, This is eyt- 
dent in all the ſtory of the Church in the Old and New-Teſtament, 
as will appear more afterward. | _ 

There is a different Rule and Reaſon of admitting Members into Propoſe 1 
the viſible Cburch, and the continuation of themin it, being regu- 2 
larly admitted, In Adm:tring Members into the Church, we jultly | 
look for ſuch poſitive Qualifications asthe Word of God requireth, 
Viz, A vi fable Profeſſion of Faith and Repentance tt aduit perſons, and 
Federal Holineſs in Infantis We well approye that Saying of Cha« 
mer, quoted by our Brethren, ©** No man can diſallow ſuch diligences 
"19 prevent the profaning of holy things, and left ſuch 45 Simon Ma- 
gus (hould he hid. But to caſt out ſuchas are Regalarly admitted, 
we muſt haye poſitiye Impenitency in ſi 1,as a ground to cont them as 
Heathens and Publicans,M at,18. and that after due patience towards 
them ; for, eyen a» Heretick, may have two Admunitwns before re= 
jetlion, Tit, 3. 10, or at leaſt ſome notorious ſcandalous ſin, as 


lome conceiye from 1 Cor«5« 


Theſe things premiſed, 1 ſball proceed to conſider the next 
D thing 
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thing in order, which is our Brethrens «Anſwer to the 911m Dueſtion. 
viz. Who are the Subj-ts of Bapuſmn? To which their Anſwer i 
his : | 

& That viſible Believers and Converts in full Communion with an in 
* fitured Church, (being unbaptized) together with t het next ſeed 11 
** mnorigge arc the proper and immediate Subjects of Baptiſm, as to the 
« receiving of its» For the proof of this, they referre to the places 
before alledged, 11 4'. 28. 19,20. Mark 16. 16, Acts 21 38, 39s 
Their large Diſcourſe I paſs by, thcugh ſome things might be mat- 
ter of Diſpute: þut I would decline all impertinencies, and come to 
their Reaſon gathered our of thoſe Scriptures; which is this : 

* Thoſe are proper- and umnmediate Subjetts of Baptiſm, to whom 
* Chriſt, in the Goſpel-inſtuution, bath appointed it. But wiſible Bee 
« /jevers aud Converts in full Communion with an inſtituted (hurch, are 
« the perſons (being unbaptized) to whom Chriſt, i the Goſpel-inſtitution 
« of Baptiſm, hath appointed it, Therefore 11/ible Believers, &C, 

The greateſt weight or ftrels of this Argument, lieth upon that 
place Att- 2.38,39, and I ſee®ur Brethren put much confidence in 
it, affirming, < That che minor « expreſ; Scriptures and therefore 
* though many are unwilling it ſhould be true, and will. cavill again(t it, 
& ;x. wall be found true at the Day of Tudgement, &C. 

Anſ. God forbid; that in ſearching after the Truth we ſhouſd 

. Cavill atthe Word of God; but let us take heed of Adding 10 it, 
or Taking from -: But Whether the inor will prove true, or not, 
we need-not ſtay till the D.y of Fudgement ; for, the holy Scriptures, 
the Judge of all Controverſies, will eafily decide it ; and I will di- 
re&ly deny the Amor : for none of thoſe Scriptares, or any other 
that I know of, will prove , That full communion with an inſtuuted 
Church # requiſite to the Subjeft of Baptiſm, much leſs that ſuch are 
the proper Subjetts thereof 3; as if ſuch, and: onely ſuch, were to be 
Baptized; This of F=ll Communion our Brethren thought would 
adyantapge their Cauſe, and: ſo baye put it in: but it is a meer Ad- 
dition to the Word of: God; which wholly fails them of any proof, 
yea makes Evidently againſt them. Tn that principal place, 4s 2+ 
38,39, itis evident, tbatthey. were Baptized beforetheir Full Com- 
mungn,: For, is Peter called/them to. be Baptized' upon the 


ground: 


To” ©. 


l 
, 
+4 UW 4 
T l 
1» 0 
5 
js, t4{4 
Wi. SORE 
SELO 
\ = 4 
4 ' 
3 ; 
. S +4 f 
l $5 
1? +» 
WT) 
% þ 
| 78- 
i. 
«ix 7 
R [ h 
WH 5 
+Y. 
Ut J 
av d 
Wy 
Md b 
1 Ll 
Ft 
1% : 
{SE 
zit; 
1 
"'& 
*# A "wy 
lt 
# 
Nv 
F; 
We \ 
= i" 
1 
j 


j -, " o 
. : "OW... . 
_ 4 o & A | — i P ”"- 
” -—» « 4 AL. _ 


— G &S*s % b 
*CT 
PL - 
o 
” 6” a & Tf 
———— — —— — — ——_— Su 
” 
. 


zround of the Promiſe, ver.338; 2. They were Baptived, 24 addid . 
» the Church, before full Communion, yer.41,42, 3. It had been 
rery prepoſterous to put them into fullgCommunion, before .Union 
with the Church ſealed by Baptiſm ; for Baptiſm ts a Seal of Union 
with the Church, x Cor.12.13, which muſt go before Communion, 
But. they ſeem to ſuppoſe, at leaſt, that ſome in full Communion 
may be unbaptized, by that word (being wnbapriFed: ) but the truth 
is, that our Brethrens confidence in this Argumendwill be found fo 
greatly to fail them, that whilſt by it they ſeek to ſtraiten The 
Subjett of Baptiſrr, beyond the Dorine 0f the Synod, they deſtroy 
and take away the whole Swbjet# it ſelf of Baptiſm, becauſe there 
will never be found any ſach perſons, according to Go#pel-ARle, 
(which they call ſo much for, and appeal unto) that are in fuFCom- 
munion with an inſtituted Church, being unbaptiTeds I will be a 
little bold with our Brethren in this caſe, to challenge them to pro- 
duce any Rule or Example in the Goſpel; of any perſon that either 
was, or by Rule might be in full Communion with an inſtituted 
burch, bemg unbaptized, I hope this Anſwer is plain, and no 

avill, . | 
Yet for the further clearing up of this Anſwer, T ſhall remoye 
what may befurther ſaid by our Brethren. | 

Objea. Though thoſe in AQts 2. were not in full Communion allually 
before Baptiſm, yet they were admittedto a ſtate and right to full Come 
munion by their Baptiſm, which theſe Children in queſt ion are not, 

Anſ. 1, The Queſtion is not, What fate or right the Baptized ars 
partakers of, as a conſequent fruit of Baptiſm received ? but, What it 
4 that conſtitutes a perſon to be a fit Subjeft to be BaptiJed? | To de- 
ſcribe the proper S»bje& of Baptiſm, by the conſequent fruits of it, | 
and not by the precedent cauſes that gives right to Baptiſm, is yery 
improper and prepoſterous. If the Queſtion were, Who are the pre- 
per Subjefts of Church-memberſhip? we ſay, (onfederating viſible Br= 
hevers, and their ſeed; for this makes them fit for, and brings them 
into ſuth a relation; But ſhould any anſwer, That rhe proper Syt- 
Jett of Church-memberſhip,#s a perſon m fall communion wuh *an 'inſti- 

tuted Church ; er, One that 1s under the Teaching and Rule of Church= 


Officers, which are the fruits of Churco-nmberſhip received : Who 
D 2 does 
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Joes nf fee the weakneſs of fach an Anſwer ? ahd the like is - 
this caſe, Baptiſm being the Seal of Gods Covenant with bis 
Church, whereby we are Bgpt:Jed mto one Bod. 2. Altbough 
the Infant-ſeed of the Church cannor aQtually enjoy full Com- 
munijon in all Ordinances, as their Parents do; yer the Co- 
yenant of God ſealed to them in Baptiſm, ſets them in « ſtate and 
right to all the Benefits of the Coyenant, to be enjoyed by them as 
they become fit for them, as well as their Parents : for, the Couve- 
nant of God with Parents and ſeed, is one and the fame. All that 
ate in the ſame Coyenant, are bound tothe ſame Duties of the Co- 
yenant, and haye the fame right to all the Benefits of the Cove- 
nafit, as they come up to perform the Conditions, and are fit for the 
enjoyſhent of the Bleſſings. In adult Members it is ſo, who being 
under Admonition for Scandal, or in a Frenzy, or the like caſe, 
though they partake not of alt the good of the Covenant, yer their 
right remains: So here, when the feed grow up tO perform the Du- 
tiesof the Coyenant, they alſo partake of the Benefits, not by any 
new Covenant, or Memberſhip, butby the right of that Covenant 
God made with them, and ſealed to them in Baptiſm, as will aps 
pear more fully afterward. | Io 
2. I ſhall adde farther ,-It is true, that ro admit adult perfons into 
the Church, and to Baptiſm, vifble Faith is required ; and fo much 
the Texts alledged prove : but this is not the caſe in Diſpute be- 
tween us, but Aboxt perſons already inthe Church, and BaptiJea, whe=. 
ther in ſuch, the ground of BapiiJing their ſeed , be Faith and Grace 
made 71/ible in the ſame mannev , or their Intereſt m the Covenant ? 
and therefore the Argument doth not conclude the Queſtion. Put. 
caſe any of thoſe viſible Believers and converts, ARts 2, ſhould after= 
ward diſcover by their Worldlineſs, Looſenels, or other wayes, that 
there is in them no ſap or ſayour of Faith and Grace, eyen- to the 
charitable judgement of molt inthe Church ; my Queſtion is, Whe= 
ther yet (ſo long as they continue in the Chareh) their Infant-ſeed ſhall 
not be BaptiFed? Tf it begranted, 'then it is not-ſach vyiſabM& Faith 
and Grace, but. the Intereſt in the Church and Coyenant that gives 
Right to Kaptiſ, and ſo to thefe Church-members in queſtion, If 
this. be: denied, let there be one Tixtle of Scripture-Rule, or Ex- 


ample. 
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awple produced to' the contrary * * Havirig \dnſweted their Reaſon, - 
I ſhall preſent an Argument'-from the' ſame Text, :to. confirm the 
DoRrine' of 'the Svnod, Ir is to be noted ,' That (the Promiſe; 
Afts 2. 39. is That Covenani-Promſe which” Gad made with Abra: 
ham, as appeareth by that parallel place, 4&s /3.. where, ver. 19. 
Pere exhorts to Repentance, as in chap. 2. 38, and chap. 3.25. he 
uſeth the ſame Reaſon in other words, Tox are the children of the. 
Covenant which (70d made with our fathers; the ſubſtance whereof 
all grant tO be this, 7 will be thy God, and tbe God of thy ſeed mm theiy 
generations (although the Apoſtle there makes uſe of another branch 
of the Covenant concerning Chriſt, that-feed in whom God # the 
God of his People,) . Now the Reaſon ſtands thus: 

If the Covenant-promiſe to Abraham and hz ſeed, be a'ground to. 
Repent and be Baptized in the Goſpel-diſpen{ation, then 11 14 the Covenant 
of God with hts viſible Church that gives right to Baptiſm, But the 
Covenant-promiſe” was a froutd to Repent: and be 'Bypiiced, in Gospels, 
a:ſpenſation, As 2.38; 39. with chap. 3:19:25  Therefore' it. 55 the- 
Covenant of God withhis viſible-Chutth, that gives vight vo" Baptiſm: 
which is the DoArine of- the Synod. [OFT | 

Thus much to their Scripture-Argament, 'To which . our Bre.. 
thren adde the Teſtimony of. Mr. Riceard eWather.: ®© Well agrees. 
« ing with thus (lay they) i the Anſwer:of Revereud Mr. Mather in 
* ous Catechiſm SUL TILT (Ep , 43-015 {0 

Anſ. But, by their leave, it differeth from their. Anſwer: in the. 
main thing chat toucheth the cauſe in hand ; for, there is nothing. 
of full communion in his, which they pur into theirs: | . 

2. That Reverend and Learned: Aathor ſpeaketh: onely what: 
adult perſons ſhould be, in joyning-to:the Church,/ and-the: feed of 
ſuch ſo conyerted- and joyned, which. bath reference to their firſt-- 
Joyning to. the Charch ; not denying, that 'being once-r ularly - 
Joyned, they may after baye their, ſeed Baptized, thou they: 
{ſhould not approve thernſelyes to be true Converts. \, 

As forthe Objeftibns ard Anſt wershqrk ÞrongÞtity they {ar.no0t- 
the Obje&ions of the! Synod? And what, is.any Way: pertinent: tp: 
our Diſpute, may ſufficienrly be-takoa off. ;,by what-is- ſaid, and; 


therefore L ſhall paſs them by." Sou) ray. che'racher {9 do, ſeeing. 
3, oug; 
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our Brethren in their third Aoſwer bave yietdeid the Ceufe, For, if * 
q the Coveriant : made with Abraham, and the Circamcifon of his - 
" ſeed, was appointed uponthe ſame terms tbat Baptiſm was z Why - 
ſhould not Baptiſm be continued ſuccelliyely to the feed remaining 

in the Coyenant, as well as Circumciſion ? | 


o 


Concerning our Brethrens Notes, upon the firſt aud ſecond 
| Propoſition 


F the firſt Propoſition our Brethren onely give an Explicatiog 
, of the word Y:/ible Church, taking the word: Church as & Gen 
of all particular Churches ; from which we Diſſent not. 

In the ſecond Propoſition, wi7. That the: Members of the wi[ble 
Church according to Scripture, are Confederate viſible Believers, and 
their Infant-ſeed : They haye made divers Notes upon it, 

I. '* That. by vifible: Believers, they intend true Behevers to the . judge 
© ment of charity. And herein we agree, CN 

Second Note, © That- yi{ible Believers, and their Tnfant-ſeed, are 
« yr ey, hon And ſo farre we agree alſo, T hat they are 
perlons diſtintly and-ſeyerally coyenanted with by rhe Lord, not 
wrapped up un their. Parents (as they ſpeak.) 

. But whereas they diſtinguiſh them from their Parents, * as, not 
&« being Believers, never ſa called in Scripture, ' How can they believe 
© that oy” not the right band from thel:ft * They have no Faich aftual 
Kgy habitual, nor can bave, without a Miracle, and we hold Miracles 
<« aye ceaſed. 9th 07 £947 Wo t*31:4 

Anfe Thisis this grear Obje&ion of the Avabeptiſts apainft the 
Baptizing bf! Iofxtits}” and what the fcope' of 'this;Nane js here, I: 
know nor, except it be/to'deny: them any aRual and perſonal Mem- 
berſhip in the Church, asin their next Note : 1 {hallchereforef; mow 


the more fully to it; ' And firſtit appearerh, the Sotiptute nurebers 
them amongſt Belieyers;if it doth not allo exprefly call theri ſo, Mar, 
18.6. One of 1heſe lutle ones that belieut in me 3 wh ch ſome interpret 
of Infants 2 Cor. 6, 14,15. where all 'if-thet ?Chutch are called 
Believerty in oppoficion to '[»frd:lr)' And ne dvubr Pani would not 
allow any of theſe ro marry with Infidels| when pxowr up; by that 
Rule of his, and therefote he reckons them as Believers, 

2, To makea perſon.s Member'of th&vifible Church, the mat- 
ter is not wherhec he hath Faith and Grace really, 'or not ; if he 
hath ſach qualifications as the Rule'6f rhe" Wordaccepterhifor Faith 
in the viſible Church, we can go'ns further, This is tlear; and wilt © 
be cafily granted in: reſpect ot adalr:Þerfons; ' fa: man profeſs ke 
doth believe with all bus heart, as the Eunach, Ats 8. and nothing 
appears fo the contrary: If a man appear. Priced at the heart, 
Glaaly receive: the Word, SCC, as thoſe Htts 2. .Gods' Rule accepts 
of ſuch as Believers, and ſo mwſtttie Chorch,. th6ugh the Lord feeth 
that ſome, it may be:mwany ſuch, bave no Faith-in'truth';. for, Many 
are called, but few choſews Andtowever they may afterward dif- 
cover themſelves, as Ananias, Simon Mag, &c, yer all will grant 
theſe were rightly: receivedias viſible Believers. - In like manber is 
che caſe of Infants.: The-matter-is'nor; whether they-haiye'true 
Faith, or not, in-chea& or habit; fothey haverſuch qualifications as. 
God accepts of; torreceive "their perſons into/his Covenant, and to- 
be Members of the Body of Chriſt: This ſafficeth, though they- 
baye no Faith or Grace really. Now that the:Lord-doth fo accept- 
of them into the numbee!of rhe Faith ful; and asBelirvers,appeateth;. 
t, Becauſe hedoth account them Holy, C7514; br'it Foederal- 
er Coyenant-Holineſs, this implies tlfar' God '& their Gods 2abd if: 
God gives himſelf. unto them, furely he accepred ther as Believers: 
He is not the God of Infidels, who are wihour: God, .Epbeli/2, 125. 
The Covyenant of God is the ſame with-\Parenty, and their- ſeed, 

. and therefore. *God accepteth- them as: fuch' as" are. anſwer- 
able: to:the: Terms: and» Conditions: of: that: Coyenanty'* 2, ' his. 
aPpeareth from the*Natate of - the Seal of the 'Covendant:' Circam-. 
Cilion: was a. Seal of! the: Righteouſneſs of Faith ,.\'ROm. 4; When: 
God appointed this Seal to be ſet uponInfants, ſarely ag 5 

_ Ip HCIR; 


thetn, with Believers, ,-So when 'we are-lid to be: Bapiiped-inir © 
». Chriſt, can there be any Union with Chriſt without Faith > Asno 
real Union-without'true Faith, ſo no viſible Union without that 
which is acceptedas Faith : And when the Lord Jeſvs faith, Of ſuch 
& the. K mg dome of 'God ; doth the Kirgdome of God belong to 
Unbelievers ? If it be ſaid, Zr: # their Parents Fauh that ts accepted 
for them, not any thing 1m their own perſons ; I anſwer, If ſo, thar 
' Gol] will accept the Parefts Faith and Profcilion in their nameand 
ſKead,- as a Publick Perſon covenanting for them ; yet this is Gods 
free and preventing Grace towards.the ſeed, and doth engage their 
perlons to,the Duties of the Covenant, to avouch. God for their God, 

: &c, and therefore they- are aCtually and perſonally in Coyenant 

q with God, as well as their Parents, 

3» I adde further, That as we muſt reſt in ſach Signs of Faith 
as tbe Rule requiretb, though it ſhould not be there ; ſo alſo we 
muſt in cbaricy judge the beſt, and walk towards ſuch as viſible 
Believers, till by impenitency in fn the Church: haye juſt cauſe to 
count-them as Heathens and Pubiicans, SO Phil, 1,7. 1t ts meet 1 
ſhould think 1h of yor all, becauſe you are in my heart,- Love and 
Church-charity ſhould reach. farre., eſpecially ro Members: of a 
Church (regularly received; becauſe the: Lord :doth: give Faith to 
ſome; arid :who haye Faith in- truth, who out, is. bard: for us to 

4 judge. Andſo:it is infuch Members as came -inin their Infancy : 
*' Weknow. the Lord gives Faith and Grace to' ſome berimes, as to 
Sammuel, [imothy, and. others ; yea; in all Ele& Infants thac die in mi- 
nority,.. no. doubt: God giyes. them the Spirit of Faith, and that 
which,is proportionable'to the at of Faith; and therefore in cha- 
rity, we ate tolaok @t themas'Believers, till for impenicency in ſing 
the Church ſhall Zownr 1herr as (detathens and Publicans, 

.- ;Theirtbird Note is, © That though they be Member 3 in general, yet 

s {nfatitsſecd arg onely |faderally holy'; others that have taken hold of 

& the Covenant; are ſanthified m Chrijt feſur, 1 Cori6.11. Theſe have 

$7 at Parental and partial Right,. no; compleat and perfett; Thus the 

"Y « Lord)/þeaks Deut.4. 37. & 10.15, ARs2.38,39. So Dr. Ames 

bY * drſtenciion mito 'Perfett and Imperfett , 'Medul, Lib, 1, Cap. 32+ 

'*.S6&. I:3's | 11 "Eb 58 1 Fr 
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-vAnſ. T, Letit here be applied what was faid'of their Faith in 
Gods acceptance, and the reality of it in ſome of them, as well as 
in ſome admitted by Profeilion of Faith. 

2. Concerning this diſtintionof Federal Holineſs and Sanflified 
in Chriſt Zeſw : It is not ſufficiently conſidered what is contained 
in Federal Hcitsneſs ; Doth it not include, that They are im Covenant 
with God, that God is their God, that They are his Pedple, An holy 
People to himſelf, A Royal Prieſibood, A Choſen Generation, &c ? 
which the Apoſtle applieth to Behevers, x Pet. 2.9, And what dif- 
ference is there between Santtified in Chriſt {ſin and Saints, and 
Faithful in Chriſt Feſus?* which the Apoftle attributeth to the 
| whole Church , 1 Cor. 1. 2, whereof the holy ſeed was & part, 
4 Core7. I4s 

3» To ſay, Theſe have Parental and partial Right, Deut. 4. 37: 
& 10,15. AQts 2.38, doth any of theſe Texts prove, that Parental 
Right (as they call it) or the Right by the Covenant of God with 
their Fathers, is 4 partial Right ?f If God loved their fathers, and 
therefore choſe their ſeed after them ; was not the ſeed the obje&t of 
Gods choyce? and as perfett Members of the Church in all ages, 
as their Fathers were? It ſeems the Lord did as great things fot 
them, as for their Fathers, out of bis love to them, bringing :hen 
out of Egypt*with great power, Deut. 4+ 37,38. And were not their 
little ones eſtabliſhed 10 be @ People to God, as well as their Fathers ? 
Deute29.11,13» | | 

4. Door Ames makes notbing for their Tenent, bat agreeth 
with the Synod. His ſaying (take it intire) is this : Chilaren of the 
faithful are to be numbred amongit the faithful, as Members of the 
Church, 1 Cor, 7. 14+ for they are partakers of the ſame Covenant, 
«nd alſo of the ſame Profeſſion with their Parents : yet Tofants are nat [0 
per fe Members of the Church ghat they can eve atts of Communiong 
or be admitted to partakg of all Priviledges, anti the increaſe of Fauh 
appeareth ; but from thoſe things that pertam to the beginning of F auth, 
and entrance into the Church, they are not to be excluded, Medul. Libs 

I. Cap. 32. Se&.12.13- By tbisit is evident, that he doth not 

make them [per fett AM-mbers,in reſpe& of the relation of Mem- 

berſhip, but in reſpe& of «ils of CO Even as & cbilde vt 
vy : 
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the family isnot ſo perfe@ to do the work,& enjoy all thePriviledges. 
of the Family, asa grown perſon. is; bur yet be is as perfeRly a. 
Member of the Family, as a grown. man, Beſides, that eminent 
DoRorlooked at /nfants of the faithfulas capable of ſuch things as 
belong to.:he begmnmg of Faith, and to be admired 10 atts of Com- 
munion, as the increaſe of 1therr Faith appeareth : He thought of no 
other and new Memberſhip to intitle them to all Ordinances; bar 
that, !o come to them by their Covenant in [rfancye What can be 
more full, to ſhew his concurrence with the Synod ? 

_  ObjeR. ** Bur: Memberſhip is a word if Relations and therefore 
& cannor admit of degrees of: more or leſs, | 

To this our Brethren Anſwer, ©* That it i 4 clear exception from . 
E the general Ric, That ſuch Relations, the foundation whereof 15 ©uas 
« lny or Attion, d8 admit of diverſuy of degrees 3 as Similuude 15 4 
&© Relation grounded on ſome Duality ; one thing may be more or leſs 
E like another : ſo Calefattion,.&C, 7] 8 w— 

Reply. The Aathors. of this DiſtinQion are not fo authentick, 
but that it may beexamined by the Rules. of right. Reaſon. And 
fiſt it confoundeth all Logical Arguments, making Caxſc and Effet, 
yea.comparata, ro be. Relares, which is. againſt Reaſon. 
© 2. This Diſtin&ion will not hold : For, what Rc/ares are there, 
whole foundation is not in Aion or Quality ?. Why is this man 
2a Father, but becauſe he begat a Son ?.. The Relation of Maſter and 
Servant, Husband and Wife, and the like, is it not by Covenant, 
which is an Aon ? So that by this Rule, all Relzres ſhould admir 
Degrees of more or leſs; which is againſt that received Rule of Lo- 

ICIANS. | | 
: But how is this Exception 4pplied to this caſe? 

&* {n both which reſp«&ts (lay our Brethren) the Memberſhip of the 
* Infants Faith, and ett of Confederation bemg grounded on the Parents 
& Faith, #s.rightly diſtinguiſhed from the Memberſhip of ſach as are 
'« adult, which ts grounded on their own Fauh and Confederation. 

Reply. What dependance bath this upon the former Diſtin&ian ? 
where this Relation. is ſaid to be: founded upon. fuch. diverſity of 
Aion, as makes two forts. of. diſtin&t Members, as is pretended, 
and.not ofnely rwo degrees'of Memberſhip? og 


2. T be re. 


[29] 
' 'Þ. There is no ſuch (diverſity of the Foundation-of Members 
ſhip, as ſhould thus diſtinguiſh theſe Members ; the Foundation is 
one and tbe fame, y:7, The Free-grace of God in' his Covenant, 
extended both to Parent and Childe, Gen.17.7,9. 1 will be thy God, 
and the Goaof thy ſeed; The way of entring into this Covenant on 
'wan's part, is onely a differing mog#s ormanner of Covenanting with 
God. As a Sciens put into the Stcck by hand, and the Branches 
that grow out of it, are all equally parts of the T ree, though the 
Branches were not ſo put in by hand as the SCiens was. A Father 
that purchaſeth Lands to himſelf and bis Childe, the Childe bath as 
perf: & 2nd gooda Right as the:Father hath, though he did not 
-make the Bargain and Covenant. - as his Father did, 
T be fourth Note of our Brethren is upon thole words, © Whoſe 
& ox: Parents are in Covenant : which they ſay Is ambiguous - and 
thecefore they diſtinguiſh between © Parenal Covenant, (as they call 
© it) and Perſonal with preſuppoſed Faith and: Repentance : the formiy 
&* they c04m1 nf» fficient 19 Capacitate the next ſeed to Bapti]my 
Before I come to Anſwer their Reaſons interwoven'in this Dil- 
courſe : Seeing our Brethren haye ſo oft recourſe to their Niſtin- 
Qions of Members into attual, not attual ; perſonal, not per ſonel ; 
by Parental Covenantyand perſonal z immediate, and mediate; perfett, 
and imperfett : and:lay ſo much weight upon them ; as, Tat the 
P trental ({venant cannot capacuaie their-ſeed/tai Baptiſm ; That their 
Iemberfhip by Parental ( ovenant Laſts no longer then CUTICTS D P3g+.37s 
and, The perſonal Covenant of ſuch, makes them Members ; u the Form 
of their Membir ſhip, and the like : I ſhall therefore here, once for 
all, recall theſe' things to 1be | Law and Teſtimony, and try what Light 
is in them. als al db HY 
' And firſt; in'tny beſt Obſeryation, I can-finde no ſuch diſtin- 
QRion of P irental md Perſonal ( vveratit,that ſhould make:two forts 
or kindes of Members, neither in the Name or Thing : butall along 
inthe Scripture, gbe Coyenant is oneand the ſame that God makes 
with his People, and is calle bythe name of Gods Covenant, Gen. 
17: where this Coytnarit was 'nioſtſolemnly-madez-and to! which 
the of: renewed Coyenantsini'theOld Teſtargeny,abd the Covenant 
or Fromiſe.in the 'New Teſtament , -hath reference , as Rare 9. 
Senator Co 
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"Att 2. 38,39. with Chap#.25. Gal.3. In that place, I ſay, the 
Eord Calleth it «fy Covenant, ſeyen,. times, arid that in, reſpe& of 
Abrahams ſeed, as wellas of himſelf, VEere7 z9z10. Dente29, IOo,IlI, 
L2.. The little ones ſtood to vnter into Covenant with the Lord their God. 
Ezek.16.8. | entred into Covenant with thee, and thou becamiſt mines 
This is the common language of the Scripture, In the New Teſta- 
ment, beſides other places, note-that x Cor. 12, 12,13.. where the 
Apoſtle proves that the Church. is ve Body , conſiſting of: many 
Members (fome weak, and: of. leſs honour, ©c.) By Baptiſm, the 
Seal of the covenant, weare all BaptiJed mio one Body; and foas that 
there might be xo Schiſm in the-Boay : But how ſhall the Body be one, 
if ſome be Baptized into this Body as attxal. ayd. perſonal, Members, 
fome not. aftual nor perſonal z {ome into. 4 parental coveuant, lome 
perſonal ? What aSchiſm might-this make> ſome ſaying, I am noe 
attually of the Body, though Baptized with the ſame Baptiſm, (and 
there ts but one Baptiſm ;.) others may ſay, [ am.of the Body perſonally, 
Tou are no aftual Members of it * It ſeemeth the Apoſtle knew noe 
theſe DiſtinRions : S0.Gal, 3.27, 28, All are BaptiJed imo Chriſt, 
and-are all one im Chri(6. 

®-+. I finde, that the-Scripture doth clearly own the Church-ſced 

own up to adulr age, to be in Covenant with God, and ſo Mem- 

rs-of the Cburch by virtue of: Gods Coyenant made with them in 
their Infancy, and that before any perſonal Covenant, as they call it, 
See Dent.5.2,3. The Lord our God wade 4 covenant with ug in Horebs 
Tbe-Lord made not-this covenant with our. fathers, but with us.; even 
| #s, who are all of us herealivetizs day. Now'who were theſe, bur 
that-generation numbred by Moſes and EleaJar, when all that were 
numbred at the firſt, of twenty. years old and vpward, were dead? 
See Numb, 26.63.,64.; with Dent.1.3.. So that multitudes of. theſe 
now alive, werE-in rbeir infancy. and minority when God made that 
Covenant with them in Horeb z. and yet it is expreſly ſaid, God made 
#þat Covenant with. them, even with thew own perſons : that was, a 
Perſonal, not.a Parental Covenant, as ounBrethren phraſe it. And 
$þis is ſet our with.a.double Emphaſis: x. Negatively, Vote with 
oaxr fathers ;, Why fo, was it nat;,made.with their fathers naw dead? 
Yes lurely, but not ane/y.wpith them z Ot, not with #45 as wrapped #p with, 


or. 


ar in onr fathers, 2. With us, Aﬀeirmatively_; and again, Even with 
#s ; and athirdtime,: With us that are now alive,” in diſtinQion from 
their fathers t9at were dead: and all this before that ſecond Covenant, 
D:ut.29, fortbis is ſ2id of them before the Repetition of that Co- 
yenant at Horeb, to proyoke them to. the obedience thereof, Where: 
then is this Parental Covenant diſtinguiſhed frotn Perſora!, fo as to- 
make two ſorts or degrees of Members? F 2813122] I 
3. I obſcrye, That when the Scripture calleth this Covenant; 
The Covenart of their fathers, or of the Lord God of their fathers, 
it is neyer ſo ſtyled, tothe diminution or abatement of any Blefling, 
Priviledge, or Fayour that might come to their ſeed by'it,” bur 
rather for the advantage, and greater goodof the Children: See 
Exoad,3.15,16, & 63495, Leve26.44 45+ I will not abbor thery;82c; 
Bur 1 will for their ſakes remember the covenant of their Anceſtors, 
' whom [I brougbt out of Egypt : So Demt.4..3t, © So tharin theſe, and 
divers other Scriptures, we ſee no ſuch, diſadyantage to'the ſeed; by 
being under Parental {ovenant, as out Brethten'call-ir; 'who firſt: 
bring down Gods Covenant. to a Parental Covenant, and then make 
a very ſlight matter of that alſo ; fhax ir cannot capacirate their ſeed to 
Baptiſm ; 1s not ſufficient to eſtabliſh their ſted-to be a 7 to-Gods 
Will ugt reach beyond the minority of the ſeed; and thelike, ' © 
Obje&, Burt it wilt be Objeced, Thy alrhoaghs theſe” Diſlinftions 
be not. ſo expreſly found in Seripture-phr: t J#t the natute of the ſubjeft 
doth admit. ſuch Diſtinltions, fg Er AR ER | 
Anſc 1. Some of them cannot conſiſt with the nature of the 
ſabje& ; as for a perſon to be a Member, but not-a&#aly-5 perſon 
in, Covenang baptized into the Body of Chriſt, and'yetnot'per- 
ſonal : theſe. are plain. Contradictions in adjefte,” as welay, To, be 
A Memberand yet No Member. As for this of Parental andiPerſonal 
Covenan', ſo much uſed, it maketh not two Covenants, the Coye- 
nant is but one, and that Gods Covenant, 'as is {aid + there is but a dif . 
fering modxs, er manner of entring into it, 7 1 
2. As for thereſt, of 1dediate and */#1mediate Members, | Perfett - 
and 1mperfett, and the reft { Suppoſe that'in' ſome ſenſe 'the ſubject; 
do admit them, yerthey can-never bearup- {uch Conſequences as.are 
built upon them : for, they are. but diftibutions-ex adjunttzs, and ; 


, 


Þ pg. - 90. oy PEE Fo —.. Ko 
B1EET $31 SOT SE Bb DON. 207 5397 CTY TE | - | RE 

thoſe common Adjan s to many other Subje&s, which cannot 
make any eſſential diffecence: As when we d:[tinguiſh the Church 
into Y;/ble and [nwifible, 1t 1s Kill but one and the ſame Church : 
So Church-Covenantcinto Expire and Jmpligue, there is ſtill bur 
one ſoft of Churches or. Coyenants: So the Church is either 1#- 
compleat, without Officers, or Compleat, with her Officers ; yet ſtill a 
true Church, and not two forts of Churches. Such is this caſe, if 
we put twenty ſuch DiſtinCtions upon Members from common Ad- 
jants, they make, ng eſſential difference. T beſe things, beſides 
mueh.more that might be. ſaid,. to me _2fford this Concluſion, That 
inthels Diftin&tions,, and. t e rpplequences thewok, there is no 


- Scripture-Light, but a Miſt to.darken the Free and Rich Grace of 
God, ſhining out in his Coyenant to the Faithful and their ſezd. 
{I returg now to conſider the Reaſons of our Brethren, to prove, 
that "Parentel C Qvenant Capps, Capagitate their ſeed for Bapriſ Ms 
-{ Theirficſt Reaſon is, -* For, /o the Covenan ſhould be miailed to 4 
* thoyſant gener atgont, Way IG GR 
.. Hnſe What our Brethrens Parental Covenant Eean'do.1 know not, 
þut facely Gods Covenant is, 4 everlaſting Covenant, Gen.17.7. to 
be a God toxherr, ſeedy, vigyl They keeping, within the Covenant, frons 
generation 10, generations. Ak the Lord will intail his Covenant, 
and the Means, of 'Grag.thereby, to ſuch as erp bus Covenant, ro a 
—_— generations, what hurt 'is in' that > Bleſſed be his Name 
QT 1t4+ - ya). rf.» 4 FIR  ALIS. - 
;:/\Reaſ; 2+. Iſhmael and Eſau had the Parental Coytnant, but were 
* woEfbb/ifhed tharebes 1. pou alt og Loni ae 
| Avſ, Thiswss cot from any inſufficiency Jn Gods Covenant” (for 
[fo I muſt call it) burfrontheic fa that continued natin it, By this 
Reaſon, Perſun4! Covenant by Profeſjimn. of Faiih and Kepentance, is 
«x inſufficient z for lach, by their fia, may nor be eſtabliſhed. 
| Real, 3, © The immedigie Parents, nbeiief breaks off the Covtnant 
nfo tet ſnd, BANIHAnRF 
', *446/s Tzve 3; ſuch) Upbelicf whereby hey” obſtioately rejeRed 
- Chriſt, ts 23.45 46; AC41421.42,43.. burthis was not from'any 
 inſufficiency.in; Gods Cpyenant, to. capacitare their ſeed to Bapriſmy 
,oarlEfiatlſh a People, but, frgm their rejecting of the Coyenant, 
in 


- 


In rejedling Chriſt, that Seed in whom all were to be Bleſſed. 

Reaſ, 4, © Baptiſm ts, a4 Circumciſion was, A Seal of the Riphte= 
* owſneſs of Faith, Rom.4.11, which u inviſible in. thiſe children that 
& ſhould tranſmit Baptiſm | 

Anſe This is true, that as Circumciſion , ſo. Baptiſm is. Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith) And thende I'infer, that when God by 
bis Inſtitution appointed that Seal to. be tranſmitted to. the ſeed of 
Abraham, to long as they continued in the yifble Covenant, they 
were accepted of God as Believers in Eccleſ1 iſtical account : and ſo 
it is. in reſpe& of tranſmitting Baptiſm ;- ſo long as.the ſeed of the 
Faithful continue in the viſible Church, they are viſible Believers. 
Eccleſligſtical account , and may ſo tranſmit” Baptiſm to. their. 
Avg AR COERCE 

Reaſ. 5, They alledge © As 2.38.39, which, they ſay;reſtrains 
&« Baptiſm to the next ſeed of ſuch Parents as may fejs Kepen! ance and 
* E fectual calling; and js of- more weight ps; [rgument from far- 
* ferched and uncertain cauſequences out of. the | ; 


e Old Teſt amente.. 
nfs To this Text is fully anſwered.befare ;, and, 3s Was (aid, it 
fayours the DoRtine of the Synod, That the Promiſe or Covenant 's 
the ground of Biptiſas And that this. Text hath nov ſoch' Reſtraint, 
it may appear thus : Letall be granted that is; hgre ſaid, yet. fuppolt. 
ſuch vifble Converts diſcover afterward no ſap or eourge. Go Ce, 
ro.-the- faireſt Charity, but cqntinge Killin. che, Church, Thalf nor 
their ſced be.Baptized?- or muſt eyery, Ghureh-member hold forth'a 
Profeſſion of Repentance at the Baptiſm. of every childe #1 Ppofe 
Our Brethren will not ſo.affirm ; and if. ſo, then a,Church-member, - 
though not apparently. a ttue Penitent, may baye, his. ſeed Baptized,” 
As for far-ferched Conſequences fra 


mg Old Teſtanien, the following 
Diſcourſe will ſhzw, that none. uſe. them, 0. much as. our Bre-. 
thren do. WI"Y 


Concerning the.A nſwers here given to an Objection from Exod. 
20, The.Sypod doth. nor. make that QbjeRion, but. agreeth, with. 
this Interpretatign given in the third and fourth Anſwers, , viZ.. 50 thar 
the Priculedges,are qnely commed:0 the ſeed of the next, Parents, that. 
 Continge in the Covenants and are ngt broken off +. 


CHAP.. 


CHAP. Iv, 


-Concerning the third Propofitions 


Pro poſ Þ þ. favs" the Infant-ſeed of Confederate viſible Believers, art 
A. Members of the ſame Charch with their Parents, and 


when grown #p are perſonally under the Watch and GoveMtment of that 
Church. 


Our Diffenting Brethren, by their dilate interpretations of this 
Propoſition, ſeem to recede from their own Concefſlions : For 
this Propoſition was propounded, and earneſtly promoted by one 
of the chief of them, as tending to iſſue other Difficulties amongſt 
as, andto Reform the corruptions of Touth : and there were not aboye 

_ three noted that diſſented from it. But when it was obſerved (as is 
here ſaid) that the vther Propoſitions would be inferred from it, and 
ſo ſtrongly, that ſome ſaid, The whole Cauſe was given np in that Pro- 
poſitzoy z - Oiit Brethren therefore now think to eaſe the matter by 
their interpretations : but ſuch they are, as cannot covſiſt with the 
terms of the Propoſition, as will appear. 


« Firſt, (ſay they) wheti ic # ſaid, They are perſonally mnder the 
* Yatch of the Church z the meaning ts not, that they have an atludl, : 
« perſonal, and immediate e Memberſhip, which ts proper to thoſe in 
& Z,ll communion, but only that the Church-watch, mm the drſpenſation of 
« 57, ſhould reach unto their perſons : which was publick/y expreſſed in 
&«& the e Meeting-houſe by us, - | 
 _Anſ. How inconliſtent are theſe things? 1, Theſe perſons are 
Members of the Church , bat not attually: How then are th 
Members? potentially ? fo are many that are fit matter for a Church, 
that yet are no Members: or arethey ſo habitually f ſurely they are 
«Rually Baptizca imo the Body of Chriſt, x Cor,12,13. And ſhall 

| | VET we 


Vo 


we Baptize aQtually ; ſuch 85 are not aQually in, the Covenant? 
2: T hey ard ptrſonally under the Watch and Government of the Church 
yet the Church muſt not deal with their perſons, but reach their 


perſons at the ſecond hand, viJ. by their Parents : ( So indeed forme 


expreſſed themſclyes, but I thought it would not, have, been owned 
by the reſt) But. ths to reach their perſons, 1s not _to. touch thera 
with any a& of Church-governwent, but of Family: government 
onely., Yea, thus to. reach their perſons, is no mote, then, the 
Church may: reach an Heathen feryant : for the Church may Ceny 
ſure the Mafeer, if he reſtrain not the evils of his Seryant, as well 
asa Father for theevils of his Chjlde, RS” Sas «0h 

« Secondly, (lay they) By Diſcipline, we do nat intend Excommnnis 
© ration, which ts proper to Offenders m full, communion; for how ran 
& they-becaſt out of full communion that were never mn * 7 

Anſ, Then they muſt ſuppole that Excommunication is no part 
of Diſcipline, or intend -a Diſcipline. ineffeual ro Chriſts cds : 
for what are Admaqnitions unregarded, Without that Cenſure to. ſet 
them home ?: Mate.18. Excommunication is not to caſt out of full 
communion onely, but out of all communion : Let kim be as an Hea- 
then and Pablican, It isa giving up to Satan, for the deſtruttion of 
the. fleſhy that the Spirit may be ſaved, 1 Cor.5.5. and this ſoveraign 


# 


Medicine all that are within are capable of, and, may ſtand in need 


of its ITY no ix: 18-43-30 vi | ty % 
.. © Nevertheleſs, ſay they, the Church may aiſown them, and declare 

* them to be no Members, upon their deſerting of the Church, and be Ca» 
& yenant of therr fathers, by ſuch 'a Sentence as Peter pronounce te 
« Simon Mapus, As, $y21I «,; Lon 0tng 3 vilhn 1b :-©f{99:{.G% 
_  41{ 1, This diſowning ſuch.as no Members, is a meer inyen- 
tion of man, never ordained of Chriſt, nor cending to reach the ends 
of his Diſcipline : for, chongh it ſeems to agree with Excommunir 
cation, in not owning them as Members ; yer it wanteth that aw- 
full dread of Excommunication,to humble the ſinner, and bring him 
in. Yea, tbusto diſowp, them as no Members, is to rid tbe C hurch 
of _ any further care of thew, as thoſe. wabour. But.alladhs of Chriſty 

Diſcipline, are acts, of. he lope and compaſſion of” Chriſt and his 
Church to the Souls of. offenders, ro {eck. their Retiree Uo, 
| Ss wy 


Salvation; 1 Coro F.2; 2 Cor.'2. 6,7; 6% » } 
2. Att 8. 21, giveth no ground. of this Pra@ice : For, 
1, Peter did not prefently diſown him as no Member (neither ink 
deed doth the-place referre to Memberſhip, but to the power of 
giving the Holy Ghoſt) bar declaring bis fin and danger, he exhorteth 
tim'to'Repentance, and: to pray to God for pardon, ver. 22, which 
mplics, that 'tpon bis Repentance' he was ready to promiſe pardon, 
according to the end of Chriſts Diſcipline :* but perfaſting impenia 
tently in his (in, he might then be caſt out, Beſides, 2, This Sen- 
Ence: was. upott one that came in by Profeſſion of Fark; and if 
that were Peters meaning, to difown him as no Member of the vi- 
fible Church, and it be an Exawple to be imitated, then avyy Member: 
diſcovering Hy pocrifie to a. dileerning Spirit, might preſently be: 
diſowned as no Member, which would make fad work in Churches, 
$. If the Church may difown them, when they deſert the Church 
and Covenant, then they: may, yea ought ro own them as Men» 
bers, when they own the Covenant, and do not defert the Church, 

I cannot but make a lirtke pauſe here, before I paſs'o0n; and' ſes 
fioufly intreat ovr dear Brethren, and af. of their minde, to confi» 
der well how the Lord is wont to deal with bis viſible: Church, 
#69 all the Members thereof, in the Old and New Teſtament, and: 
eomPpare- therewith this rheir reſpe@& and care of he: Zambs of 
Chriſt: Flick, When the Lord hath once ſtricken a {ovenane with. 
his People, taking in ther ſeed with the Parents, Gem 17.7. Deute. 
29.10, 11. 

r. What Abrndant . Means of their Salvation doth he ordain, 
and cauſe diligently to, bz improyed to thatend? - Cam and Abel 
both admitted. to Sacrifice ; Abrabanw's Commands were to his 
whole Famrily-Church, Gen.,18, The: Haily oramiury Satrifites, andthe 
more ſolemn znd' extraordmary ,. were for the whole Congregation, 
Eev.4.1:4,2T- Numb. (234,25. To Iſratl pertain the Aavpion, the 
Glory and the Covenams, and the grumy of rhe Law, and the Service of 
G \ and thr Promiſes, Rom. 9:4. Atd how dit /the Lord follow his 


burch in allf-ages by. bis Prophets, to Bring them to Repenrance?- 


ye when gone after Baa; to rediice them by E1jah. How affe- 
onatcly dur the” Lord'by them plead! with bis People > Fer. 2: 
abit & &. 


= 


&3. Micah 6. P[al.8r. 8; &c. So fn \ihed Jew Teffarrett, the 
Miniſtry of the Word, and: other Ordinances, a yen tothe Yifuble - 
Chub” for their Salvation , *t Cor, 12, 28. Bphec, If) @c. ol 
Diſcipline to reduce and fave offenders, 

2. Confider the Wonder full Patience of God in ſeeking the Sal- 
yation of his vifible Charch, When the chi/drin of Yod were ſo 
corrupt, that God reſolved to deſtroy all fleſhs yet he ſpared them 
an hundred anti twenty years, ſending Noah a Preather | [Righrevuſ- 
#eſ3 to feektheit good, Gehtſ,6. 'And how great was his Patience 
to 1ſracl and 7ndah, ſending bis Prophets 'exrly and lite, olt' of lits 
compaſſion, till there was no remedy ? 2 Chron,y6. So the Lord Jeſus 
fent his Epiſtles To the ſeven Churches of eA (ia, to heal their cor- 
fuptions.; and though be threatned to Come quickly , yet ſpared 
them many years. 

3. See with what Compaſſion and Bowels, of baninne affeQiong 
as it were, the Lord expreſſeth bimelf, when he is abont to caſt off a 
People he hath bcenin Covenant with : How ſhall I give the up, O 
Ephraim * ' 8&c-* my Repentings are poten bog together, Hol. 1 x.$. So 
Chtift,. © Fran how oft woutd T have gatheredthee, as an Hel 
ber Chickens? &C. Mat.23.379. How Ihe. he Weepgver f eruſaleasg 
ſaying, O rhat thou hadft known at leaſt mihis thy day [&c. Lake 
4r. This is Gods'way, But what is our Brerbrems Way to the 
Members of the viſible Church, to whom Wey” conifels the Promiſe 
—_ ? AQs 2.39. . 

1. Though God baye firicken his Covenantwith chem,unid Sealed 
it To be therr God, and own them to be Hrs People 5 yet they will 
not acknowledge them Anal perfonal Aerpbers, butin fe De 
ftinguiſh them out of - the Chitche 

2. They allow them no 'more a&ts of Charch-patch- and Diſc 
pline, thes may teach an Infidel-ſeryant : and: Exormunication 
moſteffe&ual Ordinatice of Chriſt t Deſtroy tbe Fleſh, ab Sabo th 
Soxl, muſt not touch then: 

3. So quick'they are, that if the'Lord-be'not pleaſed tro give 
them S4ving Faith and Grace ſo ſoorf us thiy come #V' allult a : _ 
own them as No Members, and 'ſo\let then ©0. | 'Now 


kalike thi 1520 G6ds' 9, 300 doth nor ſee Ankle on 


* this is to. we one great Argument, That the Way of theſe. Brethren 
is not the Way of Od, v0 oo bo: 3G LK; 

To proceed :1 Qur; Brethren t9,'clear this Coaſt, think fit to Any 
{wer The Reaſons of the $ yn0d to. prove their Commuancein the {hurchs 
But the Readermauſt.notce, That thoſe, Argyments are not. applied to 
this Prop-ſtcion.in bang, here being E:gii Reaſons to prove T vey are 
perſonally. mnder the Watch and Diſcipline of: the (hurch, which are not 
touched.hy them... But the, Reaſons that, our Brethren here ſpeak 
goto, Are thoſe, broyght, by; the, Synod tq,proyethe- laſt Branch- of 
the tixth, Argument forthe fifth» Propoſition, viz That 'Churchs 
membrs admitiedin minority, \underſiauding the Dottrmeof Fauk,and 
publickly. profeſſing their Aſſent thereto”; not ſcandalous, in life, and ſc+ 
lenonly 2wuing the Covenant before, the Gharcr, wherein they gipe up then." 
felves and children to the Lord, and ſubje&t themſelves to the,Government 
ef: Chrijt »- the Chanch ; «Toa, thur Memberſhip ſtill commmueth in 
adult ages and ceaſeth net with their Infancy, And this is the rather 
to, be noted, becauſe if their. Anſwers ſuit not the caſe. of ſuch per- 
ſors, xben they; are not pertinent to take oft the Reaſons of . the Sy» 
god « But Jetius {ce-what is anſwered to: theſe, Reaſons. (chough-qut; 


* 


o-xhcir. Place. J:.r4; 3:4 44155 » : 


” 
v % 


.vReal. ® Becauſe in Scripture perſons are broken off. onely for ROFOTLORS, 
4. [Ptgpr meorragable 1mpenitency and anbelicf; not for growing np ta 
-u#4xle, age; Rym. 13.20»; +, - ed, 332 od iy ads 5 21S 00907 
Arſ. Our Brethren anſwer, © Not ſimply. for growing vp, but: for. 
i flrchArgeſ[ar1es; 4s may- atiend adalt agg Rom; 1,120; doth-not {ay 
*i onely for ngtorgous ſins, &C.. Negative unbeltef, N eglefting the meang; 
"* of. GractyNot.Profeſſing the Fauk, nd the. fruits thereof ;may give cauſe, 
* of breaking off. And to ſuch, though ogy. patience and expectation ought, 
*./0-b2. large avd lougs.yet th may betiregant atlaft;dnd;come to g7period, 
- Replys. Jaz Lf. our Brethren wouldi yt bold re chis, .it would read, 
much t2 'Qur defired:[laity, . For, hence; is will-follow, Thax their, 
Memberſhip received in infancy doth cantinue-in,aduk. age, untill 
ſlach 44c+{4r5c do appear, anddil} the: arippre of the Church, be tied 
ce} . Ar. Init, Were graqned abat Neg atigrerytabelicf, manifeſted; by; 
Megted) ofi the peanine der4ceo 0v'{ profeifingeof the Faith +. 444;the, 
fret oihiregjo night, afts5iloug Paticacergiye juſtibauſeto breakgber 
Tied | 


oft ; 


cre. 4 | 
off; yet, by this Rule, the perſons deſcribed in the fifth Propoſi- 


' tion cannot be {aid to be broken of, for they do- Profeſs the Faith, ind 
the fruits thereof, by a life free from Scandal, giving up themſelves to, 


God, and.ſnbmit:mg to the Government of Chriſt ih his Church : Or 
at leaſt ſuch as theſe are ſtill objets of the Churches Parience, and 
therefore not broken off | | | 
And ſeeing our Brethren come thus farre, I ſhall willingly meer 
them here, and confeſs, That if Negarive wnbelzef be manifeſted by, 
N eglett of the means of Grace,, Not profeſſing of the Fauh (being or- 
derly called thereunto by the Church) and Continuance impen eencly 
m ſuch Neg/eit:, after due means, with due patitnce uſed by the Church, 
this would giye the Church juſt cauſe to caſt them out. for this were 


Incorrigille [mpenitency FLV fin, And\ Oh thar we taight. mect here t 


: 


But when I conſider many other Expreſſions in this Treatiſe, I fear 
my defices will fail; For, if no a& Wy Church-governniet may be pat 
forth upon their perſons 1medately, but by their Parents, how ſhall 
the Church come atithem,. to pyt them upon ſuch Duties, and deal 
with.them for their Negle& thereof 7 and. when their Parents be 
dead, , what ſhall rh's Chutch' do then > and' when their Member- 


>» 


ſhip is owned onely in, general, as wrapped up in their Parents, not 
attual or perfonal 3 yea, when their Perſonal or Federal Hiline|s 18- 
denied to continue in adalt age? Theſe, andthe like Paſſages, Pag.. 


2325, 37+ and. in other places, do, make me feat, that our Rte: 
thren will not hold'to theit Expreffions in this ptice, 
.: Keply 2, Although. Rom..11,20, faith, Nt onely for notorious 


ſms, &c, yet it ſheweth how the Jews were broken off; which' we. 


6-0 of ES) 0 h# | 0 
know was for 2 »tortous fins, and I1corrigible [mpenttency, and Vn- 


belicf, And1et any ſhew, that any bave been broken off, or by Rule 
may. be ſo, for N ezative uubelef,, without [mpenitency added, 1 he 
contrary we finde 2 Chron, 36,16. Mai,21.43. At; 13445,46: &. 


18.6. & 19.8. 


Reaſ, 2: The Fewiſh children circumciſed, did not ceaſe to be Meme, 
bers by ' growing up to aault age, but continued in the Church, and.” 
were bound tothe Duties of *Mgmbers," Deut, 26, 2---ID, © 16o, 


46919. Gay 


* Anſ.. The circanciſed Jews did not ceaſe to be Wembers Simply for. 
c bo. s 5.3 $- q growing . 


P.'3, 


* 


— GA 


(%] 
& ;4 piping up, but for griiming ont of kinde. Jet2:2 1. They becams des 
*« cenerate Planti, Amos 9.7. Children of the Negroes ; Baſtardl 
& Branches to be cat «ff, JObe15. 2. 

Re31). There is a double great miſtake in applying theſe Scriptures. 
rt. They do not ſpeak of perſons ceaſing to be Members, As for 
7ere 2. it was the Word of the Lord to 7eruſalem, ver.2. and that in 
the thirteemb year of Joſiah, after the Covenant was renewed, and 
Religion greatly Reformed ; and God calls them Hu Peoptr, ver. 
I1,13 and therefore their Memberſhip ceaſed not at that time. 
So Amos 9. He Prophbeſied in the dayes of U7Jiah King of Fatah, 
and Joaſh the ſon of Feroboam King of Iſrael, in whoſe dayes God 
had not yet removed 1ſracl out of his [ght. As for Foh.15,2, though 
the Lord doth in bis time cut off #nfruirful Branches by Death, ot 
Church-cenſures, yet till be doth ſo, they ate expreſly Nd to be 
in Chrif. So that theſe places ſpeak nothing of the teaſing of Church» 
memberſhip in adult age.  _ EP ti | 

2. Theſe places do not ſuit the perſons inthe fifch Propofition, 
fer. 2. 1peaketh of ſuch as Prophejied.by Ray's Thi played rht havlos 

#n every high hill, yer,20. and are therefore called A degenerate plant, 
ver.2I, Amos ſpeaketh of Ifraclin the corttpr times of 1dolatry, 
and reproves their great Cove rouſneſs and Oppreſſion, Chap. $8. 4, 5: 
And therefore if fach as tbofe ants to to be Members in adult age, 
it doth or follow chatthe Memberſhip of theſe in queſtion doth 
Cea Ce, | ; SY, 20 7.0: L3 343d 

What is here added about the phraſe of Enrring into Coveuutt, is 
a miſtake : for, the Synod ſpeaks of Entring into a new Member> 
ſhip, not denying the phraſe of Entring uto, Or Renewing the Covi* 
pant. | 
Real, 3.. Theſe Relations of Bond-ſervants and Subjefts, which the 

Scripture maketh nſe of to ſet forth the ſlate of the children of the 

Church by, Levit. 25. 41,42. Ezek.37.25. do not ceaſe with 

Jofancy, but continue in adult age, whereby they are engaged 10 
duty when they are moſt fit fort, So here. : 

* Anl.1, The Pebarion of the Son of the Bond-woman may ceaſe in 
« adult age, 44Iſhmael ; much more of the Bond-ſervams,  _. 

Repiz. TheRelation of /ſhmas! ceaſed riot by growing up to 

adutt 


4) 


- Jduleage, nor till be-was caſt out. for his fin Theſe in queftlow- 


are not caſ? owt, ordeſerying ſo.to- be; and therefore this Anſwer is 
impertinent. Foto >. 2s © fog 954% what WIE 
* Anf,2, By t91s Reaſon, Moral wickedneſt'fhauld not cut off adult 
* eAMcmbers, for that doth net cut off the Relation of Bond-ſervants, 

Rep!:. This Argiiment taken from the common nature of Civil 
and Church-Societies,  dath. not require they ſhould. hold in all 
things; as, that they ſhould be governed by the (ame Laws, and 
fabject to-theſame Paniſhments: that were indeed to make Sim/.- 
tudes run 0n all four (as we lay. ) I Is enough if they agree Mm 
that thing wherein they are applied. And this Application of the 
Synod is Clear in Levi. 25.41,42, Where the Children of the Ifra-- 
elitifh- Servants were to ſerve with their parents euto the year 0, fubiles. 
which being every Fiftieth Year, they were oft grown-up to adult 
age before tbat time: And tbe reafon why they ſhould then go our, 
Is, Becauſe they (that is, Parents and: Children) are wy Servants, [aith 
the Loxd, So that there is the like reaſon in Gods Service, as in that- 
Relation. And weſee Day: delightethto own: himſelf the Seryame 
of the Lord im this very Relation :: / ams thy Servant, the Son of thine 
Handmaid, P1zl.116.16. that is, engaged ro the Service of God: 
from his Birth, and {o for ever, as the Son of the Handmaid was, 
Exod, 21.4. And yet if the Similitude ſhould. be prefled [o farre,. 
we know that the oral Wickedneſs of Murther, Adultery,. and the- 
like, wouldcat off Servants and.SubjeAs. by Death, accordivg to. 
the Law of God. 

Reaſ. 4. There tua ondinary way. of ceſſation of Church-memberſhip 
bus by Death, Difimaſſion, Excommuwnicatin, or Diſſolution of ths 
Society 3, none of whiths the caſe:af the childrewin queſtions. 

Anſ'z. This #.to-be underſtood of IMembers in. full communian,, 

* which theſe adult children' are' note. | 

 Reph, If none-of theſe belong; to ſuch adalt children, to- cauſe: 
their Memberfhip'to ceaſe ;. then-by their judgement, it. ſeems, they. 
have-no-Memberſhip at all, if neither Dea, nor Drſſolution of the 
Society, can cauſe it to. ceaſe: which before they: feemed. .nox.:to; 


« Anf.2, There ere: many:0ther ways of the: caſfatian.of, Churck-. 
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© members; they may Excommunicite themſtlors (44 Mr. Cotton, The 
< 'Aſſembly at the Savoy; and Dr.Athes affinw:) Alſo by Withdrawingz 
« ſometimes commanded of God, 2 Tim. 3-5. Rom 16.17. ' Alſo by 
oy Apoſtaty,t Joh2.19: By Hereſic, a1 Arrians, Onakers, BC | 

R:plys 1. If theſe adulc children may 'E xcommunicate themſelver, 
then it is yielded that they are Members in adult age. But if all 
theſe were granted, yetinahe of them is' the caſe-of theſe in 'the 
fifth Propoſition, © + G 1:70, 2 1:43 

2, Here is a needleſs multiplying: of -particulars: All ;but 'a ſup» 
poſed Lawfu! Wubdrawing, are Subjects of Exco:mmunication, as 
ſhall be proved. Concerning a-Lawf#l Withdrawing, that Turnmg 
away from ſuch, 2 Tim. 3.5. ' and: Avoiding thoſe, Rom,16.159. way 
more fitly be underſtood to be done, by not admitting:themintoithe 
Church, ior caſting them out; if. they: be in ; rather then” by Wek- 
drawmg from the Church it ſelf for their ſakes, which cannot be 
done without Schiſm, except many Cautions be uſed. Neither 

can ſuch Wuhdrawing looſen 4 man's Relation to the Churcb, which 
no doubt may call him to account for it, 'and he is bound to render 4 
reaſon thereof ; elſe all Diſcipline may” hereby be made fruſtrate, 
'Now if his R-«ſons be found juſt,it will be all one with a D:ſmiſſion. 
' 3, Concerning this Selj- Excommunication : T1, The ordinary 
inſtances of Cain, /[hmae!, Eſau, are got .ckar that they. did Ex- 
communicate themſetves,” but were caſt out by the-Lords, The-Cutſe of 
C ain, was to be 4 Vagabond and Fagitive in theearth; Which beun- 
derſtood of his caſting out of the Church, From! thy face ſhall T be 
hid, Gen,4.14« As for 1ſhmae/, the cafe is plain: that be was caſt 
out by 4bravam, the Governour of the Church, by the appointment 
of God, Andof E&/as it is expreſly ſaid, -that when he world have 
inberited the Bleſſing, ke was regetted, yize 'of {ſaac; after wWhich-re- 
j|{&ion, he went away from the Church.in 1ſaae's Family. Con- 
cerning the inſtance of rhe Sons of Abraham by Keturah; how long 
they continued toWorſhip thetrue God,or how they fell off, who can 
ſay, or prove that they Excommunicated themſelves, without ariy a& 
of ' God that bag the nature of .ſuch 'a Cenſure? As for. Open and 
Ubſtinate Hereticks and Apoſta'es, which lome call Excommunicazi de 
Fure; that hind:eth not but thar they: may, and ought to be Excom- 
goes municated 
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municated in FaRt alſo. Bur if we ſpeak of Goſpel-times, where- 
in the Lord jeſus bath fo expreſly inſtiruted CharctBtenſures, for the 
ſaving of Offenders, and purging of his Churches and 'hith 
confirmed the ſane with ſuch Promiſes, to Bude and Loſe m Hea's 
wen, what is Bound and Loofſed dn Earth, Mat,18. I conceive (with 
due reſpe& to the Authors alledged) That no Member of a parti- 
cular Church (having the Power and Exerciſe of Church-Diſcipline) 
can ſo Cut off his Relation to' that Church actually, bur that ' the 
Church may, and ought to diſpenſe the Cenſures to him, as'the caſe 
ſhall require, My Reaſons are : | 

x.Frotn the Ends of Church-Diſcipline ; Vit. Toreduce and ſave Reaſon 1. 
ores Mat. 18, 1 Cor. 5.5. To purge the Church, 1 Cor.5.7. F 

0 vindicate the Name ani Glory of God, in bearing fall teſtumony a- 
gamſt Scandal;, 2 Sam. 12. If. * 2 Cor: 7. 1t, Tos have approved 
your ſelves ro be clear in this matter : For the Example and Terrour of 
0:hers, 1 Tim:5.259. Whence the Reaſon ſtands thus: Ire 

If the Lord Jeſus hath betraſted his Church with the Power of 
Charch-Difciþline for'thef& and the like Ents ; then it is the duty 
of the Church to put forth this Power 'whenſoever theſe, or any of 
theſe ends may be attained with the Edifgication of the Chutch, 

But there'is no.caſecan befall any Church-member, wherein theſe, 
or ſome of theſe 'ends may' not be attained. ' For, pat caſe a Mcuo- . 
ber be tarned * Arian,” Dnaker, Tirk, ant what you will; yert-the 
Cenſure denounced will Azquic the'Church; Ymaicate the Name and 
Glory of God, in bearmg full teſtimony againſt ſuch Scandals, and tend 
to the Terrour of others: yea, Who knowethhow farre the Lord may 
improye-it:upon the'ſianer for:his good 

2. Tf in Scriptare-patterns; "the worſt of Hereticks and Blaſphe- Reaſon 2. 
mers were laidunder Cenſures, notwithſtanding their ſuppoſed Self-" 

E xcommunication, then we ought to follow 'fuch Patterns in all 
ſuch caſes. Bur ſuch was the PraRtice in Scripture-examples, Tir. 
3,10. 1 Tim. 1,20, 1 Core16.22, Therefore, &c: 

3: That Pofition-that openeth a door for Church-members to Reaſon 3;; 
evade and fruſtrate Charch-Diſcipline, is not to be adwitted, Bur J 
this Pofition-deth'open a door to eyade and fruſtrate" Church-Diſci- 
pline, For , by this means, any Member in danger of Church- 
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cenſares may Withdraw himſelf; Renounce the Church, and'then they 
cannot proceed againſt hjm : for, it were in vgin to cut off a Mem- 
ber that .bath already, Excoumunricated himſelf, If any {hall ſay, 
It u ſufficient. puniſhment. and. judgement of. God, to, leave a man ſo 
to Excammunicate himſelf, Anſ. But bow then ſhall che Church 
be diſcharged of their dury to ſave the Offender by Excommunication, 
that tends to deſtroy the fleſh, and ſave,415 Soul? I-never read that 
God -blefled- Self- Excommanication to that end, Yea, by this Po- 
fition, a wicked, Schiſmatical Member ſhall take the Keyes out of 
the hands of the Church, and Cenſure the-whole Church, {as oft 
they dv) and the Church hath no Power to lay any Puniſhment upon 
bum far it, | ks pe en, a ns 
* And hence thoſe Scriptures allecgr \Hibrato.21, 1 fohn 24109, 
may receive. a juſt Anſwer.;z, for, that, Forſakung, of the «ſſemvlmg of 
themſelver, and Going out, doth not exempt them from Church- 
cenſures, or proye that they were oz «ff before Church-cenſures, 
If tbe fact {auth 1am not of the'Bedy,.u u therefare nu of the Budy ? 
Or. can; this, Wwbdsanyng . diſcharge the Church from. uſing the 
Fan of their recoyery, ar.,cxempy themſelves from the juſt Cen- 
are and Puniſhment appointed by. Chriſt for ſuch Offenders ? 
 Reaſe 5. Theſe adult. perſons are, eAembers or TV an-members ; if 
 Nox-membersy. then a. perſon. admitted. a, Mpmlgr, and ſealed by 
- 1 Bapriſm,, uqt coft:04s 187; deſerpmy ſa tobe, way (the Church ſtil 
. remgining}).become:a Natmeenter, out of 'the Churgh, aud of the 
unclean world : which the Scripture acknomledgeth not. * 
*« Anl, i. embers aud Net-members are not oppoſites, but with 
* taking mm the conditions of all appeſites, 14s tn -1hw caſe (ad idem, ar in 
© the ſame reSþef1) they mey ibe-N ourmembers in full cammunon, and 
« yet Members in Parevial Rights, , I 
Reply, I» This DiftinQion: is not, ad -1dew; for tbe want of - 
fall Communion is not ſych a reſpe&-as-makesa man a Non-member, 
for ſo a man under Admonition for ſome Scandal, or in a Frenzy, 
ſhould be 3 Nommemb&-, 2» The queſtion is pot, Whether beſe 
be 1 embers in fall Communien? bit, Worher that Member ſhip which 
was /auled up unto thim:in Baptiſm, doth continue 41 adult age? And. 
vis ſeems, 0ncemare here to-be granted, 
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"Reply. Thi is ) UthCoal2UE thele Metnbtrs i/queſtion: And 
if jt were'{6, that they deſerved" Cenſor), yet no'man i#' aQtyally 
cut off, tilt the Cenſute be applied. And; it rbey uy deſerve Ceita 
ſew then are ans Perſonal Members under. Cri Wo 


'T onterning the « fond Propei tons” 


Pro _” 4+ 6p adalt perſe ſons are not therefore to be admitted to fall 
Communion , meerly becauſe they are , &nd continue 

Membars, wethout ſuch further Punlifications as the Word of God r YE 

quireth thereums. 


Our Brethren granting this Propofition, yet in reftrence fo the 
fifth Propoſition, are pad by way of Prevention to ſtate. this 
Queſtion; vIT. & Whether there art, or (ſhould be m the Church, ſuch 

* perſons as oy publickly and perſinally Covenanted, that are nat. us 
* full Commumon-? The Negative they prove : 

Real. x, ** Becauſe publick, and perſonal Covenanting #5 the forma- 
« liry of a Church-member 5 [uch have all the conſtitwent cauſes, and [oe 
« ,[ I the conſeq ences of the Form, and all the privideages of 1hat; Subjed, 

* which in thes caſe 1 ts full Communion, Hence the Porm introduced, and 

: che Covenant per ſonally-owpea, doth meceſ] arily "wp ly all the priviledges 
my bees ih ycunto. 

A'ſ. Every Pablick, and Perſonal Covenanting ts not the Form of 
Church-memberſhip, The Covenant was oft renewed, publickly 
owned, or Entred into, by ſuch as were Members of the Church 
before; as in Denr.29. and other Scriptures,doth appear, And this is 
the caſe of theſe in queſtion, who were in Coyenant with God and 
his Church, and bad the Seal of > Ae ſet thereto before, Genef. 
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17.7; .1,Core12.1.3+i gpd.therefoge-this Awning, of the Conenant, is 
. onely 4 mqnifeſtariqnpf. their. epngingance.in, it, ,; And begce, this 
we gat ths Fare ogf $46" Merge but aDu;y of tl eir.Coyenant, 
and doth not in it ſelf; firtbem far-fall Communion, except withall 
they hold out ſych 2 4«/if;4t1095-45 the Word of God 1.quireth therce 
antos A Youth that hath the corſt tuent cauſes of a Man, Soul 
and Body, with ſome Underſtanding and_Reaſon, is nut thereby 
capable of all Priviledges of a man. as, To. Matry, Give.good Al- 
{urances of Lands, and the I;ke. An adult perſon received into the 
Church by perſonal Covenant, is not fit for the Lords Supper meerly 
becauſe he hath Coveranted, fur except be bath fuitabie qualifica- 
tions, be will Eat judgement to himſelf. 
Real. 2, © Becauſe theſe that were admitted by. gerſonal Covenant in 
&* 1h: Primitive (hurch, continued in pay Communion, AQts 2.4.1. 
A-ſ. There is not the ſame realon ; for they were admitted ip 
adult age, and alſo induced with eminent Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : 
Theſe being admitted in Infancy, dg onely by Owning the Covenant, 
manif ſt their continuance therein: The /ndians newly converted, 
avd holding forth ſo much Faith and Repentance as ray admit 
them into the Church and Baptiſm, might yet need further Prepa- 
ration to the Lords Supper, not having ſuch eminent gifts. 
Real, 3. © Becanſe rh Dettrine preſuppoſets , that what Know- 
edge, Fauh and Repentance ts required mm adult perſons comme to 
* Baptiſm, #5 not ſufficient ro 1he Lords SHpPErs,, | 
Arſe, This Do&rine doth not ſuppole it; for it ſpeaketh onely 
of ſuch adult perſons as were Baptized in infancy, not to be Bapti- 
zed in adult age. It ſuppoſeth onely that perſons Baptized in infan- 
Cy; andcontinuing in the Coyenant, and: yiſible Church, may yet 
be unable to! Fxamrine themſelves, and difcern the Lords Botly, And 
Hence the Reafons which here follow, ' touch nor this caſe. ' And 
k is well if {ome of them do not argue. Agamf the Bapuiting of 1h 
Fants 3 Or, That Infants Baptiged may partake of the Lords Supper. 
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IL | Cencerning the fifth Propoſition: 


Propol, 5. (rowers who were admitted in minnrity, under- 
ſtanding the Dottrime of Faith, and publickly profeſſing 
their Aſſent thereto ; not ſtanaalons in life, and ſolemnly owning the 
Covenant before the Churct, wherein they give up themſelves and their 
children to the Lord, and ſubje& themſelves to the Government of Cbriff 
in the Charch , their children are to be BapriJeds DES "0 


&« This Propoſition (lay our Brethren) doth ſiumble us moſt. Their 
Reafons are : RO 

Real, I. © Becauſe, there being three Expreſſions propounded, this 
« /perverh further then the other from the Scripture. 

Avnſ. Be it granted, that ſeyeral terms and exprefſions of theſe 
Qualifications were proPonpded ;. theſe onely in concluſion were 
Afented unto. But if pur Brethren judge, That they' all ſweryed 
from the Scripture, what matter is it which ſweryed moſt fromi? If 
rhis {werwvet> moſt, they have the more advantage of Diſpute againk- 
ir, Burt ſeeing they /{-»-b/c ſo. much at this, I ſhall eably remoye. 
this Block out of their way. Ea 

Oby, © Firſ?, ſay they, m the, former Expreſſions it was required, 
© they thould underſtand the Grounds of Religion; here, ns more then 
&© the Doftrine of Faith: So that they may be 1gnorant of the Doltrine of 
© the Moral Law, and ſo haveno knowleage of Sip, of the Duties of 
{© Holme ſs, R ghteouſneſs, Sabpaths, & Co 
 Anrſ, As if the Dottrine of Faith were not as large as all*th | 
Grounds of Religion, both'in the acceptation'of Scripture, and of 
Orthodox Divines, , Phil,1.27, when the ApoſtJe exhorts them ro 
{Frive for thz Faith of the Gosful, _— they let go the Dotrine 4 
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the Moral Law , or any other Grounds of Religion? 2 Tims 
4+ 7+..when Paul faith, He had kept the Faith , did he let go 
the DuR:ine of the Moral Law, and other Grounds of Religion? 
Jude vere3. Contend for the Faith 3 was not hui Faith oppoled to 
the fi'»y Dreamers that finnedapainit the Moral Law? and there- 
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ſuffice to, ſhew heir Continuance in the viſible Church? What if the 
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fore ſurely ihe Dottrme of Faith comprehends the Dottrine of the 


AAvral Law, When our Synod at. {ambridge 1648. declared their 
Conſent with the 4 ſflembly of Divines in England, in The Dottrine of 
4.4, ; and the Aſſembly at the Savoy calleth that Bock A Declar.- 


tron of the Fauh .nd raer ; do they not mean by the worg Fauh, 


all the Grounds of Religion, excepting onely matters of O-d:r ? 
But whar need more Inſtances, when the Preface to this Book tellerh 
the world of + few Names that are ſteufaſt in the Faith and Order 


of theG«ſpcl? I dare not be ſouncharitable, to think, that ſuch 
perſons do not bold faſt The Doitrne of th: e Moral Law, and all 
TheGronnds of Religions Surely.the Synod intended it ſo. 
Obj. 2. ** 1z th: ſecond Expreſſion it was required, that they ſhould 
* be Examined of their ſenſe of their needof Chriſt, and arſrres afier 
* him; here, only of their Aſſent 10 the Difrine of Faub, which the 
& Devils may Þ4Vcs | As 
_ . AL Burt fach ſenſe of their need f C briſt, ane defres after hin, 
ſhoulJ nor, upon fach Examinatign, appear, but this Aſſent to-the 
Dotlrine of - Faiih, with all the otber Qualifications ; Might not this 


Devils may give an fem to the Truth Þ it is not free, bat inforced; 
and tt ey want all the other Qualifications, that theſe bave. | 
Ob). 3. © The former requireds.that they ſhowld gave Sat ifattion f'r 
* 2ny Vifcnce toy had fallen into ; here, onely tat they are Not'Seand..- 
« [ors in lifce T he former, Viz. Offences, comprehend O: i0:nal S:2, 
© or any other commuted aga.nſt God or mar, Jaw.z 2. Scandal in 
© /f ,roterh one'y Ntorions ſins, anda courſe therein. 
_ (» FFenſs, That ey fk at this,.muſt needs ariſe from a very rigid 
Principle. ( whereof this Treatife hath too many) For; who ever 
took. up that of Original $i, as matter of offence 10 deal with his 
B: other foriit ? Or what Ruls bave'we to call for Sarf..ioz for 
that., or for all ſich Words-or Actions as are Offences ro (God or 
mant 


dc "40 ] 
wan ? A praQtice that the Apoſtle condenggeth in that yery plice 
alledged, f4me3 I. Be nor many maſters " in many things we of= 
fend all : and therefore pity, and bear with one another, and be tot 
ſg rigid to require SatisfaQtion for every Offence, If this were nor 
ſo, what ule were there of thoſe Rules of Love, 1 Cor.13.7. Love 
beareth all things. Gal.6,2. bear one anothers burtbens. Col.3.13, 
Forbearing one, another ? eager te tas : 

2. It is evident” Ezke 17.t,2, 3. that Offences to be dealt with 
are Scandals : Woe to him that. ſcindaliZeth one of theſe lntte ones ; and 
Impenitency inany ſuch Scandal deſeryeth the higheſt Cenſure, but 
repented of, ceaſeth to be a Scandal or Offence, 144:.18, yea, 4al- 
though ſuch a Scandal ſhould not be a notorious ſin, nor continued 
in but in one act : SO that N or to be ſcatidalgns m life, is full as large | 
as that other Expreſſion, and doth include Satifattion for Offences 
that are fallen into, | 

Obj. 4+ © /z the former was ſaid, They ſhould own the (ovenant 
® of their Parents ; here, onely the (ovenant : which may extend to 
© Grandfatbert, 8c 

 Axſ. T-\Wonder how our Brethren could make to themſelyes ſuch - 

a Block as this-is to /umble upon, when-as the DoRrine of the- 
Syriod is ſo expreſs to the contrary in the ſecond Propoſition, which 
affirmeth, That this right in the Coyenant is conveyed onely by the. 
next Parents, 1 Cor. 7, 14. 1f.men haye a Juſt ro. contend, and 
raiſe Obje&ions, they might as well baye objeRed agaioſt rhe for- 
mer phraſe , The Covenant of therwr Parents ; for are nor Grand-. 
fathers -arents alſo? | | | 

« Theſe things (ſay ous Brethren) th weiphed, may ſuffice to dif-. 
* cever, whether there be not Juſt cauſe for 4 to deny, our C enſent ro 


vy 


'© {ach kinde of 11 embers as theſes 

«{. -Butthele things weighed over again by the equal Ballatice 
of the Sanctuary, and right Reaſon, I doubr not bur the Judicious. 
Reader will ſee how ligtt they are, and unworthy to {way the. 
Judyements of ſuch as our Brethren are, But they adde. (as they, 
bad need) other ReaÞns of,.iheir Deniall.. _ 

Reaſ, 2. © Becauſe this crej[tth the 3wo former Propoſition!, which. 
* make the proper Subject, of Baptiſm, Confederate viþble Bebewergand,; 


thep, 
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« their ſeed : whereas 1.5 though ſo qualified, are not (neither, Parents 
& qor Children) viſible Believers ; for the wileſt perſons may fave theſe, 
&om:2.18, & 10 19,21- yea, they that commit the fin unto Death 
« may have theſe, Heb.10.26, There are waſhed Swine, 2 Pt. 2, 
© 2.0, &Cs | 

©fAnf. 1. Theſe Parents are Confederate viſible Believers, as bath 


been proved. .: They, are-1n. gory with God, He is the God, 


God accepteth them as H# People, Hu Children z the Lord bath 
ſealed to them-the K:ghteonſneſs of Fauh, Baptized them imo Chrif, 
and they Own this God, Submit to his Rales, 8c. and therefore in 
Eccleſiaſtical account they are viſible Belieyers. y 

Bo Yere is a very palpable Fallacy in citing theſe Scriptures to 
prove the contrary. The vile perſons (ſay they ) may have thyſe: 
Indeed the Scriptures prove that ſome vile perſons may baye ſome 
one Of theſe; as Rom. 2. proveth, that wicked men may bave know- 
ledge ; but theſe have knowledge, and allo Not ſcandalons.m life, &Ccs 
and ſo may be ſaid of thereſt, But which of theſe, or any other, 
duth prove, T bat ſuch perſons as bave 2ll theſe atHogons con- 


juoctly, arc vile perſons, or not viſible Believers in Eccleſiaſtical. ac- 


count, or in Scripture account, and not true Members of the viſible 
Church ? It 1s true, that {uch as theſe may fall aways and beco e 
vile, Heb, 10.26, but may not Juch as come into the Church by'the 


Hai Profeſſion of Faith, prove ſo vile allo ?, and were they there- 
fore no vi/ible Believers before ſuch a fall? foot pron agar 


'"'2,” Thele yery Scriptures, or moſt of them here alledged, ſpeak 
of ſuch perſons (though fo yile, as is ſaid) who being adult. chil- 
dren of the Church, did yet continuz Members of the viſtble Church, 
and they and their ſeed partake of Priviledges ; and therefore 


ſuch Scriptures cannot reach this caſe, to diſprove the Memberſhip 


of theſe inthe yiſible Church, becauſe they are not viſible Belieyers, 
theſe being farre better Members then thoſe were : and I wonder 
that our Brethren do not obſerve it ; or if they do, why ſhauld 
they alledye ſuch Scriptures in this caſe | 


« Obje&t, But their giving up of thewſelves and their children to 

"y Goa, implies Faith, 2 Cor.8.5-. Foe WON FR , Re NED | 
« 4»ſ. Qur Brethren grant, that i may imply Faith, but m perſons 
9 


[ 52} 
* 10 better qualified it cannot imply it. There is a giving up of the Fir ft- 
© born of man and beaſt to God, EX0d.13.2,12. & 22:29, 

Reply. To lay, That in ſuch perſons no belter qualified it carmot 3m< 
ply Faith, and that without any Reaſon rendred, is againſt the Rule 
of Love, that hopeth ll things to be hoped, asthis is confeſled to be, 
P/5, thar iu may imply i, No doubr, a perſon thus qualified in 
Knowledye and Converſation, may give up bimſelf to God infuch a 
manner, that the moſt diſcerning Cburch would receive him as a 
true viſible Belieyer into full Communic regularly. The Eunuch's 
Confeſſion, that e(34, Corift i the Son of Goa, was juſtly taken for 
true Faith; - To fay, There ts a giving up of the Firfi-born of man aud 
beaſt 16 God {if it be nota Scoff) it argueth a very flight thought 
of ſo ſolemn a Profiffion before-God and bis People: for what 
Compatriſon is there between! thele two ? 
 Reaſ, 3. © Where there is no Faderal Holineſs, there 8s no right ts 
* Baptiſm, But where neuher Parent ts a Benever, 1here 15 u0 Coyc= 
* nani-bolineſ;, 1 Cor. 7. 14. where not onely one of the Parents muſt 
fe in Covenant, but a-Bihever," that the children be jederally holy. 
ENeith:r is'1t rightly Objefted, That a Believer ts oppoſed there ta an 
«* [nfidel: for the children were not wpon+their ceaſing :0 be {nfidels, Bet 
© /revers : Sotbat themſelves were Believers, or therr children jaderally 

"bl; Thy were Catechameni, and Competentes, before Fir 
Kocles. EH Tt 4 Wy 

Anſ, 1, Did the! Primitive Churches receive any that were not 
y ſible Believers into the Churches ? Surely in the Apoſtles account 
Th: Charch of (. 8d, and Santtificd m Chriſt 7 eſus, is all one, I Cor, I.2, 
So the Church of E pheſus and Coloſſe, are called Samrs, and Faith= 

fell a Chrift, Epheſ.1 x; Col.1 2. Why thenis it ſaid, that 1he Pas 
rents muſt be not onely in Ghurch-covenant, but alſ« believers ? as if 
the one did not neceſſarily ſuppoſe and infer the other. | 

2. Thartit is rightly ſaid, T hat m ceaſing to be [nfidels they were 
B: hevers 5: Eccleſiaſtical account, 1s evident, in that Infidels and 1Jn- 
believers are the ſame in Scripture-pbraſe, and: bath oppoled to Be- 
kevers, 2 Cor .6.14; IF. B2 not unequally yohed with Unbelicvers, that 
5, with Infidels, as appeareth vere 15, What part bath a Believer 
Wk an lufidel? Now Iappealto = Brethren, whether this —_ 
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of the Apoſtle woukd allow the Parents in.queſtion-deſccibed:inthe 
fifch Propoſition, to. Marry; with an, Heathen, Indian, or like Iofi- 
del; if not, theninthe Scripture account he is a Believer, for otker- 
wiſe he ſhould not be «nrqually. yoked. with fuych an;one, | 
3+» As for that DiſtinQipn: of Catechumen;, Competentes, and 
Fidzles, the Scripture knoweth no, ſuch thing ; for , Lydia and ber 
houſe. were Bapted. togethex, As 16.15, and the Jaylor and bis 
houſe ffraightway.. That. diftinftion came into- the Church. afcer- 
vw and was applied x0. Mw:Converts, as well: az. to.the,Churgh- 
d. p 
- Burour, Brethren adde furcher, © That,el/c, or. otherwiſe, were yourn 
«© children unclean. cannot be. meant. oneiy of. Infidels 3 for {a me. mag 
wh, make mad war k. of SCruptare. : 41 JNRUtz 4> 29 fehovab ts: Goa, aud 
© none elſe ; if any ſhould ſy, There may be; and her God: ta: the: Geny 
* iles, it would-be a ſad Exception : So Revs 2a15. Repert,. or 1 
'6 will-come againſt* thee 5 ſhall another Church: ſay, It. will, not be. ſo 
* with us? 7 | 
. Arſe That,to be:UWncleary, ivmedpt.theuncleannels of. Infidels, is 
clear by the Rule of. Contraries. Fox, if, 0, be holy, be. meant, ob 
the holineſs of the Covenant; thenys. bennclean, is the nncleanneſs of 
ſuch as are ſtrangers from the. Covenavt,, and. ſo without God in the 
world, that is,. Infigels, Ep44.2+, 12. And- what.are the cbildren ob 
ſuch as bave both Parents Vnbelieverr, but Infidels in the A poſtles 
ſenſe? But: for that infereace, That by like reaſon,might he inferred 
from-that propolition, There i no Godelſe, that There. may be another, 
God.to. the Gentiles 3, 1 confels my ſhallow underſtagding cannot fee 
any. Compariſon between thoſe two. propoſitions, byt,onely that, the 
word E/ſeis in them both ; 'tbe one þeing a.disjunt- Axiome, Tour 
children are clean, or elſe nucleay,, and. the other a ſ1Tple; Axjame, 
where the word E//* is. of. another uſe.and, ſenſe then in the former, 
But beit ſo, that it is ſo. ſad.au, Exception fram a. genexal propeli- 
F on, febovab zs Ged,. and nous eff, to. lay, Tet there. may be another 
God to the Gemles,, or.:to, ſay, The: threatnings of. Chriſt. to. thg 
| Churches yer. belong.nat to wa.: Quy Brethren ,may then, conſider, 
whenthe Apoſtle ſaith of Church-membess, Tour children axe holy 
fo make ſuch an Exception,..and lay,, 7\,0: 6, bus only the, we, 
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bf {dhbers int full' Communion are holy, wiiedber this'be- hot u ſad 
Exception allo. wy = | 
Reaſ:4, **T He beihg im Cvotmint "doth nt priviledge ro Baptiſor, 
© wuhout wvitible Reptnrance -m Parents, 'NOS2,"38,39, The Jews 
 werein Covenant, and pricked to the heavr, yet they «were openty called 
ry to Repen! i So Jo0ha Bapriſt +honghe,' Mari 8;9, 

Anſ. 1. The Jews beirſy in Covenant did-ptiviledpe their chil- 
-dren ro noe ras Ye metre they were'in, v7, *Circumci- 
fion, the Sarrifices, &% Km; 3:1,2,3, Butithere was-preat reaſon 
they ſhould be calledto Repentance, when they were to enter into 
'the Goſpel-diſpenſarion 'of the Covenant, becauſe the Church of 
the Jews was grown ſo corrupt ; 'and thoſe-in 48s 2. beinp 
euilty of the Blood of the Son of God: and hence Job was fenic 
0 prepare a people for the Lord by the Do&trine of 'Repentance, 
'Bur when Py bad to do with the Eunuch, a godly Proſelyte, he 
-onely called bimito Faith in the Perfon-of Chriſt as the Son of 
'Gods | | 
2. Though Faith and Repentance, ina viſible Profeſſion there- 
of, berequired at the firſt admiſſion into the Church ; yer theſe: ate 

not required in the fame manner in perſons regularly admitted, to. 
 Privitedge their ſeedto Baptiſm, Whar Rule or Example requireth 
a Church-membec to make Profeſſion of viſible Faith and Repen- 
"Tance, ſo ofrt-as he hath a childe to be Baptized > Or in (caſe a 
 Church-member declineth, and giveth cauſe of much. doubr.of che 
' ſoundneſs of bis Faith and Repentance ; + Whar Rule will debarre 
bis childe from Baptiſm, ſo long as be continueth a Member of the 
"Church > Now our queſtion is of Ferſors regularly admuted, and 
9 Contiaump in the { barche | t5."u 

Reaſ.5. © The Covenarit i limited to ſuch as obey God, and therc- 
« fore the Praviledges of the Covenant, Deut. 7.9. Neh. 1.5. Dan. 
«© 9.5. He krepeth Covenant and Mercy to them tiat love lum, 

£2nſ. This is a frequent' Miſtake, to apply that which is ſpoken 
of the ſaving benefits of the Covenant, to the Ontwara Prividedpes 
thereof; the firſt God performs to ſuch as love and obey bim, fin- 

cerely, yet the other be continueth to all ſuch as do not fall away 
fromthe Outward Profeſſion of the Covenant. Take theſe Scri- 
H 2 ; Ptures 
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ptares named :; Did not Church: priviledges belong to all Iſrae], 
when «Moſes Ipake that word, Deur.7.9, that Goa keepeth Mergy 
And Covenant tothem that love him? and yet he giveth a ſad teſtimo- 
ny of them, (hapsg.24+ You have been rebelluns againſi the Lord 
ever (ince | knew you. SO in Nehemiah time, did not all that were 
of the holy ſzed enjoy Churcty priviledges, when Nebm:a ſp. ke that 
word, Chap.r.5? and yet the ſtory ſpeaketh of many,evils amongſt 
them, that ſhew they were Scandalous .io.life, whichthele are nx, 
and bave many other good Qualifications beſides that alſg. . 

Real. 6. © From the tenour and manner of the Covenant made with 
«< Abraham, Nehem.9.$. when God {uw bis heart fauhbful lefore him, 
* So Gen,19,1,7., Walk before me, and be upright, aud 1 willbe a God 
« to jhee and thy ſees, &C, Rind: 1 f , = 

e+rſ. This is the fame Reaſon with the former, built upon the 
ſame Miſtake, and may have the ſame Anſwer. I readily. grant, 
'That all that Enter into Covenant with God ought to Love hire, 
Obey him, Walk prightly before kim: and what is faid Gal. 3. 7,9. 
that They 1hat are of tbe Faith, are bleſſed with farihfal Abraham : 
Faith and Holineſs is the duty of eyery Church-member, for. want 
whereof he falleth ſhort of all the Saving Bleſflings of the Cove- 
nant. But dothit follow, that ſuch as are in Church-coyenant, and 
do not perform theſe Duties, are thereby deprived of the Outward 
Privi1:dges and the Means of Grace,and that before they be regular- 
Iy caſt out of the Church? Were there not many corrupt Members 
inthe Cturch,not oncly of Lirael, bur alſo in Gofpe-Churches, as cf 
Lormnh, Galatia, the Churches of Aſia, Rey.2. & 3, whodid enjoy 
Church-priviledges, till they were caft out, or till God aQtually R;- 
moved therr Candieſinks? It was indeed a fin reproved to (-fler 
ſuch, but ſo-long as they were ſuffered, thry regularly enjoyed the 
Outward Prtiviledpess TERS _ 

ere our Brechren endeayour to Anſwer two Obje@ions. | 
' ,.Obj Is *.7 be Covenani-Blejſing was conveyed with; Circumciſion 
& (14Ecr ſÞvely teuhe following generations, Rs 

An. © We muff confider, that Gal.3.14-+. that -15 expreſſed ta be the 
« Bleſfing of Abrabam 1h.4t ſhould cape upon the Gen'1les, avt the Cer 
+ 2.9.9: of Jacob (44 Ar. Cotton bath judic 9:fly noted wpan the 
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* places) Now Abrahams Copenan, and the Bleſſing thereof, is confirmed. 
& ontly to thoſe rbat walk uprightly with God, as Abraham dj” » ; 

Reply. ' That difference” Mr. Corey put berween the Bleſſing of 

Abraham and «cot, may holdin this, That God continued all the - 
Sons of facob, and' their Poſterity, in -rhe Covenant; not ſo- of 

Abraham : Tſhmael and his feed, and the Sonsof 'Kerwrah, were not 
ſ»; and 10 Eſa 8nd h's ſeed, being the Poſterity'of /ſaac,/ were re- 
jeted. *AnJ that ſeemeth 'tv be the meaning cf that-ſpeech of 
f acob, Gen 49 26, that Hy bleſſing prevailed above the bleſſing of hes 
Progenitors, But this difterence cannot hold in reſpec of thetcnour 
of rhe Covenant made with: Abraham, Iſiac and facol'; for 1ſh- 

ma: /, though graceleſs, wastaken into Abrabams Covenant; arid con-. 
tinned in'it,+ill for his fin be was caſt out, So Eſc» in Covenant, 
till for his 'Profaneneſ5 he was rejethtd, Heb.12. Wasnotthe con» 
tinuance of the Corenant to the ſeed of ace, the performance of 
Gods Everlaſting Coyen.ant made with Abraham, to be a God 10 bs 
ſeed of er him in their pemerations ? as is evident, Exod. 3:15- & 6,3,40 
Was there cyer any Covenant: made with 7acob and his ſeed, upen 
any other terms then the Covenant of Abraham? Did not the 
Lord rcquire Faith and Holineſs of the Poſterity of 7 aceb, as ke did 
of the'ſzed of 1braham? and therefore this is nothing to. hinder 
the continual ſucceſlion of the Covenant of Abrabam m the GentHe 

Churches, | 


Obj: 2. © Tr willbe ſaid,God promiſed that he would be a God to him 
* and kts ſeed m their generations, for an everlaſiing Covenants 
Anſ. ** [s it that all the rarnall ſeed of Abrahamy'in «ll ſucceeding 
* renerations, ſnoutd have God to be thei G»1d? Thm the Jews art not 
"pet broken tfſ; contrary toRom.11, Thrs ſeed is 1. Onely ſuch of 
** the carnall ſeed with whom the Covenant was eſ/ abliſhed, by walkimg an 
* the ſteps of Abrahams Fanh, 2+ Hts ſfiruuall ſeed, who ate untly 
© meant 11 that Ever laſt;ng coyenant. COME GEL > SL +1 
R-ply. 1, It is granted, that the Cutward Diſpenfation'sf the Co- 
venant is not Ibjelutr, 'bur Conditimnall, in reipedt of the-fuceeſtion 
thereof :: The Lofd is ever mmndfullof his Covenant, and that eyer- 
laltingly ; vill this People break his Covenant, hemnever cats them 
Out, . But there are many tranſgreſſions againſtzhe Covenant, that 
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do notbreak off a-People from the yiſible Coyenant, and the Prisi- 
ledges theregf of and therefore ſo long as the Lord doth nor caſt them 
- > ,ontbf the vifible Church (wherein his patience is very loog) the Pri- 
 viledges thereof continue to their ſucceeding generations exyerlaſting- 
-ly, even to ſuch as are bere called the Carnal. ſced. os 
2, It doth nar ſavour'well, that our Brethren lo fr uently call 
| the Chutch-leed A Carnal ſeed ; We know Roſe Phoghrr 15, and 
\\ - 40 whatitrendeth, eyen Tv deny Baptiſm to them.  1teScripuute 
.calls them T he holy Seed, cn holy N ation, Royall Prieſthood, &es 1 our 
chitdren are holy, 1 Cor.7.14. God never enters into coyenant with 
any 'as a Car, ſeed, but as 4 boly People to the Lords 
8. What difference is there between the Carnal! ſeed walking in 
-the Faith of Abrabamy' and his Spiritzall ſeed? If the Everlaſting 
Coyenani belong onely to ſuch, then the Priviledges of the Covye- 
nant belong not to any Church-member, till te come up to Watk 
. #2 the Fauh-of Abrabam., which is the Tenent of ( we know 
whom.) | £$ | 
Reaſ, 7: © 7: & irregular to receive perſons with no better Dualifi- 
Ef. cations mto Covenaut.z we mean, Ignorant, unbelieving, anda mpent- 
1% rent perſons, into Publick, and Perſonal Covenants Churck-covenat- 
© ters muſt be viſible Saints, Plale50.5,16. Faith, Repentance and Obe- 
&« dience are required to Covenant with G:d. It ts 4 palpable untruth for 
'*f an Vnbeliever 10 engage himſclf to keep the Lords Covenant, whereof 
& Faith ts th: condition, {oh.3. I6, 

Arſe '1. It is a great Miſtake, to think theſe in queſtion are to 
be received into the Coyenant., when they come to own their Ba- 
Ptiſmal Covenant publickly. Our Brethren confeſs they are 11 Ci* 

Fe venant,,Aﬀts 2. Which is Sealed Up tO them by Baptiſm, and that in 
\their Own perſons,as was before proved from Dewre5e2,3. cc 29.10, 
I1i,12, This Publick 7wnmng of ihe Covenant, is but the manif:- 
ſtationof ,their continnance ia it, or a renewing of it, 
\_ 2. Tocc:nſure theſe for [qnorant perſons, that underſtand the Do- 
. tine of Fairh.; which contajns all the Graunds of Region, as is 
| before proved) and for {mpenitent finners, avd Onbeltevers, whom 
(God bath receivedavwned as His childrengand Believers,2 Cor.6.14.,15. 
-'Who live without Scandal (which implieth regular SatisfaRion for 
offences) 
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offences), who! gee v/prherſelves.to: Gpd,, Submit to bis. Government. 
to:lay al this,upan them, withput/Proof,, is; farre-fromthe,Rule of 
Charity» Suxely; they:are; better 'Sairts,thea thoſe, mentioned; by; 
our Brethren: 7[4.59,941.6., Neitber do thefe.viſibly. hate inſtrutl;op,, 
ip the. ſenſe.tbere ſpoken of, yer/.,1-75 for they are Chargedito conſent, 
with Thieves, CQ partake with Adulrerers, t giverberr. monthes to-cyilly, 
&c, which, cannot be:ſaid of theſe. | a 

3» What. though, Faith,  Repeutance: 41d, Obedience, and. that ip! 
truth,, be: reqnired of all:{ougnanters with God; doth: is follow, that, 
ſuch as being in-Church-covenant, want thelechings,' or do not. ſo, 
clearly:and fully bold forth: theſe by avifible. ProfeNlton, that all ſuch. 
baye no right to the outward Priviledges? This indeed is the-mans: 
ner of their-Reaſoning all along; but the inconſequence thereof who 
doth not.ſec, that is acquainted with the Scripture ſtory.? 

Real: 8. ** That Prattice.that.expoſeth the Flvod of Chriſt to. cog 
«© 1empt, Baptiſma.to profanation, is (hurch ta pollution, &C. ts. not to: 
« be.aqmitted. But tbe. BaptizJing of the children of ſuch. 44, are. not: 
*-piſiele.Believers-deth all this, Therefore it ts not to be. aduritted. 

Anſ. 1», 1 might. grant. the Argument: It doth not conclude: 
againſt theſe whom God hath recerved as holy, as viſible Bebevers , 
Baptsgedinio Chriſty . as-Fath been oft; proved from 1. Cor. t,2, with 
Chapes7eIh. © 1213+ 2 Cord. 4,15. 

2. By this Reafon, when- Members: received, by, Profcilion. of, 
Faith, and Repentance in adujr age, do.declipe, and: appear to baye 
as little. Faith as, theſe are ſuppoſed ro have, though, under ng ceny 
ſure, ſuch muſt not have their children Baptized; or. elſe all thoſe, 
conſequences willfallow,. T his may-ſuffice; ra Anſwer the Realon 
itſelf. The Proofs 1 thall couch afterward, _ ett -< 

Real. 9. © Becauſe theſe. adpli chaldyen, if they were wot. Baptized 
* themſelves, might uor.be Baptized: mb eftates and therg fore canyuan 
'* mntitle t heir ſeed untoit, A, -menmuſt flond, pefefſed of: @ rights all 
"fore he can. make: 4. over to.anatbers Atis Anon habente potefla- 
"" tem, are vvidin Laws... | FF 1144.44 

As{«. Thisis a ſtrange kinde-of Reaſoning; By: ſuppoling that a. 
man hath not that thing which indeed he; hatb, and.therefore he can- 


nat convey. that which be. hath.: Les: me. 1aks:AWaAy-2 ay ny 
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dehces, and Poſſ-ſſion of his Lands, and it is true he cannot make 
« good Conveyance ; but may he” not then convey what he bath 
Evidences arid Poſſeſſion of #: There are ſome Members in Chur- 
ohes, who ſuppoſe they were'not 2dmitted, would not now be ad- 
mitred ; doth ir therefore follow, that their chjldren may not be 
Baptized? If acts of {uch- as have no rigit and power themſelves, 
arevoid ; then aRs of ſuch as bavea right and power , are valid: 
Now theſe'are Church-mettbers, and Baptized, and thiecefore thicir 
conveyance” of Baptiſm is valid, by"tbis Argument,” And yer it 
would behard-for our Brethren toprove, that theſe being Church- 
embers ſo qualified, might not be Baptized, if they bad not been 
Baptized, fey" et 
* © Real. 1O, © Becauſe there 15 but one way of 'Entrance into the 
« Conrch for all ſorts of perſons, which way 1s nit here mentioned, and 
* this way #5 Chriſt, Job. 10.7, Bat ths Propoſition holaeth forth no 
&« perſonal Emrance by Chriſt : if they be gotten in ſome other way, they 
« are Thieves and Robbers, The danger 1s ſeen m bim that had not on 
* he Wedain;-garment , the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : which being ſo 
« pern:c:01t:, bow can the Church be blameleſs in bringing them in this 
Sis #5 | Ny 
Anſe Letthe interpretation of oh. to. be'granted at preſent ; 
I Anſwer, Thattheſe children came into the Church by Chrif, - for 
they came in by the Goſpel-Covenant, as our Brethren grant from 
Atts 2.38 39. And is not Chriſt the Mediator of that Covenant ?' 
Yea are'they not Lapriged into Chriſt? Are not- the Blood and Be- 
nefits of C hriſt Sca'ed up to them im Baptiſm ? But our Bretbren- 
ſ:em wholly to forget that, or to make a Nothing of ir. 
2 WheathisCovenanb (which is called The covenant of God in: 
C»rift, Gat.3 17) is Sole mniy owned by them, wherein they give up 
Mer ſelves ro G:d, und ſubmit to: the Government of Chriſt in the 
Church ;\ Eibere nothing of Cbriſt in all this ? py 
'- 3» The d«ngerof wanting the Wedamg-garment, is as great to ſuch 
as come in with tie faireſt Profeſſion of Faith, as to theſe z and 
s the Church blameable for admitting ſuch, becauſe their danger 1s 
fo greary when ſuch-want the Weaaing-garment-* But ſeeing Our 
Brethren urge fo much oh. 10, let- them conſider ver, 13. T'be 
ed turehing 


bireling careth not for the fheep, We bave more cauſe to fear how. q 


we ſhall anſwer for our careleſs NegleRt of theſe Lambs of Criſt, 
then for our Recetying them into the Fuld of Chrift, for which we 
have our Warcantfrom Chrift. And withall, let us remember that 
weighty Charge Heb.12.15,46. Looking duligenth, leſt aty fail of 
the grace of Gody $C, leſt there be 4 profane perſon, as Eſau, who for 
a morſell of meat ſold bis Birthright, It ſeemeth the Apoſtle did think 
chere was a Precio Birtbrszh!, and that it was the duty of the 
Charcb to look diligently to the preferyation and improvement of 
it. Lerus tben tak: heed we-do not take it fromthem, before the 
Rule of Chriſt doth require it, xe 26 
By this whole Diſcourſe, and by thefe 'Ten Reaſont, we may how 
fully ſee upon what Principles our Brethren ground their e-4n':- 
Synodaltc, or their Poſitions wherein they Diſfcor from the Synod. 
And therefore, ſeeing the Prefacer complains that Their Tenent & 
laden w-#h Keproaches of Anabaptiſm, I ſhall craye leave ( before 1 paſs 
on) to Prefent unto their ſetions Confideration, what Advantages | 
they p.t intro the hands of the Anabaptiſts, who, I fear, will make 
ſuch uſe tertof as our Brethren would not willingly altow them to dos. 
It is true, that our Brerhrtn gonfefs with us, That rbe Covenant of God 
wh Abrabarn and vis ſeed, uw the Goſpel=covenant, and doth belon; $0 the - 
Faithfull and their ſeed, AQs 2 38, 39. do they not with th-it. 
Diſtinf1:0ns,in effeQ, take away what they have given them? They 
are e Menibers in generall (lay they) butcome tothe particular, and 
it is onely 44 wrapped up #n th i» Parents C ovenant ; they are not «dinal 
Or. perſe mal Men:berss And char Memberſhip in their Parents, and 
their Foxderal Holineſs, reachechno further then :heir Minoru, pate 
27, And What Church-Ocdinances are they capable of in that tice, 
eſpecially if that were true which ſome Mp geſt, That 1ſhmarl came' 
wio the Church by Profeſſion of F.uh as ats adult Member at thirteen 
gears of age? And, if ac adult age they come not up by Profeſſion of 
Fa:th and Grace, to Eater intoperiooal Chychanc, and foto a'new 
Memberſh'p, +3 h -ve ne r3gbt 10 Churclypriviledgesrs And may not 
& Convert out of Paganiſm, upon ſuch terms, enyoy as niuch as this? 
And as for (iro walch nu Governmen'.it cannot reach them, but by 
their Parents, as it Way reach an Infidel-ſeryant: And When ther 
0 Parcats 


Parents be dead; ard they left to the cate of ſich as are not of the 
C burch, how ſhall it then touch them at all > And when their Owning 
of the Covenant is accounted the Form of their Mer ber ſhip 5, What is 
this, but to make a Nullity of their Covenant ſealed in Baptiſm # So 
that it will, I fear, ſeem to the Anabaptiſts, Thar ro Bapriize Infants, is 
ro ſet aSeiltoa blank, or to a Covenant of 710 T6 0 bem. Again, 
when our Brethren ſo oft deny the viſible Covenant, and rhe Privi- 
ledges thereof, ro-fuch as want the inward Grace ; andaffirm, That 
the. Covenant, and the Privileages thereof, are limited 10 thoſe that wuh 
Abrahith wak with Gd, whoſe keart was faithfull; who love God, 
ap k:ep his commandments, pag. 29.. Will not the Anabaptiſts be 
ready to ifferre, Therefore Infants wanting that Grace, &&C. have ng 
right to the Covenant, or to Baptiſm the Priviledgeof u * Again, when 
eur Brethren fo oft confourid the Outward and Inward Diſpenſa- 
tion of be. Covenant, alledging the Scandalous ſins of Churck- 
mentbers in the Scripture, to prove that theſe in queſtion are Self- 
E xcomwunicated, and have nd intereſt in the Outward Covenant, 
er Priviledges thereof; Is not this a Miſtake which they will make 
advantage of > Laſtly, when they ſay, That the Practice of the 


fifch Propoſition expoſeth the Blood of CWiſ to contempt, Baptiſm to 
. profaned, bringeth pollution into the Church, &c, what are the Rea- 


be. Þ 
ſoris.+ For (ſay they). it 1nSurtarh the Blood of the Covenant to thoſe 
that are not viſible Believers, ſets the Seal toa Blank , ſevereth Baptiſm 
from the ſtipulation of a good conſcience, bringeth the uncircumciſed in 
heart into the Sanituary, But they oft confels, that Tr:fants have no 
buith, The are a carnall zed, &c, And'is it not a jſt fear, that the 
Atiabap its will berea y to inferre, Therefore-to baptiJe Infants, to 
expr e the Blood of Chriſt, ontempt, 8&cd. | | 
T know onr Brethren ' At ſay, We do not require Faith and Grace 
the Infants, but in the *Farems onely : But yet when generally we 
ound [ je Ba tifin of Infants upon the Covenant of. God'to the 
arents and & cit feed, Gemn.17, Ath 2. TC 07.7. and prove they 
are Di{cipler, Members of the wi6ble Church, .and therefore to be Ba- 
| Ptized; Twi ohr Bret ren may confider, how greatly this ground. 
is weakned by Defiial of Gods Covenant to rherr Perſons, and onely 
a. an their Parents z,ahd by waking it fo light @& matter, as to wear wt 
FY with: 
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kh their Minority, &6. And alſglet them conſider, hot ſuitahſe 4 


their Notions and Principles before-named, are to the Arguments and 
Grounds of Denial of Baptiſm to all Infants, as is'eafie to ſee in all 
the Books of Antipcedobiptifts, Theſe things I mention, that our 
Dretbren may keep further off from this danger, Which thenſclyes 
count 4 Reproucke 

I ſhall now proceed to corfſider the Anſwers of olir Brethren te 
the Arguments of the Synod for the proof of the fifth Propoſitions 

Arg. I, Theſe children are partakers of theq1:n ground of baptiying 
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* anychilaren whatſoever, and nether the parents nor the children as 
prut m any barre 10 hinder itt. Thus ground « the Intereſt in the 
Covenant, Gen.17.7;9,10,11, As 2.39. Col.2,10,11. 

© Anſ. They anſwer in general, that Faitv us the main ground of 
Baptiſm, Rom.q4.11. ARts 8.37 & 19.4. | 

Reply. 1. Here is no anſwer to the Scriptures alledged, which 
are very full : Gt. 17.1011» Thu i my (ovenant which ye ſhall keep, 

Every Male vblde ſhall be exrcumciſed: It ſhall-be a token of the Cover 

nant between me and you. SO Ati; 2+33,39., The Promiſe us to you and 
your childrens F | 
- _ 2, Faith is the Condition 'of the Covenant;z yet the ourward 
Seal had refetence to the omward Covenant it felf : far Lo:, and 
-other Believers, could not Partake of Circumcifipn, but :by entring 
into ther vitble Covenant with Abraham. And our Brethren after- 
-ward do grant, That the Church-covenant us the next ground of the 
4: p:nſation of «rh; Seals : Now they that haye the nex: ground, ace 
ſappoſedro have the more remote. Wu | 

«. Anſ, 2. More particularly, they lay, the Covenant ts not: the 


ac 11411, ground of Baptiſm. Fox, Is: ihougt they had Abraham for thetr 


<« fake. , yet John's Bupriſm takes away that Pla, Mat, 3.8,9. a4 
© ulls for R-pentance. | 

Rept, 7obn took away their yain confidence in Abrahan.'s Cove- 
nant'for Righteoulneſsand Life, as the Prophets alſo frequently dd, 
-(t, 1, © 58. cr. 7. Mite 6." But be took not away the outward 
*Pciviledges of 'Abrahum's Covenant, as Circumciſion, Sacrifices, &r, 
| 2, 7-4 indeed calls for Repentance in a people {ocor:upr, to fi 
them for a more Goſpel-dilpealation, to make them a /eapie pr 
= I'2 | pare 
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ed* for the Lord; But that is not the caſe of theſe in the fiRth. 
Propoſition, who are in the Gofpel-coyenant, and: baye the Seal of 
aptihn. | 
4 f 2, We muſt diſtinguiſh (lay they ): between the Covenant of 
«. Grate, awd the Cburch-covenant, which differ very. much : for the 
& Covenant of Grace belongeth onely_ to the Eleft,. and true-Believersy 
«© wh:cb the Church cannot infallibly jedge who they arcs But the 
& Churth-covenant (which us the next ground of the d;ſpenſation of the 
| EG Sal). requireth muthall conſent of- them that are admitted into com> 
* union, to walk, with God according to-the Gofp:ls The C ovenant*f 
* Grace is mad; tothe children inthe Parents, but ts eſt1bliſhed onely by 
* th: reſtipulation »f* Faith and Repentance, Gen, 17.7.9; Rom. 11.20. 
©® Thou ndefty Faith © | | 
" Reply. x. 1 cannot ſee how theſe things can-confiſt one with an-. 
other. For, if the Coyenant of Grace belongeth onely #49 the Elet} 
and true Believers ;- and: this: Coxenant' of: Grace be-made with the 
- childe in the Parents : then the childe. and-Parents muſt be E/-@, and 
rae Believers; "which will not be granted. Again, if the difference 
of the Church-coyenant ftand: in this, That it requrre:9 mutwall cone 
ſent to walk with God; how ſhall Infants partake of the Church- 
<ovenant*and: Baptiſm, whereof it is the-next ground. | 
2, This Diſtin&ion, as here laid down, doth not prove the thing. 
it was brought for, bur rather yield the ſame : Bor, 1. It is yielded 
-- that the Church-covenant # the. next ground of- Baptiſry 3 and: that 
£ Which is the next ground and immediate, is the chief, for it ſup- 
poſeth the remote ; and the remote grounds, without the next, could 
not give right to Baptiſm, and therefore this is. the chief- ground, 
Beſides, when it- is ſaid, that ee Covenant of: Grace ts made to the 
childe'm the Parents, then ſtill the Cavenars, even -of- Grace allo, is. 
the ground of- Baptiſm. Zu: (ſay they) the eſtabliſhment 5 upon the 
reſtipulation of Faith : Thom ſtanaeft by Fauth, Rom. 11. 20 Be it- 
ſo, in reſpe& of the Covenant of. Grace, and the ſaving Benefizs 
thereof ; yer the viſible Covenant, and .Diſpenſation of the, Qrdi- 
nances, and-Means of Grace, remains to.ſuch in. the.Covenar as 
"do continue-in the viſible Profeſſion thereof,as hath been oft proved. 
Tjbat Faith by which che. Gentile:Churches Rand, Kew. 34,20, 38. 
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broken off : bur they were not broken off for. want ok holding 
forth poſitive Saving Faith to the judgement, of Charity.. bar: for 
poſitive Unbelief, whereby they obſtinately rejeed, Chriſty, Row, 
10-21. Toey were 4 aiſobegient and gainſaying people, Acs:t3.45. 
The Apoſile-turnedifrom them to the Gentiles, becauſe they comr .- 
dicted ana b/aſphemed. Mat.21 4254.3s 'The Kingdome of God was 
taken from them,. becauſe they rejetted Chriji the Corner ſtone: See 


Churches do profeſs, Jeſus Chriſt, aud, bis Goſpel and Ordirances, 
they may. ſtandin the viſible: Covengat,: (through the; patience: of 


God): though they, or: many of their Members, .do nos. hold. out- 
ſuch a Profe(Honof, Saving Faith viſjbly,to the judgement of Cha» 


rity : otherwiſe we muſt. Unchurch many ſuch Societies of Chris 
flians whom the Lord hath not Uncburched, but, cantinyech.to them, 


the Means ard O:dinatices of Grace... | 


% #2 " 


3, I deny that (here is ſuch a difference between. ile Church- 


covenart andibatoff race : for;as was faid in the ſecond Pcopalition 


premiſed, Chap. 2. there is indeed a-differing diſpenſation of, the Cap 
venant of Grace inthe Church, y:7. Qurwardy,in the Priviledges,. 
Ordinances, and;Means of. Grace to the whule vifble Church 3,07 
Inwerd'y, in the Saying,'Benefits chepeof 40; true Believers, Now 
that the Diſpenſation. of ihe Covgpant of $350d to the whole v:;11ble 
Church, is the Diſpenſ«tion.of, the, Covenant of Grace, is proved 2 
1. Becauſe, God: giveth himſelf. ro be the Gad of. all the. viſible - 
Church, Gen.17. I will be thy God 3; and be ayoucherÞh them ro be - 
Hu Peopl:, and they ayouch bim ta; be: Th: Goa, Deut. 26,17,1 8, 
Now.this is the firſt. and, chief Bear fic of. the, Coygrant of ' rac, 
and containe;h all the reſt, as Mr. Core: notethi upon that Cove-- 
nant, 2. Becauſe tbe Means of Grace avd Life, ang the. offer- of: 
Chriſt-and Grace, is given to all jn the viſtble Church, R:m. 3,142.3, 
& 9.44 3» Becaule: all in Church-Coyeoant ſtand bgund thereby 
to Believe, Repent, and perform the £ ditions of. the Covenant af; 
Grace: and this our, Rxetbrep OE ID Church-covenant requires 
they fhowld walk with.God according tothe Goſpel; wii Cþ is the,Cos: 
Venant of Grace; 1 have. ths. .coor: inſiſ.d on. this Paſlige, bey- 
3 caule. 


fach a Faith as is oppoſedto that Unhelief- for-which-the Jewywers- 
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*aſewbt wht underſtanding hereof, 45. of much uſe to the 'maik 
"QueRiotrinYebae, | 
© Tbat theſe the fifth Propoſition are ſtill in Covenant, the Synod 
proveth, Becauſe they were once wm Covenatity atd never ent off 
+ 2 fp bait. Te | up 
w bio Brethren: Anſwer, The Lord himſelf diſcove« 
aw dts lbels, Mate Bu" joh.8-39340,41;42: where the Lord takes away 
*: their Plea of the Corenant;and tells them they have the Devil for their 
© Father. * Atid that without any att of Church-diſcipline, &C. They 
2:4 rejeft -the contiſel'of God againſt themſelves, as the Phariſtes, 
WLyke'7.4 They ay be Felohes dele, as Mr. Cotton peaks, &ece 
K® 'TYert art Othtr grounds of breakmyg off ' the Covenant, beſides notortout 
"T* ns, and tmcorrigiblentſ therein; a, Nt ſtanding by Faith, Not 
* bringing forth f/ait, Mat: 3.10. T\ ot doing Righteouſneſs, 1 Joh. 3.10, 
- - Reply. i have many things to Reply here. t, Did the Loid 
biniſelf diſcoyenant all thoſe ont of his vifible Church, (pok-n of 
"Mr; 7bh.8 + Were their feed thereby cut off from Circutrci- 
fidn' Were they zxchaded from the Sacrifices and Temple-worſhip? 
Who can' belieye thi#? when we ſee the Lord Jeſus ſo of: coms 
<thunicated with'them in the "Worſhip of God; wie be callerh 
ns ere {beep' of 'rhe Houſe of /[brati; yea, the children tb 
Wiks / »@ ils" .3i; ASS S233 . | p » 
| wha Bread ai = 0 06. ren Theſe things were ſpoken of 
The Jewsin"general; wheteof thoſe 44 kr.'3. ob. 8, wete a part. 
They wete indeed of the, Devi/, not of 'God, in reſpeR'of the in- 
ward ſtare, and ſaving good of the Covenant ; yer till in the out- 
ward Coventint, and under the'Means of Grace. -. 
*" 2, If thoſe Mar. 3. 704.8. had bren diſcovetianted of:Geod, doth 
itfolloyw that thefe in queſtron are {0? /Are- theſe 4 penerattinof 
Vipers; Lyars, Murtheters, &c har live without Scand#ll, Submit 
70 the Government of Chriſt, &c? If the Lawyers and Phariſees 
rtjettcd the Connſelof God agdin(t themſeiver;in nor being Baptized of 
jy » ; do theſe £5, that being Biptized themſelves, defite ir allo for 
their Seed/and that fn fie" in way, by: Owning Gods Covenitry Givnh 
themſelves t1 God, $3.5 {" rog tht elves to Diſciphnry$&c ? -If- Mo 


Hz 

7 Sa did count ſhcli'as /».4ct and Eau Self-murtherers, doth it 

Ellow that theſe ace (tict, that, /akebvid of +he Copmmant, ahd that 
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bbw long Gods patience” will bear with chimd:\And how, hall whe: 
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3. IF muſt not paſs oyer this' Rigzd/ and Dangervy+»Principle, 
without further Examination» The Poſicion of our -Brethren. is, 
That God himſelf aoth @ thy" 196. c aſt ont of hes v3ſpule Churthy I 
bring not forth good fruit, MutiF+ that commur —_ &c. 
Joh. 8, andihat without any att of EE) «this I 
argne : SL LEE "Y aA 

r.- That theſe were not Ahioponted of -God,; Tp roved beface. 
And. it doth appear, 'Thatthe-Pcovidence of God 5 tt them 
under Chirch-privikedges and Ordinances ; at- leaſt; till Howe 
Churches were ereQed, after the Afcerfion of Chriſt. 

2. If the Lord jeſus hath 'ordained! and. <hunninded Chutchs 
diſcipline for the ſaving of Offender r,and the Purgmg ofibu Cimr ch, 
then he doth not difcovenant ſuch without Church-cenfures; But 
ſo it is, Mat-18;2 Cory. Therefore: he doth it not.bimlelf with» 
out them. | The reafon' of the» Confequente is; Becauſe if! God 
bimſelf- did diſcovenant them, Church-cenfures: were uſeltls, and 
yain. To what end ſhould the Chutch-cut off -one'that isalregdy 
a Non-member> whar have they to do. with:luch-as/. are winhowr £ 
why ſhould: Corinth be blamed fog ſuffering that Leavengif.\God 
hinſelf had caft it out ? 3 :eRila thivtzry te ladh? 

3. This ſappoſed' D:ſcovenanting & God binnſeif,, Fruſkrates the 
ereat and "thick End of Church diſcipline; Vit "To heal aud: fade 
the Sinner : for, the Church having now no. power-over them, they 
muſt periſh, being withour the Means of their Recoyery, except 
God hors them immediztely ; at leaſt they are ER 46st 
Ipe cial Means appointed and bleſſed of God toithat end; 2. W: 

* 4 Whar'iconfuſion-wokld- bis dripg: into\he.Ghbreti? For, 
bow ſhall the Church know when God'bath diſcovenanted #his-ar 
that man Þ whether ſo ſoon as be hath-committed- dich: fhns; or 


Church prove «piitiſtaty.(uch,That Got: hath wdeeddileardanty 
edbir? 'Dbefe thinps, Ar muchtnorweathat milktio vb ſank, cha} pix 
our Brethrer+ to firide ſome other mggniogof- FE: aft 
3-10. and ſuch Ike Scriptures. . - * - 

Arg. 2% Tue 'childrtn of the Partnts;m queflim ene: clahes child; Fu 


of 
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of the Covenant, or flrangers from it; Eph.2.12. Holy, or an 
 -Glear, 1 Cor.7.14; withm the Church, or without, 1 Cor.y 1» 
:ſach as have God: for their: God, or without God mn the world, Epite 
| #-12, Bug bethat conſidereth the terms of the Propoſition, wil nos 
affires the latter's and the farmer bemg granted, mferrerh their 
- to Baptiſm. | Vers 
i a The - & denied, becanſe the children in queſtion dif 
E eopeners then. (clues, not keeping the conditions of the Covenant 3 Not 
« walking with God, Not loving God, &c, Deut.7.9, as they that for- 
* (ihe the Covenant of ther fathers, Deut.29.25. And what do theſs 
<* ;h.t come not uptathe conditions of tf God may caſt off for fins of 
& O#1/ſion, 1 ' Sam. 15. ſo fornot believing in Gone 
, R-ply, Tris beivg the very Hinge whereupon chicfly this Que- 
ion doth tucn, v4 Whether, and how theſe Conrih-members are cut 
off . fromyheir Ademberſing im. the w1lible Church ? 1 difice- the Reader 
to obſerye' well the Anſwer :of oar Brethren, and their Reaſons 
Thereof.. . Sometimethey lay, God Deſcovenanteth them; which huth 
been.examined : Sometime,that They Diſcovenant themſelve'; which 
alſo hath been.ſpoken to before. To this Refuge they now again 
betake themſelves. Their Reaſon bere alledged 1-ſhull confaler, 
which ſtandeth thus: C:urcb-members which: do not come up to the 
Sonditidns uf the Covenants vize (To walk: with God, Love God, keep his 
{ommandments, Believe in God, 8c. do D:[covenant themſeivers But 
theſe Chumch=members deſcribed m ihe fifth Propoſition, do not walk, with 
God, Lave God, Vec.. Therefore they do Diſcovenant themſelves, The 
Propulicion they-would prove from Gene17 1. Dem,9J:9. P/a.1o5» 
8. Dext.29-2545\To this T aofwer:s t [ 
©"'T. *By denyingtbe' Propoſition, As for the Proofs, Geneſ« 17.7. 
Derty.g. tſaircy. Thele Scriprures prove it is the duty of {ugh as 
enter-jntoCovenant with God, to Wakk wh Gd. To be upright, lo 
Ive (3-4, &cc.andibat God performs tofuchthe Saving Benefits of 
the- Covenants bur they donorprove;tharfimply by the negle& of 
th: f:dacte cnyy”s without /ripentrence added, they do actually 
D.ic«yetianty{hetnlelves out of the viſible Church and fiom the Privi- 
Idzs thereof, and che Means © Grace therein. The groſs neglect of 
The duties of: the Covenant perlitiedin obſt.nately and impenitently, 
39S 6: / | | may 
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may deſerye'Cenſures:. but thatthe want of ſach graces, and dt- 
-tics of the Covenant, doth aRually cat off ſuch 'from the vifibte 
Church, is an Aﬀertion never heard of in'the Book of God; 'nor'T 
think in any the beſt Reformed Churchto this day. Surely /ſhmae! 
-and Eſau did nct Walk with God, Love God, Believe tm God, in our 


Brechrens ſenſe; yer they continued in the Church, till for their ma- 
nifeſt Pr ofaneneſs the one was caſt owt by Guds appointment, and 
the other rejefted, Heb.12.17. When D-+t:7.9. Moſes (aid; thiat 
The Lord keepety C.,venant and Mercy with them that love him,” &c, 
were there not multitudes in Iſrael that came notup to theſe daties of 
the Covenant, in'our Brethiens ſenſe, that yet were Gods Holy Peron 
ple , Royall Nation, enjoying all Church-priviledges > and fo all 
along through the ſtory of all the Scriptures, Dew. 29.25. renders 
indeed the cauſe of the great Plagues upon Irael, to be their for- 
ſaking the (ovenant : But what was that forſuking of the Covenant ? 
was it their not coming upto theſe terms of it, to Walk with God, 
Love God, Beiveve in God with-a viſible ſaving Fauh ? Nothing leſs : 
bur becauſe they went and ſerved other gods, and'wirſhipped ther, ver. 
26. As forthe caſe of Saul, 1 Sam.15. whom the Lord rejefted 
from being King, for lo gtoſs a diſobedience to an expreſs and parti- 

cular Cotnmand ; yet we reade net that he was caſt out of theviſible 
Church : Nor dot it follow, tbat becauſe God may juſtly cut off 
a man from the Church for not believing, or Sms of Om1yion, that 

therefote bedoth ſo; orthat therefore aChurch-member, by Sins of 
Om:jjion , doth aRually cut off hin:ſelf from the yifible Church, 

Surely theſe are worſe then farre+fetched and mnncertain Conſequences 

fromthe Old Teſtament. 

2. For the Afſumptionof this Argument ; They ſay (but with- 
out Proof } That theſe Parents in the fifih Propeſuten do nt walk 
with God, &C, according to the conditions of the Covenant. | anſwer, 
Theſe do outwardly and viſibly, at leaſt, fo Walk with God, Love 
Him, and keep His Commundment!, as the Rule of God doth 4c- 
count A keeprng of the viſible Covenarit : Theſe Profeſs the Fauh, are 
aot ſcandalow 1m life, give up themſelves to God, ſubmit 10 tes Rules 
and government 5 and were not ſuch as theſe all along in the Scripture 
accepted as the People of God in the viſlole Covenant? Dinls F- 

K Whey 
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when the people profeſſed ta 0tey Moſes in af things, God ſaw they 

| wanzedan hearc to fear him, and keep br commandmnt 5s, yet he en- 

tredinto Covenant with ther, How oft are the Kings of 7udab, 

- that obſerved the Ordinances of Worſhip, ſaid to do hat which was 

right mn the ſight of the Lord, and.to walk, m hs wayes, though they 

wanted that upright walking with God, and loye of God, which 

Was. required? See A Chron II 17s 2 Kimgs 11.2. & Ig 3» O& 

15-334». And, Not to walk, 1n the wayes of the Lord, is charged up- 

on; them when they walked after Baalim, In the wayes of f eroboam, 

and the like. To conclude, I would: demandof our Brethren that 
hold this way oft Self-Excommunication, Whether any Member doth 

Enxcommunicate himſelf. by any aft. that i not Excommunicable (or 

water of, Exconmmmuicatior) by the Rate of Church-diſcipline F If ſo, let 

us bave'a Rule for it; i6 not, ſurely theſe in the fifth Propoſition, 
do not Excommunicate themſelves, for nv Rule of Chriſt would. 
allow the Church to caſkthem out. 

« Anſ, 2, The children im queſtion (lay they)are in a flate of Neu 
© trality at preſein : and ſuch Chriſt accounts to be againſi hiv, Mat. 
&« 12.30. They are neither hot nor cold,ReV.3. = 

Reply. e Mat, 12, 30, ſpeaketh not ofFfuch as theſe, for theſe 
are for Chriſt, that Profeſs rhe Faub of Chriſt, and Submit to his go- 
mernments That Saying of Chrift, 14ark 9.40. ſuits better with 
theſe, He that 14 not a ainſt ts, ts for #4 As for Rev. 3. Chriſt calls. 
that Luke-warm Chutch, 4 golden Candleſtick, holds their Stars m 
bi Right hand, ofters to come m, &c. So that Chriſt. is not ſo quick. 
in diſcoyenantiog luke-warm ones, as our Brethren ſeem to be. 

Arg. 3» From the evil conſequences of the contrary Opinion : at, 

| Is To deny the Propeſition, would be 10 ſtraiten the grace of Chriſt 

in the Goſpel-diſpenſation,and to make the Church in the New Teſta 
ment times, in a worſe caſt, relating to their children ſucceſſively, 
then were the fews of old, 

« Anſ, I, This doth not. ſtraiten the G ofel-aispenſation, ſeeing u 16 
© oranted to be extended 10 all Nations, and to.both Sexes,. which was. 
& not of olds. 

Reply. This indeed the Arabaptiſts anſwer, but irdoth not reach 

the .caſe. For, ſuch inlargement of the grace of. God in Goſpel- 
| LLMES,. 


+, _ ; 
' times, would argne rather that it ſhould be enlarged in this Poink 

alſo, and not therefoce ſtraitned Here, becauſe enlarged in he 
reſpets, Were jr Obje&ed to. a Father , That þe,ſtrajtned_his 
wonted favours to his cbildren, in putting them out of the Family ; 
and he ſhould anſwer, Not ſo, for I have taken in many adopted chil- 
dren : would this anſwer ſaticfie? Or ſhould he ſay, Nor fr, for 
though I xept my Family with Pulſe before, 1 now give them much better 
fare : Would not any man ſay, So much is the greater wrong £0 your- 
children, both to put them out of the Family, and deprive them of 
their ſhare in the berter fare allowed'to the Family, Juſt ſo is the 
cale here. | wp 

* Anſ,2s This doth no more ſtraiten the grace of the Covenant, then 
* the keeping of BaptiJed, eSþecially covemantmg Parents from thy, Lords 
«* Supperyſeeing the circumciſed Jews were not debarred from the paſſovere 

Reply. The circumciſed Jews did not partake of the Paſſoyer, 
without ſuitable legal qualifications, v:7. A ſtate of lepal purity 
and fitneſs to eatit to the Lord, and therefore they were to inſtruct 
their children in the meaning of that Seryice, £ x:4.12.25,26,27. In: 
like manner we debarre none from the Lords Supper, but for want * 
of Goſpel qualifications _ 

* Anl, 3. Goſpel-tumes are in many refpetts Times of Reformation, 
* Heb.9.10. 4nd therefore to build ſo much upon the largene(s of f ewiſh. 
* pratticesyts @ great fi, ſeeing ut 45 a-ftretchmg of the narrow way that. 
« /eadsto bfes'tpybe as wide as the broad way that leads moſt to deſtruttiong 

Reply, 1, We build not upon Jewiſh practices Ceremonial, 
wherceinthat Reformation Heb.9 1» did conſiſt, as is plain in the 
Text: but upon the Goſpel-coyenant with brab4m, and that in 
the {ubſtanrials of it, v:i7, {will be thy God, and the God of- thy ſeed 
after tree in ' her generations exemplified in the Jeed of Abrahim, 

2, It is a tcange ſpeech to ſay, that This 7s « ſtreich ng of 1he nar» 
row way of life, tu be 45 broad, &&C. Surely, Gods enlargement of- 
the Covenant to the Poſterity of Abraham in their generations, WAS 
an a&t of Gods grace, tending to bring the more to 1.fe, by giving 
to them the means of grace and life, and therefore was nor the. 
broad way to d. ſtruthon, The ſtrauneſs of the way tolife, doth not 
ſtand in reſtraining the means of grace to a few ; for why then 
k 2a ſh.uld 
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ſagutdthe Dotd1enlarge the Goſpel0-47 Natier now, mare theik 
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"+ '24 Conſequence, To deny the Propoſition, ts to render the childr« #1 
i © of the fews, when they ſhall be converted, im a worſe condition then 
"© they were under the Legal-disþenſation, contrary to Jer, 30. 20; 
* Ezck. 39.2526; 
© Anſ. Thu « denied;ay more then that they ſhould be in a worſe ſtate 
if they. fh4ll net have an High-'Frieft and Temple-wor ſhip, when they 
*-thall have m Chriſt a thouſgnd-fold mare: . So here ts bke reaſon m re- 
* felt of His. abmndant grace. 
Reply. The loſs of Shadows is nothing, ſeeing they ſhall have the 


Subſtance in Chriſt : bur this being an eſſential: Branch of Gods 
Covenant with Abrabam, which is the Goſpel-covenanrt, it cannot, 
be taken away without reall loſs ; and the. more abundant graces 
the greater is the loſs, as wasfaid defore, _ 

 * Anf 2, This dothn more put them into.a worſer ſtate, then tranſ= 
muting the Covenant now onely to the next ſeed, which before was tran(> 
&* mitted to-remote Poſterity. Ls gon 
© © Reply, The Covenant was all along tranſmitted by the. next Pa- 
rents to their ſeed in the Old Teſtament : For, ſo lovg as they were 
not caſt off by theLoxd,be accounted eyery generation to be Hs Peo- 
ple,eyen in their worſt-times. So tbat the tranſmitting of the Coye- 
nant and Church-priyiledges, was ſtill. by. the nex&Parents ; and, 
when tbe Parents were broken off, their ſeed were broken off allo, 
Rom.11.20, So that there is no ſuch difference. 

* Anſ, 3. Tothe Scriptures, (lay they) that in Jer. 30. ſpeaketh of 

t their retzrn from Babylon : - Ezek, 37. Seaketh of their Calling, 
* when they ſhall be all righteous, and nothing ſhall b:nder the continuance 
* of the Covenant, Ifa.60.21, Joel 3.17,070) _ 

| Reply. If fers 30s hath any reference to their.return from Babylon, 
yet it appeareth-to look further;even to the latter times, For Yer,g.it 
| ſpeaketh of D:wid their K ing,whom God will raiſe up tothem ; and v, 
24+ of, the latter dayes: and Chap. 31.1, At the ſame time Iwill be 
ve God of all the families of Iſrael, As for thoſe places, [{a. 60.2T, 
Foel 3, that ſay, They ſhall be all righteous, n9 ſtranger ſhall paſs tbrowgh, 
' them ; (onhat nwbing ſhall hinder the continuance ofthe Covenant: The 
. 38h, Covenant; 


Covenant then ſhall be continued, according to the Promiſe of God; 
to Abrabams ſeed im th:r generations, which is enough to the ſcope 
of. this Argument, Beſides, this continuance of the Covenari ſhall 
be by v:{wle Farh and Righteouſneſs, not alwayes by reall. Fart; for ? 
tq.think:there ſhall be no Sin, no-Hypocrites then, is groandleſs.. 
There ts none righteous that fmueth not, 1s the general-ſtate of all mens 
inthis world,till we.come to Heaven. And it is evident Ezck 37.25. 
Zeche10.7,9. thattheir ſeed ate part of thatrighteous Nation, 

3% Conſequence. The deniall.f the Propojition, denietb the initian 

tory Seal to ſuch as are. regularly in the Church and {ovenant, to. 
p whom the e M oſaicalk:diſpenſatior, nay the fir(t Inſtuation in the. 
| Covenant of Abraham, appomted 14 10 be applied, Gen. 17. 9,10, 
Joh. 7. 22,23» . 

&« Anſ. This is a begging of the Queſtion : The children in queſtion 
©& Jo not ſtand regularly under the Churck-covenamt ; the Contrary 1 plain 
&« ſer. 9.26. Rom.2.28. Ezek.34-7.9, - 

Keply, The Queſtion is not begged, but the ground of the Ar- 
Sument is proyed, Gen,17.9,10, fob. 7.2223. to Which no anſwes 
Is returned, 

2. Seeing theſe Scriptures 7ere9. Rome2. Fek:44- and ſuch like, 
are ſo ofc alledged, and here with ſo much confidence in the preſent: 
Caſe, I ſhall Examine them-more diſtinC&tly. . 6c. 

The Queſtion is, Whether children received into the Church, and 
Baptized m Jnfancy, and being grown up, do unaerſtana th: Doftrine of 
Faith, publickly Profeſs their Aſſent thereto, are not [candalous in lifes 
ſolemnly own the Covenant before the Church, wherem they give up then;- 
ſelyes to. God, and ſubmit to the government of Chriſt m the Church ;; 

Whether (I-lay-) ſuch do not fland regularly in the Church : and 
Wheih:r the Scriptures named do plainly prove the contrary. | 

Now forthe firſt, fe7.9.26. where the Lord threatneth'to pa»iſh 
the circumciſed with the: uncircumciſed ; for, all therhonſe of J(-ael 
are uncircumciſed in hearts To this TIanſwer, I. That this puniſh- 
ment Was not- Diſcovenantmg them, but the Sword. 2. But ſuppoſe 

D1iſcovenaniing be included in. the other z what. were the 'aauſey 
thereof, by which they were proved to be uncircumciſed in heart, and : 
therefore ſo.to- bepuniſhed ? -They were all {dugerer;vEr.21lzars, .. 
KR. 3: Vere2o. 


ver. 3» Slanderers, ver. D:ceivers, vereF» yea, they walked after Baal, 
yer. 14. And how then doth this place plainly prove, that the perſons 
deſcribed inthe Propoſition ftand not regularly mm the Church 5 As for 
Row.2.28. ſo oft alledged, however it may have ſome reference to 
the DoRtrine of ?/t.ficatior, before {puken to, yet it ſees the par« 
ticular vccafion and ſcope of that diſcourſe of the few and Genz!ey 
is to Prove, that God diſtributeth rewards and puniſhments wihout 
reſpett of perſon, ver.9,10,1T1 and to takeoff the lews confidence 
in Legal-priviledpes in that reſpeR, ver.13,17,18,19.20, but b@w- 
ever,  camot be (p..kin with any reference to Church-member- 
ſhip. Now inreſpeR of Gods diftribution of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, Circumciſion profited if they kept the Laws efe not ; and in this 
reſpe&, the Uncircumciſron that kept the Lawywas counted Circumciſion: 
and ſo in this reſp: &, He #s not a Jew that #s one outwardly, $&c, But 
to infer, that every lew that was ſo outwardly onely, wanting the 
1 ward crrcumcſun of the heart, was thereby difcovenanted out of the 
viſible Church, this were a ſtrange Do&rine to Scripture-ears, To 
Clear this further ; 1. In what reſpeR the circumcrfion #5 made uncur* 
cumciſion, by breaking the Law; in the ſame reſpe& the uncreumeron 
i counted for circumciſin, in them that kept th: Law: but this was 
never ſo accounted in reſpe& of Charch-memberſhip and Priviledgess 
witneſs the caſe of the Centurion (ornet, and his devour Somldters, 
and others, and therefore not {o in the former. 2, Hz ſpeaketh of 
the imvard circumcrſior, as baying its praiſe of God, not of mc: but we 
know the outward Circumciſion is approved of the Church, though 
withoat the inward, inreſpe of Church-ſtanding and Priyiledges, 
and that according to Gods Rules. 3. The Apoſtle fully cleareth 
his meaning, Chap. 3. 12,3. affirming, That the advantage of the 
few, «nd profit of errcun.ciſion, was much every way, and that 3n the 
committing the Oracles of God to them,which was a Church-priviledge. 
Laſtly, Concernivog this place, ſet it be noted what were the eyi- 
dences of ancircumGſed hearts there alledged, v7. Stealing, Adults 
tery, Sucrultdge, & ce ver.21,22. which huw well it ſuits to prove 
plainly, That theſe 3n queſtion are not regularly m he Church, let every 
oue jud-e. 
Concerning E7ck.44+7,9+ T his place ſpeaketh of bringing inthe 
heathen 
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heathen ſtrangers that were amongſt the children of T{Faet} as s eyi- 
dent, in that it is called a» Abominaron fo to do : but to: bring in an 
Iſraette circumeiſed in fleſh, not in beart, was neyer Counted an 44> 
911nation. Apain, he ſpeaketh of ſtrangers uncircumciſed m heart and 
f-(#, which theſe children are not, 2, Put caſe this place may by 
alluſton NP applied to receiving of Members into the yifiblte Charch ; 


we agree, that none viſtbly unholy fhould be received into the 
Church : But our Queſtion ts of ſuch as berng holy, were regularly re- 
cetved into the Church, and do nat deſerve to be caſt out ;, to which caſe 
this place ſpeaks nothing. 

Thus we ſee how little footing there is for our Brethrens Tenenr, 
in thefe, or any other Scriptures they have alledped ;. as 7er. 2. 2x. 
Amos 9.7, Mat 3. Th,8. & 15, which have been conſidered in 
their place. And I am the more perſwaded that this Way of our Bre= 
thren 1s not the Way of God, being built upon ſo manifold miſtaken. 
and miſapplied Scriptures ; whereof many of them being Old Teſta- 
meat Proofs,it appearsour Brethren make uſe not onely of far-fetched 
Conſequences, but of plain Incouſequences from the Old Teftament. 

4*®' Conſequence, That- to- deny the Propefition, is to break Gods 

Covenant, by denying the tpitatory Seal to theſe that are in Cover 
nant, Gen 17 9,10,14s | 
© Anſ. Is Torefuſe ro BaptiJe-one that 1s not regularly in Covenant,. 

K/; not to break its 2. Thenit ts a breach like the great Sea, to deny 
i Communion in the Lords Supper to thoſe that bave laid hold upon the 
& Copenant, and given uptbemſelves to God by ſolemn Profeſſion of Faith, 
& 2nd Repentance, which 1s now ſtrongly picaded fore 

Reply., 1, Whethertheſe be notregularly inthe Coyenant,let the 
Reader judge by what is ſaid for it, and-by the Scriptures alledged: 
againſt it, 

"_— To deny Communion in the Las Supper to ſuch, is not pleaded 
for, much leſs frongly ;. for; Solemn Profeſſion of Fauk' and Repentance is- 
not in the Propoſition. All that is affirmed, is, That the Church-ſeed,. 
manifeſting their continuance inthe Covenant by ſuch-qualifications, 
if they ſhall till. be wanting in ability ro Examin? themſelves, and 
diſcern the Lords body may be delayed till they give (atis/action therein. 

3» Oar Brethren in this caſe deal very bardly and partially. with. 

U3s, 


1s, whilf-ſo-oft they compare theſe with rhe moſt ſcandalons perſory 
reproved in Sctipture, and with them Duſcovenanied, as they pretend': 
and yer at other times they lay it deeply to our charge,that we do not 
Kecerue them tothe Lords Table, upon ſuch terms as are denied by them 
tO be ſufficient to continue them mthe viſible Church, : 

Arg. 4. Theſe Parents are confederate viſible Believer ofilp ſorne dce 

ree, and therefore their children are to-be Baptized, © | 

« Anſ, The Parents in queſtion are not ſuch, if we Speak of true vis 
* ible Faith,which # required Rom. 14.1, Mat, 12.20. 

Reply. Beit granted, that we ſpeak of true Faith viſibly in ſome 
degree, yet Rom. 14-1. ſpeaks rather cf a per{ſwaſion of the /-wfulneſs 
of cating meats unclean by the Law, as vere 2, ſheweth. 

T hat theſe are viſible Believers in ſome degree; is thus proved : 

Reaſ. 1. Charity may obſerve ſundry things for ut, but nothing evis 

dent againſt it. | 

* Anſ. his is ſaid gfatis, and denied by 1s. 

Reply. If our Brethrens Charity could obſerve nothing for it, they 
might then ſhew ſomething evident againſt ir, w.thout wbich the 
Reaſon-is not anſwered : for, in diſcoyenanting of regular Church- 
men. bers, there ought to.be ſuch things evident againſt them as de- 
ſerye Church-cenſutes, ar. 18. 15,16,17. 

Real. 2, Children of the fauhful, qualified but as the perſons i ques 

ſtion, are ſaid to be Fauhful, Tit.1.6. | | 

* Anl. Every one not accuſed of Riot, to be concluded to be of the 
*. Faith, ts not the Apoſtles intent, nor Orthodox : Faithfulneſs is tak:n 
* for Fidelity, which may be in Morall men, 

Reply. Nor da the Synod fo conclude: There is-much more in the 
Text, then 7 ot g2veu 10 Riot, yiz. 1. Children if goaly Parems : 2. E= 
ducatea inibe Faub : 3. Not ſcandalous, or Not accuſed of Riot : 4, Not 
wnruly, but ſubjef] to Government : All which do ſuit well with the 
Propoſition. Andthis ſenſe of the word is given by O:thodox In- 
terpreters: Afarlorat 'Expounds the word Eauhbjull, of ſuch as are 
educated in the ſound DoEtrine of Piety, and in the fear of God. 
Taylor, by Fauhfull Children, underſtandeth ſuch as being inftc. Eted 
in the Faith, are a: leaſt in external Conyerſation anſwerable to the 
Profcilton of the Faith they make. And Reaſon would incline -us 

| | | ro 


*to 'concelye+, 'thar"the"Apoſtte. would require'in'the' child of 
'Church-Officers ſomething of Piety; as well asof Motality:  Be- 
ſides, the werd ms here aſed, is frequently and-commonly aſe 
\in the New Teſtament, in the Synods ſenſe, viz. for Chriſtian Be- 
levers, Acts 10.45, 2 Cor,6,15, Eph 1.1, 1 Tim.6.2. & 4.3,10,12. 
& <©.16: | | os. | | | L 
Rea ſ, 3. Childrenof the Covenant have frequenily beginnings of prace 
wrowght in them in younger years, 4s Scripturc-txamples and Ex= 
perience ſheweth. Hence thes ſort of perſons ſhewing nothing ro the 
Contrary, are in Charity, or in Eccleſiaſtical reputation, viſible 
Believers. : | . 
*« Anf, 1: #extraordinary to have grace in Inf ancy, and therefore no 
« Rule for ordinary Church-proceedings, 2+ i2s 
Reply; 1. The Synod ſpeaketh not of Tnfancy, but of younger 
years, and that is nor ſo extraordinary 8s is objeRed : witneſs = 
-bopeful ſigns of grace in many that die in minority, and the Confet- 
fions'of divers, that bold forth ſeeds of grace'ſown in their younge 
years. 2, We build not ordinary Church-proceedings immediately 
upon this ground ; yet theſe being Church-members, we may build 
Church-charity upon this ground, that ſeeing ſome Charch-members o 
this ſort have Faith. in reality, all of this ſore may be 1o'repured' in 
Church: charity : for ſo We judge of adult profeſſors in the Charth5 
we kiow [ime have grace in reality, and therefore we judge To of 2 
tbat ſort, till the contrary appear, though in the general we know 
Mary are called, Few choſen : And what other ground haye we of 
Cburch-proceedings with Chyrch-members, but Church-charity ry 
© Real. 4a; 7heſe nre. regularly: in he, Church, and therefore wb 
& ti... I #3 p of 4 wth, 
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' ebildreps.! By lik? reaſon one mA proys. fry womenand-chifdren are 
not kcHt intbeChprclr; for, vit-all the men die, they ſhould 
_ make a Church, >, ſe Officer; , Kc, WIE? well be demied. Yea, thus. [ 
ill prove, That.thjs £ or that man ER not regularly 1 in the Cbutch ; for, 
wh Aline dic but. one of wo. t ey cannot makes Churih, &c, - 

: Were.the Rules of..Chriſt obleryed, luch a calc could not fall. 
we, "For; (as Mr. Cotton anſwereth the. Anabaptift in a caſe not un- 
Ike tbis) Le: there be a'due watchfulneſs of of the Charch ver theſe children 
fo ft Them to. "4 Lords Table, and either the Lord, in the faithfulneſ; f 
'Þy Copenan', wi t ta nite their hearts to 'prepare rl u 3 07 elſe he 
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all, ro prevent The pollution of f bs a and the corruption of Di}cipling. 
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ay ro belong to their perſons immediately. 
ICheha a cale apy i ll outit 1 No tot .impoſlible not: abſurd to ' BF 
e E ent! | 
BY yas! 7 wk unki-for Otflitiances, 'or | 
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fiderations, doth render. 


«+ Reaf."Fu \Bring iv the Covenamy and Bapriqsd; Fhey hive Fadth Jiven 


them indefinitely 3n the Promiſe, and ſealed 1 them'in Baptiſts, 
Deut.30.6, whichcontinueth valid, and #u a valvd Teſtimony fox 
| ew, wht ſt they ao wort rejethir. [4'C « OL {0M 

: * Anl. The Promiſes indefinite, 01 mniverſal't5 whents the: Arphce 
© 7:en4 muſt be, *Some Gircumciſed'b baptized ones are Behtvers ©. Bit 
©; heſe mm queſtion are circumciſed or bapuited ones : Therefore, Bc, or 
* r916,T be Roman Catholicks are bapt:Jed : Therefore, &c, 1201 
Reply. T. 1 ſee our Brethren can make a falſe Syllogiſm;to decline 
the force of 'an Argunient that would rightly "conclude; Thus j 1f 
ſome 6hutaren, being under that indefinite Promiſe, be Believers (for God 
i trae of his Promiſe) then 'all fath childreiate not to be rejeRed 
as unbelievers, as our Brethren would : But ſome baptized ones be- 
ing underthat mdefinite Promiſecare Believers: Therefore, Now who 
can ſay who are fuch; and who are not; tilt they + wr bn grace -of 
the Promiſe, and by impenitency in fin are tobe-8ttounted as Hell 
thens and Publicans? For; thouph the Promiſe of | Hearr-orcatyoiſion 
being but indefinite, iseffeRaally performed to ſome onely, not ro all; 
yer they areall alike to the Church, till the difference doth Tome way 
openlyappedr. 2- To applythis to the Rowan Catbolicks,. ſayours 
not of ingenuity: for arerheyithe ſeed of Confederate:1ſible Bilieyers 
of whoin”cilt Difpite is ® or are they” Rigulark Bapriped® or do 
they ſhew nothing to the comrayy, that-profeſs'Poperp?: ' tf 
* Anf, 2, /: i n0t an indefinipe Promiſe there, becauſe it ts certarnty 

« 114de good to. ſuch as return with therr Souls, ver.1,2, 
- Replys" This doth not binder the'indefiniteneks of the Ptomile, - bat 
confirmeth it. And their 'effeQtual 70:47» to-God)igthe'frait of chat” 

Promiſe, and i#dfinirr allo, ONT Lilofbo bk ETC RILEY, 


« Anſ. 3. Au indefinite Promiſe doth not capacitate all children ts 
receive the Seals, | 

Replys Neither is ſo much affirmed; burthis, with'the other Coh- 
chem viſtble Believers i Ecclefpafhivall repues 
{a1 which is the ſrope of this fourth Argament, - 0 0» - 
Arg.5. The deniall of Baptiſm to thiſe, hath a dangerous tendency to 
Trreligion ana A poſjacy , becavſe iu denieth the childyew of the 

| Church to haye any part in the Lord, Joth,22 34,25,26. _ 
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- -4.'\Anſ. . The- Bretbren deay the; Gonſoquence, affirming, That. 
| Ethyrty or fourty years experience in New-Evgland, :vro»gb the mercy 
& of God, ſheweth the contrary. ; 1 
R:ply. This'is a bare deniall, without. anſwering the Reaſon from. 
«-Zoſh,22. Surely: that religious.generation had a deeper ſenſe of that 
danger, and more ſolicitous care to. prevent .it, then they haye. ** 
2.. Whew our Brethren in their Preface T's 146 General { int, take 
notice of the, any, Great, and Prevailmg C'orruptions of Veurh, that 
need Reformation by Church: diſcipline, this pight abace -our glory- 
ing af |contrary, Experience for thigty or, fourty years, 10 re{p:& of the 
ganperiof Srrehiguon and Apaſtacy in the ſeed of. the Church. But if 
this þe-{o, it{cemeth our Btetbren, do thinkxhat there ace apy more 
then A few Names im N. England, that bold faſt the Name of (hriſt, 
4nd;are, ſtrafaſt mihe Fatucb and Order of the Goſpel, and do not own 0 
great ,an Apoſtacy of. E/ders and Poople, as the Authar of; the Preface 
preſents TO! the World... T6 MOR « 
. Argo 6, -The \ perſons. m, queſtion ; are. perſonally immediate, and yet* 
 Coptinuing eAembers of the Ghurch, 'and wherefore their children 
are to be Baptized, | [40 
Qur Brethren here only ſpeak to the firſt Branch, concerning their, 
ſonal member ſp;p,having ſpoken to the third: Branch before.But the 
nd Branch about their :»9mearace memberſhip they leaye untouch'd. 
« Anſ. 1f the meamng' be, tharithe Fromije to.thegr believing Parents, 
© reacheth them, and 1hat they are wrapped wp together withthem ; the 
& Aſſertion is granted, 44 far as concerneth. the ſeed of Confederating Bee 
&« lievers mthar:minarity : But if the, meaning, bes..that they arg Men:- 
& bers by their own Pexſonall aft, then it45 denied. a doen F413 #3 
Reply. This diſtintion of embers wrapped up in their Parents, 
and. Members by their own Perſonall a&, is a Riddle that no Scripture 
doth unfold. Let us hold to Scripture-phraſes, and the meaning will 
be plain and eafie, viz. They are; Members in their own perſcns, by the 
Lords atinal eniring mio Covenant with their perſons diſtin from their, 
Parents, and ſetting the Seal of the Covenant upon their perſons ; as hath 
heen proved from Gen17.7,9. Dent-$.2,3. & 29-1011. 
Prouf.1. They are prrſonally holy, 1 Cor.7.14. therefore 1 embers 


. 
= 


X We their own per ſongs ; 
1A) | «. Anſs. 


"_"S ne Lat G 
. 1 
Lo C 


« Anſ. Thi-concern: chi{dren m mmority, or the: feed of Bel.evers and 
© Members im full Communior, and therefore u reach: th them not whun 
& adult and grow ne | | 
' Reply. Here our Brethren ſpeak ont 3 T ht the federal holineſs and 
C harch=membe! [ts Of £28 (hur chſ cecyweareth quite out with therr tufarcy 
or minerity: though ſyrerime they ſpeak otherwiſe,as was noted © pon, 
their Conceilion in their Anſwer to the Argument of the Synod, 
pag. 23. in the end. Burt no. Scripture will prove this ; yea, the. 
whole genour of Scripture-ſtories of the Church, convinceth the 
contrary. Ste Dent.y 2,3, Rome3.1,2,3. © 9:4. 
Prouf 2. They are perſonally BaptiJed, the Seal of Member ſhip 55 
applied to : h:1r own perſons, which being regularly dove , is a divine 
teſtimony that they are in their own perſons members of the'C hurch. 
_ "© Anf. Se arethe Fapiſts im Rome ; and are th:y perſonal Memters * 
* 7he $hecbemites and Edqmites were circumc:/ed : . there Par ratio, 
' Reply. This is a, very flight evading of tbe Argument, which 
ſpeaketh of. 5aprtiſm. regularly done, I bad thought our Brethten did 
not think. Baptiſm regslarly done in Rome, or Circumcifion regxlar ly 
applied to the Shechemites ana Edomites: Or if not.could. they ſuppoſe 
that there 1s p* ratio a like reaſon between B.preſm regularly done,,. 
and zot regularly dene* Except they ſhould mean, that there i like 
reaſon between Bapriſm in Rome,, and the Circumciſion. of the She: - 
chemites and Edqmites ;, and that is granted. | 
Proof 3, They are perſonally under Diſcipline, and ligble to Churches 
cenſures 18 therr own perſons. See Propol. 3. | 
& Anf, T. hs 45 granted tn the ſenſe grven before ; get wot ſq, perſonal, as. 
&.,o have right t0 all Church-priviledges, as ts confefſed by all, 
Reply, Ttat ſenſe given before, is confutedbefore.. 2, If they, 
bave right to all Chxrcs-privitedzes properly belonging to. Members 
as ſuch, it is ſufficient, 3. Their. want of (wall ej yment of ſame 
Churck-priviledges, is not for want of right unto ther, but for, want of : 
ſuch Dal! cations as may make them fit for afuall enjoyment of them, 
yiz. Such increaſe of Fauh as 18.requiſue, as. Drs Ames wel] expcef{ſ;th;; 
it, Medul, Libs 1. Chaps 32+ Seth. 13s 
Proof 4, They are perſonally (by means of the Covenant) in a viſible 
(tate of ſatuation. To ſay they wo not Members in their, own, pet *. 
>. F 3 0 | ſons, J 
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[ins Gut ini their Parents, would be a if one ſhould ſay, They are 
ſaved im their Parents, and not in "their own perſons. 

&« Afiſ.' r #5 granted they are mw a ſtate of Salyation, and nearer'the 
*"K ingdome of Heaven thek Heatbens are : but they are not viſibly at 
preſent in a ſlate of Salvation, MarK 12. 34. But to infer, That if 
" they be not Members 1 their own perſons, but in their Parents, then 
* hey ſhall not be ſaved in their own perſons, but in their Parents; 1hts 
* z5 utterly inconſequent : unleſ' it ſronld be ſaid, that all, and one!y they 
* that are Members in their own perſons, ſhall be ſaved ; which were 
* ſad and Heiteroduxe val | 
_ Rephs Togrant rhey are in 4 ſtate of Salvation, and yet not vifbly , 
ſo at preſent, ſheweth that this Argument is greatly miſtaken. ' The 
ground of the Argument is this : It is the Priviledge of the Church 
(by Gogs Covenant) to'be the Redeemed and Saved People of rhe 
Lord : beiſt'is the Saviour of his Body the Church, Eph.5.23 Oc: 
Thus it is with the yiſible Church vifibly: And bence faith, Chtiſt, 
Salvation ts of the Jews, Job-4+22, And fo ſpeaking of the /z11le ones; 
be faith, Of ſuch #5 the Kingdome of Heaven, Mark 10,14. And hence 
the-Inference is alſo much miſtaken-; which is this: If their Mem- 


berſhip (by qegps of the Covenant) ferteth them ina viſible ate of 


Salygt1:n, (asit doth, upon the grounds laid down) then, ſappofing 
this Member ſþ.pbeintheir Parents only, and notin their own perſons, 
it, would- follow, that this viſible ſtate of Salvation is in their Parents 
onely, and not in their own perſons : and ſo if they be ſayed according 
to this Covenant, it muſt be in their Parents, and not in therr, own per- 
ſens,” Aodhereby it appeareth, how greatly this Opinion bereayeth 
theParents cf that hope and comfort they take in their dying Iofants, 
by reaſon of God; Covenant made with thei ſeed, | 
Proof 5. Wh-n they commit-iniquity, they perſonally break the Cove 

. - nated therefore they are perſonal members, Jer.11.2,t0.Eze.16. 
**« An, Thi Covenant there Spoken of #5 the Moral Law, as the Texts 

* ſhow 3 which any man never th, or caſt out of the Church, may breaks | 
'Repiy. Truly this Anſwer (as the reſt) is far from ſatisfying the Ar- 
guments of the Synod. The Texts alledged, exprefly call their ini- 
Juities, A breaking of the Covenant: and what then if the Texts 
ſocak ofthe Mo7a! Law ? is not:the obſeryation of the Mural Law a 
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"Kiryefi heCorenent, my r, havk Gad 5s 05e-God, Tote bios. 
Far him, &::+ Oris' the breach-of: the Moral, Law, no breach 9 f 
the Coyenant in them that are iv Covenant. becaule others not dic t 
Covenant may bre. Kit > What ſenſe and reaſon is in this >. Wi.ea a * & 
. Maſter chargeth his Apprentice with. breach of his Covenant, in 
-Stealing his Maſters goods ; ſhoald he anfwer, It was no'breach of 
Covenant, beceule others that were never in Covenant, may, be guilty. 
of Stealing allo ? Would this anſwer prove it was no breachiof Co- 
-yenant? Jalt fo is the caſe here : Wh:n the Lord chargeth the adalt 
{Members of the.Church witle breach of their Covenant in the. Myg-- 
ral duties of the Coveaant, to ſay,” Toe Covenantuthere, Sporemof\ ds 
tbe Moral aw; which j ubb as were never ity or caſt out of ahgC har, - 
may breaks. (] 
'. Que Bcethrenbere thiok fit t6 make a ſtand; onely concluding; i in. 
the words of the Presvyterian Miniſters, wherewith they would.leeta - 
tobe well fatisficd. Burt the known Practice of. choſe Reverend Brer 
thren, that do B epi:J? druers/Children. whoſe Parents thty recerie mnt fo 
the Lords. Table,. doth perſwade me, that. ſuch a Profeſion as is d& 
ſcribed in the fifth Propoſition, would be readily accepted uf bytbem, .. 
ﬆ aCredible Profeſhon for the Adminiſtration of Baptiſa) co their - 
ſeed, Andithisis the:moreevident. ro me, by that.which is: here ale 
ledged in theſecond Paragraph, wherein they deſctibethe perſonyo -- 
be Baptized, thus : Baptiſm us at baly: Sucramint, in "IE: a perſon . 
profeſ/ung the (kriſtian Fan, or the lnfant-ſeed of ſuch, Ne es ; 
which is fully anfweredin the fifth Propoltions 
Combi Sixth Propoſition, which dependeth _ the ſb C 
onr Brethren;onely.dedare theicDifſent; > _ 10 

- Concerning he! Seventh" Propeſitionghey fay,lt Wcomlasy WY | 
and do. no Obje& againſt i. : onely defie-Care thtbe AJpplcation | 
thereof, tub what Churches we bave Communion, _ 

Concerning the ſecond Queft;onAbour{O NSOCT ATION 
OF CHUKCHE'S, they have declared their Conſent: in alt.the . 
Propoſitions laid down b yahe Synod; and bere Obje&ngthing., 

And herein I do. wikkogly and gladly acknowledge the. ingenuity... 
of qur dear Brethcen ; who, though they be earneſt andquick.ſome-. 


£icmes, id ſuch things wherein they differ, yet do freely Se their - 
Conſent: 
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_ -=Coriſetit in 6ther things: which giverh me the more hope, that aftee | | 
| a fair Debate. of this Queſtion, we may at length meet ſweetly in 
: M ; *the ſame Truth, which perbaps neitber of us doas yet fo clearly ap- 
I -prehend, as'we may (through the belp of Chriſt) attain unto. We 
lknow but in part, Believe mm party and Prophefie in part, and are imper- 
"fe& in all-we do ; | and therefore muſt wait for, and endeayour: after 
\fucther diſcoveries of the minde of God, re 
And to thisend (in caſe what hath been, and is here, or What ſhort- 
Jy- may be Publiſhed about this Queſtion, ſhould not clear up the 
Truth to ſatisfation, but that further Replies ſhould be made.) 
My earneſt Motion and Defire is, ULDDVGLE Coy | 
- I's: That all RefleRions upon mens Perſons,andotber impertinent 
Diſcourſes, being laid afide, tbe main ifJue of the Queſtion in Debate 
-ay'be cloſely followedz which, 1 petceive, iscome in a manner to 
Ebis narrow, viJ. Whether the 'Perſons deſcribed im the fifth Propofte 
rios' be regularly Church-members ; forxbis is all along denied by our 
'Bretbren,and ſeyeral wayes alledged, whereby they ſhould become 
Non-members, as, By their Self- Excommuntcation, By Gods Excom 
munication, 8c. 
2, My Motion ard Dcſice is, That the Scriptares alone, according 
totheirtrac:{enlſe and ſcope, may be made the Touchſtone to diſco» 
yer the Truth: Theſe are «ble ro make tbe man of God fully: furniſhed 
ro every good work. . 1 deny not the uſe of the :Concutring Judge» 
ment»of the.godly Learned: And it is well known how fully tbe 
advantage lieth on the Synods fide in that reſpe& ; yet 1 ſee men are 
to0.aptto make uſe of Sentences of. Authors that ſeem to fayour their 
Opinion, though indeed contrary to the meaning and judgement. af 
theſe Aiithors: And'this tends.to amuſe and puzzle the common ſort 
of Readers, andenlargeDiſputes;; but doth: not tend to clear up'tbe 
Truth. If cheſe rwo things might be attended, I doubt not but 
this Caſe woult have a ſpeedy and comfortable iflue, 
-.| Now the Lord)God of Truths Purity and Peact, diret all our hearts 
#nto tbe Right Vaderſlanding, Vafrigned Loud, and United Prax 
ice of bes Plaly: Wil in all thing $: - Amen, LF: 
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